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Bifocats

Could something be afoot.among the city .
commission and City Manager Norman Gaff- 2
ney? ' Plymouth Through Bifocals" takes a 
look at the apparent growing friction between %1
the commissioners and their main administra-
tor.
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Bus Drwer

Thomas D. Kramer, a new bus driver for

Plymouth Community Schools, received praise
w for his actions following an accident Monday
 that involved his loaded school bus.
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1 Thanksgiring Serrices i
4
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F In Plymouth and Farmington they're ]
g ecumenical. and several services have been 
5 geared for family worship. Read about *
3 Thanksgiving in Observerland in our Church E
¢ Section.
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PLYMOUTH FIREMEN began picketing City

Hall Wednesday afternoon in a contract dispute
with the city. Soon after the pickets appeared,
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Mayor James McKeon (without a sign) arrived
to discuss matters with the pickets.. (Observer
photo by Maurie Walker)
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By EDWARD WENDOVER
Plymouth's firemen began

pounding the pavement in
front of City Hall Wednesday
afternoon -- not striking -- just
picketing in protest over the
status of their 1971 contract

with the city which has not yet
2 been signed.

In reaction to the picketing.

t, Mayor James McKeon and
4 City Commissioner William

Silvis. one of the commission

representatives in bargaining
wilh the ' Plymouth

6 Firefighters Union 1,ocal 1811.
said they did not think the
picketing would help settle
differences between the city
and the union.

McKeon said Friday
morning that they city
commission would take up the
matter Monday night and that

 signed contracts would bedelivered over the weekend.
Dale Bowerman and Alan A.

Matthews, president and

 secretary respectively of the
AFL-CIO affiliated In-

ternationa'l Assn. of Fire

4 Fighters, issued a statement

 on the picketing.
4 -We. the members of

Local INI 1 are not going on
strike," the letter said. *'We

are protesting. by way of legal

picketing. the shabby. slip-
shed manner in which the City

of Plymouth conducts its
affairs with us.

-We have been trying for
seven months to get a contract
signed that was ratified by us
on April 18 and (by) the city on
May 16.

"The span of time between
the ratification dates, in-
dicates to a degree, the en-
thusiasm with which the city
conducts its affairs with us,"

the firefighters' letter said.
"In all the time that has

passed since the city ratified
the contract. we have yet to

it

,

k ZILi

receive a copy of the contract
in the final form so that we can

sign it.
We have suffered through

all of the city's professional
negotiator's ( Tom Callen )
illnesses and vacations. After

19 months, we feel that the city
should authorize someone to

write up the contract so that
we can sign it.

THE CITY finally paid us
5.5 per cent (out of the 12 per
cent increase) of what we

bargained for and we suppose
they feel they have done
enough. Well, we have some
other benefits coming to us,
along with a wage increase for
the second year of the con-
tract. if we ever get it signed.

"You may ask, 'What's the
hold up?' " the letter said.
-Weli., we don't know either,
because when you are dealing
with Ute city, no one on their
side ever seems to be wrong.

"The real elincher is the

latest report fronn Silvis that
the pay board forms that the
city is required to fill out are
misplaced. But he didn't do it.
No. sir.

'Now that's good news. It
only took us a month to get the
forms and now nobody knows
where they are. Mr. Silvis
'thinks' Tom Callen has

them." the letter continued.

'*Poor Tom Callen: the city
hired him to negotiate a
contract because he is a

professional and then won't let
him do anything without their
approval The more you think
about it. the more ridiculous it

becomes.

The city no doubt has their
own ideas as to who is to

blame for the slowness of the

procedure but we know one
thing, we came to In
agreement on April 18 after a

Continued on Pige ZA

Christian Center

The first ground is beihg broken this
weekend for a church planned as the eventual
center of a new kind of community in Farm-
ington. Read about it in today's Church
Section.
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'Lirable €Eity'

A bright young architect says cities are 
designed for automobiles. not people. If he *
hadhisway,a .. livablecity"wouldn't have 
any cars at all.
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A special study made by the
Michigan State University
Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice and delivered on Thur-

sday recommended the for-
mation of a recreational

authority to include the school
district and the Wayne County
communities predominantly
served by it.

Discussions about an area

recreational authority which
began unofficially several

months ago. have usually
centered around an authority

which would manage the

Plymoutharea recreational

program using facilities of the

local governments and school
district although the owner-
ship of the facilities would not
change.

The resolution of

cooperation passed
unanimously (Trustee Gene
R. Overholt was absent) by
the Plymouth Township board
was the first move towards

official status for a recreation

authority.

THE PLYMOUTH CITY

on Join?

,rity G
Commission is expected to
discuss adopting a similar
resolution at its meeting
Monday night.

In a letter written to the

township board last week.
outgoing Supervisor Maurice
M. Breen said. "We have had

a number of meetings for the
past months with the

representatives from the City
of Plymouth, Township of
Plymouth and the Plymouth
Board of Education regarding
the possibility and feasibility
of all units of government
getting together for the
purpose of establishing a joint
effort for recreation

management.

Fill Cant

Recreation Autho ets Impetus
A Plymouth area

recreational authority came
two steps closer to existence
this week.

The Plymouth Township
Board of Trustees voted

Tuesday night to pledge its
support to a community-wide
recreational authority that
would manage one recreation

program utilizing facilities of
the City of Plymouth, the
Plymouth Community School
District, Plymouth Township
and perhaps Canton Town-

ship.

P-1 Scouts Celebrate

board should be to provide
capital improvements on
school properties which could
be used for recreation, the
report added.

Much of the local discussion

of the recreation authority has
included the retention of title

and responsibility of all
facilities by their original
governmental agency The
authority would serve only as
the managing authority in
arranging programs and
schedules.

The MSU report says,
"Ideally the (recreation )
commission should assume

responsibility for financing
and operating all pub]0

recreation areas and

facilities, most especially the
new Plymouth ice arena.
However, to assure the in-

debtedness of the city of
Plymouth for its ice arena
revenue bonds. the city should
have veto power over its
Operation until the in-
debtedness is paid off."

The report recommends the
hiring or a -chief execmtive
officer" who would be an

experienced professioial." A
pro/essional" staff is also

recommended.

The report was compiled by
Extension Specialists Roger
Murray. Pat Taylor and L.F.
Twardzik.
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the kind of things
that most young
people like...
things like
cameras and

wheels and

sound...then

you'It enjoy

making it a habit
of reading the
Observer.

You'll find

the things you
like...at the price
you want to pay !

i li you like
"things"

50th Year Monday

L

By MARTHA MAHAN

They were driving Pierce
Arrows and Stutz Bearcats

back in the days when
Plymouth's first Boy Scout
Troop was formed.

Just the group's name
shows its age -, Boy Scout
Troop P-1. It's been years
since a letter designation was
used to identify a troop.

The P-1, of course, stands
for "Plymouth" and the city's
troop "No. 1."

This year P-1 marks its 50th
anniversary of continuous

chartered operation, making
it the oldest troop in the Sunset
District and one of the very
few in the state to reach a

golden anniversary.
To honor the occasion,

Troop P-1 plans a big an-
niversary celebration at
Plymouth Middle School West
on Monday at 7 p.m.

Past members, leaders,
committeemen and friends

will join to reminisce, laugh
over old times and

congratulate currentmem-

bers on keeping up the troop's
traditions.

HIGHLIGHTING the

evening will be an eagle court
of honor during which four
scouts will be elevated to the

highest rank of Scouting.
joining five others who ac-
chieved the same rank in a

ceremony last spring.
The quartet includes: Len

Morris, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Leonard Morris, 14740

Dogwood; Greg Smith, son of
Mr. and Mrs. George Smith,
44411 Beech; Jim Schnoes, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Schnoes,
44427 Beech; and Mike

Haekney, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Hackney. The
Haekney's moved to Glen
Arbor last summer, but Mike
will return for the ceremony.

Morris, a senior at

Plymouth High School,

assisted in the reorganization
of a Boy Scout troop for his
eagle project. Smith, also a
senior at Plymouth High.
collected winter clothing for a
Boy Scout Troop at Northville
State Hospital. Schnoes, an

eighth grader at Plymouth
Middle School West, helped
clear trash from Tonquish
Creek.

Hackney helped develop an
outdoor recreational area for

Our Lady of Providence
School.

In conjunction with the
golden anniversary
celebration, too, Explorer
Post P-1 will observe the end

of its first year of activity. The
Explorer Post is an offshoot of
Boy Scout Troop P-1, with a
membership older than the
Boy Scout limit. Howard
Bradley serves as its advisor.

TROOP P-1 actually goes
back farther than just 50
years. It first was organized in
1912 but went out of existence
in 1919. It was reactivated in
November 1922 and has been

under active charter since
that time.

The Rev. D.D. Nagle, who
was scoutmaster in 1922,

recorded the event this way in
the troop's history book:

The original troop of Boy
Continued on Page 3A

"Although the mechanics
have not yet been agreed upon
by the units of government it
would be beneficial if there

were a statement of intent

from this board as regarding
the feasibility ( of such a
plan)." Breen said in his
letter.

" It would give impetus to
the idea if this board decides

this is the way it should go,"
Breen said at the meeting

Breen said he was not sure

whether Canton Township was
interested in joining such an
authority or not.

The MSU Extension Service

report on the feasibility of an
area recreation authority was
delivered to Plymouth City
Manager Norman Gaffney on
Thursday. It had been com-
missioned by Breen and
Gaffney several months ago.

The report urged the for-
mation of a recreation

authority that would include
the school district, city,
Plymouth and Canton

townships

FUNDING FOR the

authority should be based on a
per capita basis except for the
school board, the report says.
Contributions from the school

Community Fund
Exceeds Its Goal

The Plymouth Community Fund has done it
again.

With donations rolling in right up to the start of
the 1972 drive's "victory dinner" Thursday night, this
year's total exceeded the fund's quota by reaching a
record $182,070.86.

The dinner climaxed several weeks of campaign-
ing for donations from Plymouth area industry,
businesses, homes, governmental agencies, schools
and professional centers and the money will be piped
into the various agencies which receive support from
the Plymouth fund.

"Each year when we look at this goal, we're
staggered," Fred Beitner, president of the 1972 PCF
board of directors, told the audience Thursday night.
"But we take a deep breath and go at it harder than
the year before."

Bill Carlson, chairman of this year's drive,
praised the efforts of all those who had helped and
said, "Raising money is not an easy chore."

The dinner included reports from committee
chairmen whose responsibilities included the canvass
of each area of the Plymouth community.
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