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j Dr. Clark Dies
5 1In Prison Fall

Dr. Ronald E. Clark, 61, former Far-

8 mington Township physician, died Thur-

sday morning in Jackson State Prison when

he fell 30 feet from a fifth floor corridor to a
concrete floor below.

- Clark was serving sentences for the
deaths of Mrs. Grace Neil of Livonia and
Mrs. Hannah Bowerbank of Detroit, both
former nurses of his. The courts found Clark
guilty in the deaths of both for ad-

ministering an overdose of sodium pento-
thal (truth serum).

Jackson Prison Lieutenant Jessee Worth

, said Clark apparently fainted and slipped

beneath the iron safety rail. State Police

report there are two eye-witnesses to the

incident. Clark had been suffering from a

bleeding ulcer, but cause of the fainting is
unknown at this point.

Mrs. Violet Clark, the doctor's widow,
says she and attorney James E. Wells of
Southfield have several questions about
why the ailing prisoner was allowed to be
kept in the top tier of cells.

Wells, who defended Clark in the Mrs.
Bowerbank manslaughter trial, said he
would raise these questions at the coroner's
inquest to be held Monday before a six-man
coroner's jury in Jackson County.

Wells claims Clark had been harassed by

3 prisoners and was frequently approached

by homosexual inmates. A letter he wrote

to his wife on Thursday indicated the doctor
was in good spirits, says Mrs. Clark.
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Close For Tre-Ore

The Observer Newspapers general
offices at 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, and the
Southfield editorial office at 20099 wW. 12
Mile, will be closed for business and the
switchboards off from noon to 3 p.m. on

Good Friday, March 31, to allow employes
to attend services in the churches of their

choice.
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ARKET FIRE - The Great Scott Market,

* Sheldon and Ann Arbor R(ds, Plymouth Township,
suffered an early morniig fire Tuesday. Most of the
damage was caused by smoke and water. The fire

started at 3:33 a.m., but 13 9 a.m. the store was open

.Yk

for business. Three stock boys, who were in the store at

the time the fire started, had 1:0 throw a shopping cart
through a plate glass window to escape the blinding
smoke. There were no injuries. Cause of the fire is still
under investigation. ( Photo by Ken Garner)

The Stroller

Nostalgia Marks Beyer Sale

Al

By W.W. EDGAR

: 1 On one wall was a souvenir

given to the

r customers in 1920. On another

was a full page ad taken from

6 the Plymouth Mail in 1921

lauding the performance of
the old Edison phonograph.
ANd all over the place there
were reminders of a by-gone
day when Beyer's Pharmacy
was one of the most popular

» places in Plymouth.

i

+1 Now, amid these bits of
4 nostalgia, Bob Beyer, the

fl smiling pharmacist, leaned

back in his chair, grinning

M from ear to ear.
1 "Wait till you hear the
J arguments now." he chuckled

as he revealed the terms of the

impendind sale,aLthe, wa

4 be arguing over the old
9 nuestion -- which is the oldest

business in

Plymouth.

"l can just hear Bud

a1
M Schrader. the McLarens and
even Ralph Lorenz up at the

1 Mayflower putting in claims
;r for the honor."

The, with a sly wink, he

] added, "What they'll be

forgetting is that the two
stores still will carry the name

4 Beyer Rexall Drugs and

j should be entitled to the honor
j -- regardless of who owns

4 them."

2 Canton kdds

To Recreation

3 Summer Plan

4i

CANTON TOWNSHIP

g Canton's summer recrea-

tion schedule will be expanded
to include the Walker School
area as well as Gallimore
School.

This was made possible by a
$3,500 appropriation from the

board of trustees for the

continuance of the program

conducted with the

cooperation of the Plymouth
YMCA

A further expansion of the
program calls for establish-
ment of a men's slo - pitch
softball league.

Summer fun at the two
elementary schools will follow
much the same pattern as last
year's schedule. On tap will be
field trips as well as a full
schedule of crafts, games and

sports.

BOB POINTED to a large
certificate presented to him
by the Plymouth Historical
Society at the time of the
Plymouth Centennial in 1967,
certifying that the Beyer
Pharmacy was started more
than 100 years ago and that it
was the oldest continuing
business in Plymouth.

"That's enough for me,"
Bob said. "Up to.then | was
advertising that we were 50
years old. But with the
Historical Society certificate |
quickly changed that to 100

According to the research
done by the society. The

Stroller learned that the

pharmacy was established by

Dr. John Meiler as an

apothecary shop on Liberty
Street in 1865 and was taken
over by Otto Beyer, Bob's
father. who also was an
apothecary, in 1905.

"The shop remained there
until | moved it over to Main
Street in 1960," Bob explained

in tracing the history of the
institution.

"Dad died in the fall of 1941,
shortly before Pearl Harbor,
and | bought it from my
mother in 1947. She passed
away a year later.

"So, you see," he went on,
"this has been a continuous
business for much more than
100 years. Let the others

argue. I'll stick by the
Historical Society."

THE QUESTION. "Which is

the oldest business in

Plymouth?" always has
stirred a debate. That's why
Bob is laughing now, knowing
that it will start again.

If you drive along Main
Street, as you approach the
railroad you'll see the
McLaren sign, saying "Since
1900." Schrader often has
intimfted that the Schrader
Funen*l Home, founded by his
fathec¢ is the' oldest "con-
tinuiftg business, and Lorenz
always has filed a claim as the
individual who has done
business in the same location
for the longest time -- a matter
of 40 years.

"Let them argue," Beyer
smiled, "the Beyer Rexall
Drugs has been established as
the oldest continuing business.
It has been in our family since
1905, but was started 40 years

before that.”

THE BIG question in Bob's
mind Nnow is not which

business is the oldest, but
what he will do to keep active.

"I've been in pharmacy all
of my life," he vouched. "I
graduated from Ferris State
College as a pharmacist and
have known nothing else.
Even the three years | spent in
the Navy were in the phar-

macy.

2 Orehestras Join

INn Concert Plans

The Michigan Youth

The Michigan Youth Sym-

Symphony, sponsored by the phony will be under the baton
University of Michigan and of Norval Withrow, a member
composed of outstanding of the university music staff.
young orchestral players from The group's repertoire in-
the southern half of lower cludes many of the major
Michigan, will share the works for symphony or-
concert stage Sunday with ehestra.

own Youth

Plymouth's
Symphony.

The Plymouth orchestra

will be directed by H. Michael

This joint concert will open Endres and during its half of
at 3 p.m. in Plymouth High the program these selections
School auditorium, Plymouth will be performed:

presenting the first half of the

"Finale from the 5th

program and the orchestra Symphony,"” by Beethoven;
from Ann Arbor the second "Brahm's First Symphony,

half.

Fourth Movement,” "Ber-

It will be a scholarship ceuse and Finale" from the

benefit concert, with proceeds "Firebird

Suite,"” by

supporting scholarship funds Stravinsky; highlights from
of both orchestras. Ticket -West Side Story,” by Bern-
donations will be $2 for adults stein, and "Scarborough
.ind $1 for students, and Fair."

tickets are available at most

Assistant director of the

music stores and pharmacies Plymouth orchestra is Dr.
in,the Plymouth area as well Carlyle Hume, of the music

as from symphony members. faculty at West Middle School.

"Both my wife and | like

boats and maybe I'll try to get
established in that line. | don't

know - but that's what I've
been thinking."

Through the years, Bob
claims Alain Street and
Plymouth haven't changed
very much. He still lives in the
old house on Mill in which he
was born.

"And | still see many of the
fellows | went to school with,
so really things haven't
changed much, if any.

"The biggest change," he

chuckled, "will come now

when | start looking for a job -
for the first time in my life.”
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By FRED DeLANO

After a year of off and on
bargaining sessions,
Plymouth Township's Board
of Trustees and its fire force
have agreed to a one-year
contract which already is
within five weeks of its April
30 expiration date.

Except for the first two
wage categories. which cover
the first year of employment,
firemen receive straight 10
per cent wage hikes under the
new pact, which is retroactive
to last June 30.

Back pay currently is being
calculated for the period of
July 1 to Aug. 15, when the
wage-price freeze went into
effect, and for the period of
Nov. 13, when the freeze was
lifted, to the present.

Township officials said they
do not expect the wage terms
to be negated by the federal
government, even though they
are above the recommended
5.5 per cent level, because the

contract was worked out in

consort with a state-appointed
mediator.

MEANWHILE. the City of
Plymouth and its firemen still
are haggling over a contract
to replace the two-year pact
which expired last June 30.

The last public
nouncement concerning city

an-

negotiations came early in
March from Commissioner
William Silvis of the
municipal bargaining team.
Silvis reported that a wage
increase offer of 15 per cent
had been rejected by the
firemen.

The new township contract
retains a starting salary of
$8,200 as it was before, but the
figures go up at every
following level.

After six months, the
guaranteed salary is upped
from $8,500 to $9,000, an in-
crease of 5.88 per cent. All
other jumps are 10 per cent.

After one year, the salary is
now $10,120 compared to a
previous $9,200; after two
years, $10,780 instead of
$9,800, and after three years,
$11,660 instead of $10,600.

Beginning pay for a

sergeant now becomes $11,880
compared to the previous
figure of $10,800. After six
months at that rank, the
sergeant category increases
to $12,210 whereas it formerly
was $11,100.

FIRE CHIEF James Gignhac
has a full-time force of nine
men: six regular firemen, two
sergeants and one acting
sergeant. He has asked the
board for authorization to hire
three more firemen plus a fire
inspector and this will be
decided when the trustees
meet Tuesday night to con-
sider the township's 1972-1973
fiscal budget.

In addition to granting
raises in salaries, the trustees
sanctioned greater longevity
pay and an increase in the
clothing allowance in their
unanimous approval of the
1971-72 fire contract.

The prolonged bargaining

between the board and

representatives of Local 1496
of thhe International
Association of Fire Fighters
had been punctuated by
confusion resulting from the
wage-price freeze. and by the
local's demand last August
that the matter be submitted
to binding arbitration.
Although the Michigan
Employment Relations
Commission appointed Atty.
Robert G. Howlett of Detroit
as arbitrator in the dispute,

the eventual terms principally
were the work of direct talks
between department
representatives and the
board's team of Supervisor
Maurice Breen and Trustee

Frank Millington.

Already, however, the board
has been asked officially by
the fire fighters local to name
its representatives to engage

in new negotiations on the
1972-73 contract - and this,
too, is a decision which the
board has promised to make
Tuesday.

The attitutde of the board,
as expressed in last week's
session, Iis to retain a
professional labor negotiator
instead of trying to conduct
negotiations on its own.
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EASTER FOR RESIDENTS of the West Trail Nursing Home, 395 Ann
Arbor Trail, will be brightened when the Blue Bird& of Starkweather School
present this Easter egg tree on which these three girls are putting the fin-

ishing touches. From left: Lynn Hoeft, Inger Bouton and Casey Karker
(Observer photo by Bob Woodring).



