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Unsightliness Of Area Blamed

Big Plant By-Passes Township
| After several monthsof nego. ver has learned that the com- Road just east of Lilley Road, mately $1,500,000 andemployat According to Harold Fischer, junk piles and other blight in

Uations the Minnesota Mining pany has settled on an indus- under consideration and, at one least 100 persons. director of the Plymouth Area the immediate area betweenthe

and Manufacturing Company, trial park in Farmington as time, only a few weeks ago it The decision to forego Ply- Planning Commission, who ad- new branch bank and General

0 , one of the largest plastic flrms the site for its latest expansion was felt certaln that the Town- mouth Townshlp came= as a mitted that the new plant was Drive and decided the environ-

in the country, has turned its Of activities. ship site would be chosen. shock to area planners, but lost, MNIM officials stated••the ment was not conducive to a

back on Plymouth Township as It has-been known for some *** more salrprising thanthecholce unsightllness of the areaplayed site for a big new modernplant.
Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing Co.

has rejected a proposed plant site in Plym-
a site for a new multi -million time that the MMY officials THE NEW plant was to com- of Farmington, was the reason a major role in the Mnal dects- ***
dollar plant. had a location in the Gould prise 65,000 square feet and was given by the Minnesota firm for ton': "SAD PART of the decision,"

outh Township and is negotiating with own- The Plymouth Mall & Obser- Industrial Park on Ann Arbor to have been valued at approxt- bypassing Plymouth. He said they·pointed to the Fischer said, 'fts thatMMMnot

ers of the Farmington Township Industrial
Park. Unsightliness of the Plymouth site and -

only turned down the Township

"better facilities" in Farmington have been
-<i.. ' site, but from what we can

1. gather paid $6,000 an acre more
cited as the reasons. Officials of 3M haven't t. :..                                                                                                                                                                               .. for the Farmington property

confirmed the story, however. 1 --- ..1 . .IME than they would havebeenaskeda rin 21 15,E. Robert Turner, 41, former Burbank, i .illii .5//
to pay here.

Calif. city manager, has been named execu-
.r.4 1<61.5, 28

, tive director of the fledgling Southeastern ·"They let it be tmown that it1.4:44-'-ff was worth the price for an en-
Michigan Council of Governments (COG). 64-9

I..- /+ ./ f./ 1/.46-I-'_,.
vironment that was protecled,

He starts work April 1 as chief hired man for ,;-e,i'-··-*US such as they found in Farm-
the cooperative agency that covers six metro- ?95 - ington."

politan counties. Turner has been city man- .
. r.- Ironically, loss of the MAIM

ager of Brookfield, Mo.; Springfield, Ore., f 2/0//Ie.....:,0./. 11.iri.'rid:A plant comes at a time when the
- entire Plymouth area is on theand Boulder, Colo. __ ____ .              :. i:

- - *.... Al'll.1/- .. e .ad; hunt for new industry as a means
-

I"91 i<MI'l- L          - of obtaining a broader taxbase.
-                                               -  P ·1 4 + 2.1 Supervisor John McEwed..10199111,11171!........... ... .-Iwill 3.0,4 y 1 rik f pointed Out only a week ago that

....  #A/#/,96 ..2** 1 -- every effort was being made to
i The Communists stepped up their Viet- improve the area between Ann

nam offensive with a division ready to attack , · 5 -?bwyi -1.-, : 2,74 g. 1 k .3 t j,  ./. . 1».--22:* tf/l ,? It2 /'F

Arbor Road and Joy Road fromk I I 43<441. „. :. 0 -IAmerican positions at Da Nang.
· . ';1 . 1.€· j;'·9 3 4«2:::t-2

®"hap...... . I Haggerty Road to Sheldon Road

AL,2 I '. '41 . (approximately fouls square
:'. ...:.1. *m Z

I. .2+ . ---il.

'/t: &25€ AN#I miles) and make it more attrac-

.j . 1.1-t....Ob-!uy#5·fjlfeab#rriAY,T8p5f '. 6 - *:4*r,/Ry .fialt : . %. X- X 336 5 .,4 :liRREERIT,4. tive to industry.
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FARMINGTON - John Early, 26-year-
old roofer, was found guilty in Oakland
County Circuit Court of the August, 1967,
shooting of his ex-wife, Shirley, 30. A jury
convicted Early on a charge of intent to do
great bodily harm less than murder. Judge
Robert Templin set March 8 for sentencing.
Maximum penalty would be imprisonment
for 10 years. Early is being held in the coun-
ty jail in lieu of $25.000 bond.

**

FARMINGTON - Four joint meetings
annually have been proposed for the Farrn-
ington City Council and Township Board to
improve communications between the two
governments on matters of mutual interest.
City approval of the idea was voted this week,
and township trustees will weigh it Monday.

-

BEDFORD - Employees Civil Service
Commission Chairman William Shaw ac-
knowledged that many "gray" areas of the
commission's duties need clarifying. Enter-
ing its second year of activity, the commis-
sion is operating under a new state law. Corn-
pounding problems is the township's require-
ment to bargain with Teamsters union
representatives, who were chosen by the em-
ployees about the same time civil service
began. . * *

BEDFORD - Senior citizens tax exemp-
tion applications have been submitted thus

 far by 633 persons in the.nearly 80,000 person
township. . * *

UVONIA - The city isn't suggesting
that anyone get a gun, but for those who have
them legally, instruction schools will be set

I up by the police on orders of the mayor.
While a lot of people got them for "self pro-
tection" at home, the clinics will be used to
teach "self safely" in handling, using and
storing the weapons.

*

LIVONIA - Trying to catch up with Dis-
trict growth, and to anticipate the future,
Livonia's school board is preparing to build
three rnore elernentary schools, a 10th junior
high school, expand two other junior highs, is
building a fourth senior high and considering
a vocational or technical school, all at a cost
of millions. With 34,500 pupils now, the dis-
trict expects eventually to have 50,000.

i What' s Inside

.i. r

'. 1.

Diw signature:> O,1 Ine 4, per-

itions that were filed with his

office a week ago. Under the
law the required number of

signatures needed was a total
equal to 15 per cent of the votes
cast for governor in the last
state election. This amountedto

520 and the certified signatures
far surpass that number.

Now that the certlfication has
been made, the City Commis-
sion will be notified at its next

regular meeting . on Monday,
Feb. 19. At that time the Com-
mission will have the oppor-

tunity to set a date for aspecial
election or take thee matter

under advisement.

'Should the Commission

act," Slider- pointed out, 'lt
must call for the special elec -

JA. Campaign
Nears Its Goal

In the first week of the 1968
Junior Achievement fund drive,
the Plymouth area has contri-
buted $1,903 which is 35 per
cent of its quota.

The over-all goal for the six-
county Southeastern Michigan
area is $410,000.

'*1•219/40. 2%4/44**%*kilig. 45
0-9. f.rrt)42/__ritguts 6.

M ara LUCK!

It Comes

In Bunches
A man, who for obvious

reasons wished to remain
nameless, remarked "This
just isn't my week.·'

He made this prophette
statement after a furnace

he was operating caught fire
and the names forced him to

crawl out of the building on

his hands and knees.
To him this was the last

straw.

On Monday, he paid his

Michigan income tax, which

ts a bitter pill for anyone,he
said.

On Tuesday, his ex-wife
hauled him back into court

over an alimon> dispute.
And, then, on Wednesday,

the furnace blew up in his

face.
Someone near him re-

marked, ·'What youneed is a
good drunk.·'

With a smirk on his face,
the luckless man said to the

commentator, "I can't. The
doctors won't let medrink."

923/

itions

' sing
"the clerk shallnotifytheCom-
mission at the next regular
meeting," which, in this case,
is Feb. 19.

The Commission has sched-

tilet! a rn@etlng for next Monday
night' to act as a committee of
the whole in eliscussing the

proposed zoning ordinance, In-
asmuch as this is not a regular
meeting no action can be taken
on the petitions.

Ce:lification of the sig-
natures is a signal victory for
the three commissioners who

voted against the open housing
ordinance last Dec. 4. On that

occasion Commissioner George
Hudson was joined by Commis-
stoner Arch Valller and Mayor
James Jabara.

In voting against the ordin-
ance the trlo went on record

that they would much prefer to
have the people vote on the
measure than have the matter

settled by a majority vote of
the seven members ofthe Com-

mission.

They got their wish.

Building Lags
In Township

Plymouth Township Super-
visor John McEwen termed the

month of January a slow month

fo I buildint permits.

Onl> 12 pen.kit:, were isbued
for the entire first month of

1968. Fees from the permits
amounted to $731 and the total
value of the construction was

$260,417.

'94:€ge*

of architects and school ad-

ministrators as outstanding ex-
amples of new school designs.

Both schools, Plymouth Sen-
tor High School #2 and Ply-
mouth Middle School #3, will
be exhibited at the American
Association of School Admin-

istrators Conference, Feb. 17-
21, at Convention Hall in At-
lantic City, N.J.

The exhibit will display edu-
catlonal buildings from allsec-
tions of tht, country elected by

the jury from hundreds of sub-
mitted designs.,

Plymouth Sefilor High School
#2 is an $8.5 million, 2000-
student building knproved by
the voters in June i967. It is

the first unit in what is planned

to become a unique high school
educational park for the school
district.

Plymouth Middle School #3
is a $3 million facility which

will house 1,000 students in
grades 6 through 8. Construe-
tion is scheduled for completion
in time for occupancy next fall.

Business Plaza

N ears Reality
Plymouth Plaza, withcovered

sidewalks on Ann Arbor Trail,

moved anot he r step toward
reality during theweekwhenthe
merchants approved the
working drawings for the plan.

Bids will· be taken and the

work started just as soon as
the weather will permit

The Plaza will comprise the
series of business places from
Peterson'ss Drug Store to Bonnie
Discount.

WCity Certifies Pet
COSTLY UNSIGHTLINESS - These piles of junk

and rubbish in the industrial park just off Ann Arbor

For Vote On Hou eyesore to the residents. It came to light during the
Road at the viaduct are proving to be more than an

week that a major manufacturing concern turned
Opponents of the City of Ply- tion not less than 40 days nor down the site for a new plant because of the envi ron-

mouth's open housing ordinance more than 90 days from the
who petitiotied the City Ce-u- date of its action." ment.

mission to have the matter Asked why the City Com-

placed on the ballot have won mission would not be notified Two PlymouthSchooktheir fight. · officially until Feb. 19, Slider
explained that the law states,

City Clerk Gene Slider has
announced that he has certified P icked For Exhibition

1/ 18

Cold as winter mornings are, trainers are
working out harness race horses, many of
them colts, on the Northville Downs track.
Picture story on Page lB.

George Wallace will run for President;
national news roundup on Page 2B.

European sentiment swings behind the
U.S. stand in Vietnam; world news roundup
on Page 5B.

Engagements and weddings ........ 9A

Area obituaries .................... 11A

Sports ...... ....................... 6-9B

Two Plymouth School Dis-
trict schools designed by

O'Dell, Hewlett and Lucken-
bach, Birmingham architects,
have been selected by a jury

Township
'Farmers'

Take Stand
The long-awaited revision of

Plymouth Township's zoning
ordinance No. 14 will not be

forthcoming for at least another
month, and possibly longer.

Retaining agricultural zoning
and the new zoning map are the
two items that have halted final

approval thus far.
John McEwen, township sup-

ervisor, pointed out that there
is aquestion in his mindwhether
the township should still keep
the little amount of land left

as agricultural or change it
to single family classification.

He said that some of the

members of both the planning
commission and the tmnship
board want agricultural land
to stay unchanged.

At a joint meeting between
the Township Planning Com-
mission andthe Township Board
Wednesday night, there wass
some dinerence of opinion as
to how the new zoning map
should look, he said.

McEwen said that the two

bodies made excellent progress
however, but that apublic hear-
ing on the proposed ordinance
will not be forthcoming until
it has been presepted to the
heads of home owners groups

in the township.

***

TO THIS end the Township
is working with the County Drain
Commission incondemning land
for a right of way to install a
drainage system. Under this
plan, the new drain, woulc run
down General Drive, Just east
of Lilley Road, then veer east
to accommodate the Spartan
Stores warehouse, and thence
on to Canton Township. This
would beonlyone of three drains
now on the boards for the indus.
trial area.

Need for additional industry
has been pointed out several
times in recent weeks. In his

annual report to the Area Plan-
ning Commission, Fischer

pointed out that though six new
firms located in theareaduring
1967, the growth did not keep
pace with the residential boom.

Later, School Supt. James
Rossman sounded a warning that
with the projected boom in the
next five years, additional in-
dustry was of vital importance
and that without it there cou,
be financial chaos.

Hopes had been high that
MMM would choose the Ant AL
bor Road site--and that -5 -,hy
the loss came as a real :nock.

City Joins
Protest

On Trains
The City of Plymouth will

join in the protest against the
Cd,O Railroad curtailing pas-
senger Service atapublic hear-
ing scheduledin Detrotton Wed-
nesday, Feb. 28.

The City Commlssion destg-
nated City Attorney 26.195VII

Lowe to attend the hearing and
present Plymouth's protest.

City Manager Richard Elod-
gett had asked that the attorney
be instructed toprepare abrief.
But this was ruled out when
Commissioner Varner stated

that a protest, in person,would
be sumcient.

For some time it has been
rumored that theC&Owasplan-
ning to eliminate the train that
stops in Plymoutheach morning
on its way to Detroit, and
returns each evening.

At the time the plan was
rumored City Manager Blodgett
refused to enter a protest on
the grounds that "we must wait
until we hear officially from the
Public Service Commission."

TH/S /S A...
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CRIB. car·bed. jim,r--t. 001
dy=.Im. 0 month,-41- 1 -m pro-

Observer Want Ads are short and sweet.
Readers get the message fast. , People sell
their goods fast. ,Everybody is happy. That's
why nearly everyone uses the. Observer. You
can too.„Dial GA }4900 or 63-5500. It's
so easyl

1 11
Fire, Explosion Injure Three

IN THE WAKE OF EXPLOSION - Ine comomauon of fire and an explosion in-
iured three men and caused considerable damage at the Plymouth Heat Treating
plant on east Ann Arbor Road. This is the scene after the fire was brought under
control. £ 8

A fire followed by an ex-
plosion in a steel heat-treat-
lag furnace at the Plymouth
Heat Treat Co., 42280 E. Ann
Arbor Rd., caused injuries to
three workers there Wednes-
day afternoon.

Injured were Robert Howe,
23, 02 185 Hartsough, Plymouth,
Leon Scheall, 28, «32505 New-
ago, Westland, and Jim Manson,
35, of 13512 McClumpha, Pty-
mouth.

The three men were inNred
when the nace exploded some
time aner it bad almady been
on flre and was believed to be
0.1 of dger.

TOWNSHI FIRE Depart-

ment Capt. Barney Maas said

that his men were rolling up

the hoses getting ready to leave
when they heard the furnace
blow up inside the building.

The firemen had rushed to

the building only an hour be-
fore when the furnace was first

reported burning.
One of the injured, Leon

Scheall, had been feeding steel
Into one end of the furnace,
which is used in the hardening

process. When he began to
pull it from the other end flames
shot out in his face.

He and two other men had to

crawl along the noor of the

small building to escape. No
one was hurt from the first

 fire.

Before the second e '061011.

Scheall said he thought the oil,
which is inside the furnace -rd

coots the steel, sorr gor--7 Can --
on fire.

However, no one knew ho·
the 011 could have been sparked.

AFTER IT appeared .4-·'· Csr -
ger from the burning --1.=22:
had passed, Schr-2- .,f l.- ·
other men went to recheck ae
furnace. When he agall: opened
the door, it exploded.

There was no explanation for
the second nare-up.

The men were rushed to the

office of Dr. William M. Ross,
1311 Ann Arbor Fi.

Ciptain Maas sal<; rha. cney

all fuffered fairly bad burns.4 v
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