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Schools take steps to handle growth; bond
supporter says numbers won’t help campaign

BY BRYON MARTIN
District administrators may have run
* themselves breathless preparing for the
hundreds of new students they say began
school in Plymouth-Canton yesterday, but
like the saying goes, no pain, no gain;

The reported 400-student spike in
enrollment may be just. what supporters need
to. bultk-up taxpayer approval of their bond to
build a new middle school and replenish the
bus fleet. -

Up 400...

According to Ginnie Murdoch, a 28-year

Crash kills
City man

BY SCOTT SPIELMAN
A 24-year-old Plymouth man was killed
when he lost control of his car Saturday
morning, according to Canton police
reports. g _
Reports said Jayson McDornald was
_driving his black 1998 Pontiac Grand Am
westbound on Warren Road west of Lotz
Road at about 2 a.m. when he lost control
of his car. ‘
The car slid on its side over a road sign
and into a ditch before flipping over and

Please see pg. 5

district employe who now supervises student
counts and enrollments, this summer is
ending with a student rush to P-C schools:
16,374 today compared to 15,746 at this time
last year, an increase of 628.

Currently that’s an 18-year high, she said,
although a final count won’t happen until
Sept. 24. That’s when the Plymouth-Canton
will know how many students have moved to
other districts.

“As requests for records come in, we’ll

“see actual numbers,” Murdoch said. By that.

time the total is likely to be between 400 and

- 500, she said. Nonetheless, more students are

now enrolled at all school levels:

* CEP total: up 177.

« Middle school total: up 133.

» Elementary school total: up 318.

Officials say effects are being felt district-
wide.

Kindergarten classes at Field, Farrand and
Fiegel have been closed. Students in those
attendance areas are being sent to-other
schools, Murdoch said, and the classes at
Bird and Smith may be next.

According to Superintendent Charles
Little, music and art rooms are filling too as
they’re converted into classrooms to
accommodate new students.

And last Tuesday the School Board hired
a number of new teachers double that they

expected last spring — up to 30 from 15 —

while planning the budget.
Please see pg. 9

Action... it was all over Kellogg Park Monday as Strader Productions
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shot eight Toyota commercials in Plymouth. For the whole story, see the
the Fall Fest edition of The Crier June 9. (Crier photo by R. Alwood, Jr.)

Historical Society turns 50

BY SCOTT GOODWIN

A quick history lesson:

In the spring of 1948, World War II had
just ended. Harry Truman was President. And
the fast-food restaurant population along the
Ford Road corridor in Canton was still 12 shy
of a dozen. ' '

It was around this time that a group of
Plymouthites decided to begin a historical
society. Their first meeting was held that
spring at Plymouth High School (now Central
Middle School).

Nine people showed up.

Today, 50 years later, the society’s
membership has swelled to more than 600,
and with the recent acquisition of the Petz

new ride for automakers
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The perfect seat

Johnson Controls has a neat
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Lucky dog

Plymouth man wins dream

cuiser at boat show
See Friends & Neighbors pg. 6

Lincoln Collection, the museum has gained
national recognition.

On Thursday, Sept. 10, the Plymouth
Historical Society will celebrate its silver
anniversary. The evening will begin at 6:30
with a tour of the old Ebenezer Penniman
house, built in 1842, which now serves as the
rectory for Our Lady of Good Council.

Festivities will include lemonade on the
lawn, Civil War re-enactors and a concert by
The Dodworth Saxhorn Band.

Museum Director Beth Stewart said the
band uses authentic 19th Century instruments,
period clothing and will play meostly Civil
War-era tunes. , ‘

The public is invited to attend.

Plymouth District

.ibrary

223 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170-1687

2 wheels, 2 weeks

Plymouth man tours Iceland
to raise money for Kiwanis

See Sports, pg. 20
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Ceramistas Amanda Guzman and Paula Rodriguez show their earthen wares and skills to Old Village potters Donna Williams,
Paula Fulkeroch Rachail Laine, Eileen Hewette and Jackie Fegan. (Crier photo by R. Alwood, Jr.)

Potters say ‘viva gorditas’

Village Potters Guild hosts Nicaraguan masters through Potters for Peace

BY BRYON MARTIN
" Fifteen fortunate Plymouth potters had
a rare opportunity Sunday and Monday: a
‘chance to learn the art of making gorditas
from Central American masters.

No, not that ridiculous chihuahua
hawking tacos for the bell.

“Gordita” is Spanish for “fat. woman,”
and round little women is what Amanda
Guzman crafts from clay; ceramic sculp-
tures of the women around her
Nicaraguan village.

Guzman was in Plymouth with Paula

" Rodriguez this week while on a tour of
the Midwest through the auspices of

Potters for Peace.

Potters for Peace was founded in 1986
and went to Nicaragua, then torn by the
war between Contra rebels and the
Sandinista government. With simple
directions on how to organize their work
and take their pottery to market, Potters
for Peace has helped lead Nicaraguan
ceramatistas from Managua’s roadside to

‘notoriety .throughout Central and South

America.

Plymouth resident Kris Darby is a
member of the group and organized this
trip to the United States for the pair of
Nicaraguan potters.

Guzman and Rodriguez taught a class
of 15 on the techniques of throwing clay
and working without a potters wheel to
make black pottery, so known for its
shiny black surface.

In Central and South America their
work is widely known and the pair are
considered among the best-known
ceramatistas, according to Darby. Their
success is due not only to creative
impulse and deft hands, Darby said, but
to the efforts of Potters for Peace. She
knows because she saw the benefits first-

Please see pg. 7

Canton dancers clear the floor

Masters of Dance earn their name with platinum honors at tourney

BY SCOTT GOODWIN

For many young people, Orlando, FL can be something of a
wonderland. With Disneyworld, Universal Studios and Epcot
Center, it is a place where, according to the commercials,
dreams become a reality.

- For one dance company in Canton that ad line really paid off.

Masters of Dance Arts studio, located off Canton Center
Road, recently attended the Dance Educators of America 1998
National Tournament. The tournament is the biggest the group
attends all year, and is the ultimate summation of a year’s hard
work and practice.

This year, Masters took 50 of its best dancers down to the
week-long competition. They competed against the best in the
nation in various categories and age groups. When it was all
over, Masters dance studio was one of the most celebrated of the
event, with every dancer attending bringing home top prizes.

This is how it works:

The dancers compete either in teams, as individuals or in
large choreographed groups. They are each given scores by a
~ panel of Judges A score of 80 out of 100 is good, like school,
about a B-minus. A score between 90-97 receives “gold” recog-
nition, nearly the highest honor given.

An elite few receive scores at 98 or above. These are called
“platinum” numbers, the very best the judges can give: nearly

S 2 B I S I TP R B T

perfect.

When the Masters’ dancers returned home after the tourna-
ment, each had received platinum distinction, either as team
members or individuals.

“I was almost feeling bad for the other studios,” said Mary
Helen Stewart, Masters of Dance owner and choreographer. “I
can’t begin to tell you how excited everybody was, how much
appreciation everybody was giving us.’

At last year’s national tournament in Las Vegas, Masters
teams all received gold scores, still better than most teams.

“This year we were just hoping to improve our gold scores,”
Stewart said. “We really didn’t expect to all jump to platinum.”

In addition to receiving high scores, several of the teams also
took top places in their respective divisions. The “Supercal”
group took top honors in the petite division, ages 6-9. They also
competéd in the platinum competition, pitting the tournament’s
top scores across all age groups against one another. Even
though they were competing against teams with dancers twice
their age, “Supercal”.took fourth place out of nearly 100 groups.

Other teams to place well included “Hercules” in the junior

division, “Control” in the pre-teen division and the “Guys and

Dolls” production, which earned Stewart a $1,000 top-honor
prize for choreography.

Please see pg. 8

Agenda
—

THIS WEEK

- Tomorrow, The City of
Plymouth’s Zoning Board
of Appeals meets at 7 p.m.
in City Hall.

- All this week, Canton’s
Summit on the Park is
closed for annual mainte-
nance. Call 734-397-5110.

« All this week, “Familiar
Faces”, an exhibit of
Plymouth photographer Jill
Andra Young's portraiture,
will run at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council,
744 N. Sheldon Rd. The
series of black-and-white
photographs depicts
Plymouth personalities in
illustrations of their profes-
sions. Call 734-455-7787.

NEXT WEEK

+ Monday, Plymouth’s City
Commission meets at 7
p.m. in City Hall.

- Tuesday, Canton’s Board of
Trustees meets at 7 p.m. in
the Canton-Administration
Building, 1150 S. Canton
Center Rd.

- Thursday, celebration of the
Plymouth Historical
Museum’s 50th anniver-
sary begins with a parade.
Route that starts in Kellogg
Park at 6:30 p.m., and
includes the Dodworth Civil
War Band.

- Friday, Plymouth’s 43rd
annual Fall Festival begins
at noon in downtown

Plymouth.
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