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Santa Claus Arrives Saturday !
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By MARTHA MAHAN

The Christmas season will

open with song and twinkling
lights in Plymouth Saturday
and the top man, himself, will
be there.

Santa Claus will arrive at

Kellogg Park at noon

Saturday.

On hand to greet the jolly old
gent will be Mayor James
McKeon and Township
Supervisor John MeLaren.
Most of the area's young folks
are exfected too, for a wide-
eyed stare at Santa and to

watch as the park's Christmas
trees spring into bright, gay
eolor.

Santa will lead his young
followers in holiday songs
before following the red
footsteps, which have

miraculously appeared on the
sidewalks, to his headquarters
at 825 Penniman (formerly
Schrader's Furniture store).

The footsteps will serve as
happy guides, too, for children
wishing to talk with Santa
right up to Christmas Eve. He
will be at his headquarters

each week day from 1 to 5
p.m., with an additional two
hours - from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. --
on Fridays. Santa, along with
his elves, also will be on hand
to take in the whispered
secrets from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
on Saturdays and from noon to
5 p.m. on Sundays.

Santa's arrival is just the
beginning of a month long
celebration arranged by the
Christmas committee of the
Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce.

A public Christmas walk,

dubbed "A Christmas Carol,"

will be held for adults only on
Friday, Dec 1 from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. and again from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m.

A Christmas bazaar,

sponsored by the Business and
Professional Women's Club,
will be held at Masonic Hall

Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A Christmas open house,
with Santa and his elves
among the celebrants. will be
held in Old Village on Dec. 3
from noon to 5 p.m. Refresh-
ments will be served.

A "mitten tree" will stand
at the Detroit Edison Co. of-
fice from Dec. 4-18 under

sponsorship of the Woman's
Club of Plymouth.

All members of the com-

munity are urged to donate
children's mittens to be hung
on the tree for needy children.
The office will be open from
8: 30 a.m. to 5 p.m. for donors.

On Dec. 10. the Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra will
present a Christmas concert
in the Plymouth High School
auditorium at 4 p.m. The
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Lion's Club will conduct a

candy cane sale Dec. 15-16.
Judging of home and store
Christmas decorations will be

carried out Dec. 16 under
sponsorship of the Jaycees.

Boys and girls unable to
visit Santa in person or who
have last minute thoughts
about gifts may talk with him
by telephone from Dec. 20-23
between the hours of 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m. Children may make
a "Call to Santa" by calling
the Chamber of Commerce.

That program also is spon-
sored by the Jaycees.

It's in today's sport section, the All-
Observer, All-Area '72 football selections as
chosen by area coaches and Sports Editor Tom
Donoghue. Along with the tops in offense and
defense are the No. 1 standouts and coach
honors. For the complete story of '72, flip to
today's sport section:
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City Manager
Pages 1,2,3B

Burroughs Assessment

Plymouth Township and Burroughs Corp.
have reached a compromise on their plant's
assessment over a three-year period. The
agreement, which has been given tentative
approval by the state, calls for a $1.6 million
reduction in the assessment value.
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Edison Building
After several lengthy discussions, the city

commission decided Monday night not to
purchase the Detroit Edison Building on Main
Street to be used for expanding city office and
parking space.
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Pickets Stop

Gaffney Resigns
-                    By W. EDWARD WENDOVER

City Manager Norman M. Gaffney has resigned
i-, his position effective Friday, Dee. 1.

Gaffney tendered his letter of resignation to
I Mayor James McKeon at the close of Monday night's
 city commission meeting.

Although he did not cite why he was resigning, it
I'll'llill.qsidillillilimillillill" Illilli was evident that the growing friction between him

and the commission was a major factor in his deei-
I sion.

-              Gaffney said that although he did not have
another job lined up, he would remain in the public

- A service field and that he was interviewing for at least
NORMAN M. GAFFNEY one position next week.

The commission accepted his resignation without
comment.

In his letter of resignation, the city manager
praised his department heads and other city employes
'who are so dedicated in community progress."

"I AM VERY proud of the accomplishments
made in the last two years and offer best wishes for
much progress in the future.

I would like to extend my thanks and apprecia-
tion for the courtesies and cooperation which were
afforded me by the commission, the various boards
and the employes," Gaffney's letter said.

1n another statement released over the weekend,
Gaffoey listed the new cultural center as "my greatest
achievement."

Continued on Page 5A

Plymouth firemen called off their pickets
in front of city hall Monday after they were
promised that their contract would be deliv-
ered soon. The city commission also approved Teachers, Schools Reach
a 5.5 per cent raise for the firemen, so the
conflict appears over.
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Canton Budget I Accord On 1973-74 Pact
Canton Township residents will soon be

getting curbside rubbish pickup by no town-
ship police department. That's part of what's
revealed in the new township budget.
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The Plymouth Community
School- District and its

teachers have reached

agreement on their 1973-74
contract.

In bargaining which both
sides described as "har-

monious," the Plymouth
Education Assn. (PEA) and

the school board negotiators
reached tentative agreement,
which includes a 4.5 per cent
across the boArd pay increase,
last Wednesday.

In a ratification vote

Tuesday a f ternoon, the

teachers voted 237 to 18 in
favor of the contract.

School Board President

George Lawton said that six of
the seven school board

members who could be con-

tacted had given verbal ap-
proval of the agreement and

that it is expected the board
will formally approve the pact
at its next meeting Tuesday.

THE AGREEMENT, which
will cost the district about an

additional $300,000 for the

school year, includes in ad-

dition to the 4.5 per cent across
the board increases:

• An increase in employe
life insurance from $10,000 to
$15,000.

• An increase in sixth grade
camp teacher and weekly
director salaries front $80 to

$100.

The salary increase will
mean about $400 to $500 per
year more to the average
Plymouth teacher.

In addition, the PEA has

pledged its support to the Dec.
11 millage bonding question
and has said it -dedicates its

association membership to
active participation in the
educational programs."

The PEA said it will donate

labor and money to the bond
program millage drive.

ACCORDING TO the ten-

tative agreement, an "on-
going committee will be
formed to study salaries of
teachers involved in coaching
and advising extra -

curricular activities.

There is no stipulation for

class size in the new contract -

- an item which many PEA
members had wanted in the
1972-73 contract.

Ray Homer, chief

negotiator for the PEA said it
was virtually impossible to
include class size statistics

with the growth projected for
the district.

Lawton said there were "no

philosophical differences

between teachers, ad-

ministrators and the school

board on class size."

THE BARGAINING for

next year's contract began
soon after the 1972-73 contract

was ratified in late Sep-
tember. Bargaining usually
begins in May and a set-
tlement is reached sometime

near the beginning of the
school year.

Both the PEA officials and

the district's representatives
praised the quick negotiations
this time.

Homer said the bargaining
sessions were marked by
"harmony and cooperation

with an emphasis on problem
solving.

''We've discontinued the

adversary relationship we've
had in the past," he added.

"I think the PEA has ac-

cepted the position that it's
desirable for everyone to act
in the interests of better

education," Homer said,

adding that he estimated this
bargaining session

represented one per cent of
the time and energy usually
seen in negotiations.

SUBSEQUENTLY, both

sides agteed there was a
saving in legal fees.

John Ryder, PEA president,
said the bargaining saw "a lot
more positive approach this
time."

Ryder said that he and
Homer; Bill Grimmer, PEA
vice president; and Joe
Henshaw, PEA president
elect, were going to recom-
mend that the PEA mem-

bership ratify the agreement.
'*Maybe this will set a

pattern and in the future years
we won't have to wait to see
what the others (districts)

settled for," Ryder said.

Il you like
...  Go ble Pleads Guilty

the kind of things To Larceny Charge
"things

that most young
people like...
things like
cameras and
wheels and

sound...then

you'll enjoy
making it a habit
of reading the
Observer.

You'll find

the things you
like...at the price
you want to pay !

By MAURIE WALKER under consideration and has

scheduled Jan. 9 as the date

Ralph Goble, 29, former for a decision..
supervisor of new con-
struction for the Plymouth Goble had turned himself

School District, has, through into the Redford State Police

his attorney, pleaded guilty to Post, saying at the time, "I
"attemptid larceny from a don't know what the whole
building under construction." thing is about."

Arrested Sept. 13 on a The warrant against Goble
charge of larceny over $100, charged that he "feloniously
Goble through his attorney, did steal a Universal Hot
offered the reduced plea Cabinet (from Canton High
before Wayne County Circuit School) which then and there
Judge Benjamin D. Burdick. was owned or possessed by the

The judge is taking the plea school."

STATE POLICE, however,
charge that Goble is

responsible for the disap-
pearance of several other
items of food hauling equip-
ment.

He had been hired for the

supervisor post in the spring
of 1971 after being recom-
mended by the site committee
made up of former Supt.
James Rossman and former
trustee John Hanskat.

He is free on $1,000 personal
bond pending outcome of the
trial.
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GRIM SEARCH -- Braving the icy waters of Wilcox Lake last week
were skin divers from the Michian State Police who are seeking the wherea-
bouts of John Edward Higgins. 22. of 616 Church St.. Plymouth Higgins
has been missing since early in the morning Nov. 13 when the car he was
driving went off the road at Hines Dr and Northville Rd. His passenger.
Edwin A Cooper of 600 Lindsey Dr, Plymouth. went for help. When he
returned Higgins was gone. State police feared he may have wandered into
the lake A long search by police has thus far failed to turn up any clues
(Observer photo by Maurie Walker)
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