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The MAIL
- Attitude

BY PAUL CHANDLER

We've got our fingertips today on the edge of what |
know is a crucial story in this area. It has to do with an
increase in the total assessed valuation of Plymouth Town-
ship property—armnd

It”* a tough nut to understand. however, and some
of the maneuvers still are in the works. But it involves
increased taxes. more money for th, schools. and other
things that strike right at the heart of local problems.

and we'll try to provide a rough outline today with a
fuller news story next week.

To start with, the declared assessed valuation of property

in Plymouth Township for 1957 has been jumped about 18 has live membors. The board
percent in the Township's report to Wa¥ne County. It has itself and the School Com-

the total rise, more munity. Planning Grour, have

gone from $30,000,000 to $35,000,000. O
than four million dollars of it is in "personal property"”, as
distinguished from real estate.

In addition to the declared assessed valuation, there is board and a changje in the

another factor that will be applied by state and county (each
do it in separate operations) known as "equalization." An
over-simplified explanation is that the valuations of Town-

ships or cities within a district can be altered arbitrarily on district a broader representation. custodians.
Byron Becker, architect, told
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To Be Vote Proposal k

4..6

The board of education has approved wording for two: . .
special issuis that will go on the June 10 school election ballot TI’{F.@_\G Firms Pld

[ ver-f2rkber €8uRKo tb¥and hE 1 e CiIty . -
other asking for a levy of four and a half mills for operating On Fire Truck

L=—_ g a» } — ) g =S — -

~ To become eligible for a seven-member board, the dis-  sias opened Monday 91#.%/I
trict's eleclors rnust vote to change the Plymouth Community afternoon for the city of Ply-i - /.1I*'ll
School district from a fourth class to a third class district. mouth's new fire truck which will :I

the decision of which to accept ts-

will probably be made at the city /..
commission meeting next Monday &6
night. Low bidder was the Sea- tt
grave company of Columbus, O.
.Estimates on remodeling the Their bid was $19,200. The Howe
general arguments for a larger high school and old junior high company of Anderson, Indiana
school buildings were given to bid $19,531, while the American-
classification. according 10 the board of education at a special LaFrance company of Elmira.
Superintinden: Au-11 libister. meeting Monday night and ap- N.Y. submitted a bid of $19,700.

were

Plymouth'™* school board now

Remodeling Costs
Presented Board

more memben. There are two

For one, many believe that proval was given to pay hikes With a commercial chasis, Howe
seven members will give the large for school maintenance men and submitted an alternate bid of

the basis of "ability to p?/_." As an example, if all the in- Secondly, a third class district
|

dustry should be con fine

area would be asked to contribute more to the schools than
would a purely residential section.

We are informed that Wayne County Board of
Supervisors. when it meets today (Thuroday) plans to
step up sharply the "equalization” factor against Ply-
mouth Township. adding perhaps 19 percent to its al-
ready increased declared asiie**ed valuation.

The net result appears now to be that Plymouth Town-
ship’'s tax base-and contributions to the schools-will be
considerably greater next year than in the past year. This
means higher taxes through the Township; more taxes for
Township industry; and so on.

It will also tend to silence those in the city who
have protested an "inequity" in the property amme--

menlo between city and township. But the city ts being
increamid.too.

The city's own declared valuation for next year has
been increased by about 6 per cent, compared to the Town-
ship's 17 percent. The county "equalization" will add another
11 percent, we are told.

As we said, we'll try to pin this down during the next
Aw weeks and keep everyone posted. Sooner or later we
should be able to report, in dollars, how much taxes are rising
in both city and township.

A friend has sent along some ancient history references
to provide assurance that there is nothing really new about
the deadlock in the state legislature; nor the hue and cry over
government taxes; nor the alarm over public morals.

In 42 B.C. Hybreas said to Mark Anthony: "If the govern-
ment can legislate two yearly tax tributes, it can doubtless
legislate us a couple of summers each year and a double har-
vest time. How else are we going to meet these ever-in-
creasing taxes?"

In 134 B.C.. Cicero was clearly heard to bewall:
"For behold. the fln: of June. and nothing dono by the

Senate.”

And Cato candidly observed sometime along about 200 B.C.,

"Anything more corrupt than the man and times of today
cannot be corteived.”

Come to think of it. weve beon meaning to ask
the Plymouth city fathers a question for a Year now:
Shouldn'i there be a street sign on the woot Bide of Main
street indicating the corner of Starkweather?

I'm sure that absent street signs fouled up more than one
chariot driver in the days of grandeur that were Rome. A
particularly bad corner was that one where every driver
turned down Via Bologna when he really wanted Via Appia.

AnNd if you don't think untiled sewers were a problem
in old VVenice, just check with any history book.

The swiftest-passing year in history was concluded on
April 30. It was just one year ago, May 1, 1956, that | assumed
charge of The Plymouth Mail. Where did those 52 weeks go~?

Plymouth's own Edward C. Hough can be seen peeking a
sharp eye through a telescopic sight and down the gun barrel
of a Daisy air rifle in an advertisement in the national maga-
zines these days. The ad promotes Employers Mutuals In-
surance of Wausau and appeared a week ago in U.S. News

and World Report, with future schedules set for other maga-
zines and the Detroit Free Press.

A Plymouth youth, Bob Stewart, (son of Mr. and Mrs.
R. J. Stewart of 1368 EIm) stands in the picture with an ad-
miring smile for Ed's technique. Ed explains the origin of the
Daisy name in the picture's cutlines-he says his dad
described the first B-B gun turned out by the company as
"daisy", the latter being an impromptu adjective of admira-
tion, and from thence it was turned into the proper noun,

"Daisy.

Lions to Sell White Canes

n one area of a district, then that board hay more,uth®li-9 than the the board .that

present |

$18,571.
City voters approved a pro-

it will cost an position on the April 1 ballot

unn class. r or InNianCe, estimatea $41,rt= to repair Ine which will raise taxes Bi per

last year the board wanted to old junior high for senior high $1,000 of valuation during, the

trade a small piece of pro ertly
behind Starkweather schoal fo
piece owned b
perty owner.
not accomplish
the of the people. Dis-
posal of real property is one
of the privileges given a third
class board.

this without

vote

Both the change in district remiogeling In the NIgh SCNool is accidents that occurred
classification and the levy issue the [brary, art and
require a simple majority vote rool..-.

for approval and all qualified A

electors may vote on the issues.

of The Mail) doom not actually
mean an incrim of taxio. at-

though the wording on the
ballot will not point thin out.

The ballot proposal will ask if

the limit on taxes should beoin- alicees Promote FIx-up

creased by 4 4 mills for a perio

of five years. School officials want ,., .
to point out that taxes will not ¥1€€K with Product Sale by he

actually be increased, but that

. dH
the 4 4 mills will be “borrowea L0Cal Jaycee members will be’Knce™to

from two present millage sources.. stahl:ing a Moor-to-door campaign Bolpital. *

use,

athe poard. It will cost another
a Brivate pro- $36 412 to remodel the senior
he board could higii building.

2

fixtures in the rest rooms, some
newl doors and the removal of

s d th
wer & WMl DE éﬁeaﬁcﬁgfo‘@w 5. Ann Arbor road whe
The Pay Increase wi take effect to withesses. a car
Jul,+ 1.

according to the desires of coming fiscal year.

Ypsi Man Injured
In Friday Mishap

One person was injured in

lans for the junior high call
new windows, new plumbing

| |0Iogy. da)furﬂé%
$100 a year increase in

ions and had four ribs broken.

car. Motley was driving south.

Ped him to the side of the
take

Sure Signs
Of Sprin g

THERE ARE TWO sure

tWO ] ] ) "
last Fri- signs thal sgrlng_ has arrived
ht on Ann Arbor road. In-in P

mouth. One’im the S|9lt(1$t

was Edmon H. Morgan, 59, of fishermen along the ba

pta%;fif 8A84.alony Lreek.rad,

; - has heen offered the maintenance
The millage iuue (as an- and custodial workers. For those

nouncid in the April 4 edition whc

si- of the area's lakes and

reams and the other is see-

Y

Morgan was driving east on ing Theodore Schoof, 148 S.
hASearding, plbrogks at warknis. gats

© to heed a stoPr ' tie YHE 5tMRTdan's 'Pote. for beauty

if not for

fish. It is the Phoénix Lake

Morgan was thrown out of the dam along Northville road. At
car ilnto the intersection. Passers- 93 years of age. Schoof still

pushes a cultivator and plants

ayne”dod’uﬁwbd'(éngg)ami_, garden near his smal

arme

Two milte that were voted in for the Blind Product Sales com- , An hourfarlier, at 8:45 p.m.: a acres in the neighborhood

1952 will expire this year.

etc.).
The other 246 miills is being
theoretically "transferred" from

. . ers, e by sjve ed",
millage now used to retire bonds. @& Wil B mme iately avail- of the William's ve

Millage will be decreased from

thte bond issues of 1951,1952 and a-b|'2 t© purchasers.

1955.

Th. 44 mills. U approved. im
needed to finance thi increased
cost of operating now *chools.
paying now loachers and in-
“Voters approved a similar

posal in 1955 when a seven-mil
bond issue was approved for

$3,000,000. This money is now Alore election spirit than has
being used for the junior high, bec.

the recent erection of Gallimore
school and part of it is still to be

or their annual 3 .
N ect, the members will cir- Arbor Road and South Main, 10 Plymouthiles. Though now
cuklti- in the Plymouth vicinity -Police said that Mrs. Williams retired. he points out:hat "a
selljng surh items as brooms was making a left turn onto Main man's got to do something
clethespin bags and ironing board and that Pence. going at an "ex- with his time" and spends it

9091 Brookline, and Billy Lee
rofit-making Pence, Royal Oak. collided at Ann

blind persons.,,ce ' StI’LH:k the front

icle.

was injured.

This Pany g#-Detroit, as part of "Paint- car driven by Sylvia Williams,. and raised hundreds of
two mills has been used for upP, Fa-up, Clean-up Week."
operating expenses (paying
teachers, running the buildings, Prol

chickens. selling the produce

0 one doing things that a man of 60

may not attempt.

Valls of Posters Enliven High

po-ic/tool Student Electioneering

_ _ With signs plastering the candidates-a boy and a girl-
n seen in Plymouth in walls of the three story build- who aig.segkinodhedabiof mayor
many years can be found at ing such as "Don’t Be Silly, \watson, friendly but competitive
used for. the construction of Pbrmouth high school where VVote for Selle”, "All Bevers in their bids i
another.elementary building and neiCt Tuesday the student are Industrious, Especiall

or election. At

points out that he is the only bo

overhauting of the old junior bocly Will go to the polls to Diane (Bevers)" and Don't Be seeking. any. of, th ipqqul];ssmgé/j

high. The seven mills voted in vol.e for the all-school offi- a Moose, Vote for Bruce", the

that election had also been "bor-

rowed" from already-voted bond cerS: class officers and Stu- campaigns are now In high gear.

issues and expiring millage.
The present school millage is

$21.95 for each $1,000 of valua-
tion.

Besides these two proposals, the
Monday, June 10 election will
provide a race for two board of
education vacancies. The terms of
Warren Smith and Mrs. Esther
Hulsing are expiring. Both of
these members and four other
people are known to have taken
out nominating petitions. The
petitions must be filed by 4 p.m.
on Saturday, May 11.

The following is the exact
wording of the two proposals as
they appear on the ballot:

Tax Levy Propoul
"Shall the
total amount of taxes which may
be assessed against all property
in Plymouth Community School
District, Wayne and Washtenaw
Counties, Michigan. for all pur-
poses, except taxes levied for the
payment of interest and principal
on obligations incurred prior to
December 9, 1932, be increased,
provided by Section 21.
Article X of the Constitution of
Michigan, by forty-five hundred-
ths of 1 per cent (0.45 per cent)
A 4, mills) of the assessed valua-

limitation on the

as

(Continued on Page 8)

To Continue Program for Blind Northville Road Crash

As a means of continuing their make their way in a world Of Kl”S DetrC)lt Woman

policy of standing ready to serve darkness. was originated by the

the special needs of Plymouth Lions Clubs. It was the Lions ’

people toward better health and Clubs of America which founded
living, the Lions Club will this the Leader Dogs for the Blind at
Friday and Saturday hold their Rochester, Michigan.

annual White Cane Sale on the

downtown streets. of the work of Lions Clubs. In

The Plymouth Lions Club. Plymouth the Lions have

eI the Lions Gl enaagedinayaied Rrpasamafsen

Ct. CUU is 2, Cisonn eidsep

ol
Mmase ignanayel agpeal for nearRingah IS area, S

their program of service to the the Interlochen Music Camp,

community. have contributed to the band uni-

Most widely known to the form fund for the high school,

f%grll Masmbuignggedllp,Whh ctarraviinthl

A Detroit woman died Wed-
nesday night of last week of in-
juries she received in an auto
accident at Northville and Six

But aid to the blind is only part Mile roads.

o She is Mn. Rooe Meelinton, 46,
QB re 8riToUTS To" My iy

Sanatorium where they were

Ump north

driven by VVern Lavassauer, 40, of
Northville.

truck traveling

Mrs. McClinton was taken. to

derit Counsel delegates.

8
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RIVALS FOR the job = Plymou:h high chool the aggégslg%etmcl%ggtu%%er:yaélaqeesvvevﬂliQg

mayor are Al Spigarelli and Shug Watson who are
friendly but compolitive candidal- Al im the only boy
s-king the all-school offic- On the thoory *hal those

be at least one boy in office.”
Shug retorts that "Girls are

Leading the ballot will be two just as capable of doing the job

as boys" and the reason that girls
almost fill the entire slate is be-
cause '"girls get in and battle
more while boys spend their time
on sports.”

At's brother. Ray, was mayor
last year. This year's retiring
mayor is Biff Tail. Tbe last
girl mayor was Jane Nulty who
held office two years ago.

(As young
voters, the lady mayor candi-
date's real name is Sharalyn but
she prefers Shug, which is short
for Sugar.)

Voting machines win be used
by the student electorate Tues-
day.

Other candidates for the all-
school offices are: vice-mayor,
Janet Spigarelli and Nancy
Eaton; secretary, Ann Cooper and
Mary Jane West: treasurer, Anne
Denndny and Diane Fuelling.

These are the candidates for

class officers with the 11 th grade
slate who will be seniors next

information for

year, etc:
tith Grade Slate

President, Bill Hubert, Bruce
Curtis; vice-president, Dick Ben-
nett, Gae Ponto; secretary, Diane
Bever. Mary Lee Haug; treasurer,
Mary Hayer, Roger Kenner; stu-

(Continued on Page 8)

Livonian Stabs
Plymouth Youth

A 17-year-old Plymouth boy

| Bigger School Board g==r -

99,1 1 .-7

Eat While Y
Urged at P,

Three outstanding local artists

will appear May 11 when the ,

Plymouth Symphony Orchestra
presents its first pops concert.

Jo Ann Hulce and Nat Sibbold
will be featured in popular and
light operatic songs, while
Evelyn Woods, pianist, will play
a concerto with the orchestra. All
three artists will be remembered
for distinguished performances
with the symphony during the
past season.

Starting at 8:30 p.m. in the
high school gym, the concert will
be followed by a dance to the
music of Joe Skrcynski's swing
orchestra. Ample room will be
available for dancing and the
audience will continue to use the
tables that they used during the

concert.

Plans for the symphony part
of the program include popu-
lar opiratic -lections. Strauss
favorile-. Gershwin melodies
and a musical grab-bag of
novelty pieces. Selections from

"My Fair Lady" will also be

included.

The popular nature of the

a1

Symphony Orchestra. Tickets are
available at Beyer .Drug stores,
Car! Caplin's Clothes, Cabsady's
and frrim mi,mbers of the
Women's Committee of tht- Sym-
phony Society.

Delegation Hopes
To Welcome Ship

A group of Plymouth area
citizens are hoping to travel to
Plymouth. Mass., next month to
I welcome the Mayflower to the
AmMmerican shore,-but the sche-

4 dule of the wind-powered vessel
is so uncertain that the local

4 delegation is finding it difficult
to make plans.

Mayflower Hotel Manager
Ralph Lorenz is chairman of the

group of about six couples hoping
to make the trip. But at thi- last
report, it looked doubtful if the
Mayflowc-r would' make Ply-
mouth, Mass. in time for its May
23-25 welcoming festivities. Hotel
reservations have already been
made by the Plymouth (Mich.)

music will be blended with an in- delegation, Lorenz said. but some

formal and friendly atmosphere.

will not be able to go if the date

The audience will be seated at is changed.

gaily-colored tables where ven-

. T replica of t Mayflower
ders will sell and serye beverages leit ﬁﬁ/mouth,hﬁng%n two
and snacks."Cookies baked by the
Women's Committee will also be weeks ago after several delays.

<> EF m =y = 9 |
Lighting effects and decora.

—
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Seyfried Jewelers Start Sale

was.stahed.Jast Fyiday.buitaot Signs wil give the. gympasium. a To Liquidate Stock Today

youth, fallowing an argument the

er a girt

party. The pops concert and

ance is being arranged by a

According to Livonia police, the committee headed by Mr. and
Plymouth youth, Robert A. Paul- Mrs. William Fronk who intend
ger of 40775 Ann Arbor road, was to provide a varied and popular gin its going out of business sale

18, of Livonia, pulled a knife out

of
pea

A youth group, in addition to

to scare him off. Paulger kept the committee, will assist in
coming at him, and Bates stabbed serving refreshments. It is ex. cluding fixtures, etc.

him.

pected that the pops concert and

public is the se&rvice club's dedi- d l d hiahl Wayne County General hospital
ration to a program for the blind. andrecen y-spon_sore a- 19Ny~ where she later died. Her pas-
The White Cane, in universal use successful diabetic detection pro- senger, Mrs. India Roach, 42, 00

by sightless persons to help them gram In Plymouth. 4856 Lindale, was not injured_ i well.

with the biggeet and mo,1-1 peeters win. a huge poster
adverti,Ing Gao Ponto for next year's senior vice-

prisident 10 -en in the background on the *chool stair-

The incident occurred at 2:45 dance will prove to be so unusual
a.m. at 38052 Joy road.

Ralph Seyfried. owner of Sey-

fried Jewelers, 839 Penniman,
announced that hir store will be-

ptrgtglrltgérérsnent that today and that he expects to

continue the sale until his entire

stock of merchandise is sold, in-

Seyfried, who resides at 1476
Penniman, has been in business

and enjoyable that it will become here since 1952. The slore will be

Bates was released after ques- a traditional spring benefit for open to shoppers this Thursday

tioning by Livonia police.

the support of the Plymouth . and Friday evening until 9 p.ni.



