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Can Canton Cable Television
r

Franchise Clear Hurdles ?
i Volume 88Number,2* AveN.vISect-s

Schools Plan

Conditional

Millage Vote
After voting S.2 to eliminate the athletic,

performing music and other extra programs
from the 1973-74 school budget, the Plymouth
Bel-1 board Tuesday night voted to call a spe-
cial millage election for Aug. 20 if district resi-
dents can obtain 10 per cent of the registered
voters' signatures on petitions mandating the
electioa

If that number of signatures is not acquired
by the school board meeting of Aug. 13, the
board would commit itself to scrubbing the
election at that time.

The highly emotional meeting erupted into a I
fist fight between school board member Gary
Mirto and an unidentified spectator.
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By RICH McCULLEN

Cable television may yet
come to Canton Township,
but not before a 30-year fran-
chise agreement
last April leaps some formi-
dable hurdles, most notably
the likelihood that the Feder-
al Communications Commis-

sion Will reject the plan in its
current form.

Township officials have
come in for some criticism

fortheir handling 01 the fran-
chise - a potentially-40·year
exclusive agreement with
Canton Comminity Systems,
Inc. C CCS). The company
was recently formed for the
purpose of establishing cable
TV in Canton Towmhip.

1/e *ra/chile co/tract im
embodied • ai ordh-ee b

tred-ed h Alarch md given
linl ippival by the ton-
ship hard Apdl 10. It gives
CCS th excl=ive right to
operate id m-t- a e,m-
m* IM- M.-1-
systembere f.=ImMI.1 pe-
ded d»yeam, With =o
a.terlem*attheadce
1.4.11. ce--y.

Sinre the state constitution
m*lkes il the elec-
Write fo usive fran-

transmit programming by
means of primarily under-
ground coaxial cable to sub
scribers who may hook up to
the system for an initial in-

charge and a
monthly service charge of $7.

The installation charge
would be waived for those
who subscribe before cable

service begins. Various extra
charges are assessed for ser-
vice and additional receivers.

The agreement calls for
CCS to eventually otter its
subscribers 20 chamels, in-
clu(ling a channel for trans-
mission of local news and

weather, and free channels
for use by the schools and
government.

The board w= nrst .
pr-ched by local b••le-
m Ind CCS Itackholder
Ikenard Liss as early n
June of lm, according te
clerk Jolm Flodli

Flodin admits that from

June until the following
spring when the contract was
approved, he and other town-
ship officials made no at-
tempts to solicit bids or in-
quiries from any other com-
panies.

It was this fact that raised

approved stallation

analysis

meeting which saw the fran- perately in need of revenue
chise approved. often are blinded by the

The Cal- Iituattia li ty. promise of new and poten-
ical 01 thot wikh hal oe- tially large income from
clned"m-ye,c=-tles CATV.
whick have entered the re- ·,The prospective fran-
lativt .1 cable.neld. chisee usually makes the ap-

Although conventional proach to the city fathers,
broadcasting is closely regu-
lated bythe Federal Commu-
nications Commission, that
agency only reluctantly took
over limited control of cable,
and still leaves much of the

control of the burgeoning in-
Mstry to local governments.

Because 01 lack of federal
control and lack of informa-

tien on the part of most local
officials about cable tele-
vision's potential, many com-
Immities have been victi-

mized by cable TV promo-
ten out to make a quick
profit in what one writer has
referred to as ' *the gold rush
of the '7Os."

Attorney Stuart Sucher-
man, writing about cable
television in an article in Co-
lumbia Journalism Review,
expressed the problem this

FETI

with a proposal toconstruct 0•imi whem Imeheal •te f
a system. Where officials ries 01 0ciall . e.ile.®4 j
have never heard of cable, Ill uly ilk C-e ell, -

franchises of extremely loog D-les te write the ir-e-e
duration can be awarded .,ee"Imil"
with no requirements for ex- In fact. that is precisely
tended local services, with what occurred in Canton. Af-
minimal channel capacity, tel assuring themselves that
and with the mimcipality, in CCS is the *'Cadillac of the
effect. mortgaging its com- industry," township official•
munications for at least a agreed to let Detroit attorney
generation.

MS-h re-11• •re .•t ••r- Contimaid on Page SA

f

L
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chise, the ract must

eve-ly b sented as a

proplam the ballot.

Such franchises are fre-

ently given to major Utili-
tks.

- ig to the ordi-a

nance, the company will

t

ere

a disagreement from the
ooly board member to ab-
Main from voting on the
agreczmt James Poole.
Poole prompted a heated ex-
change with Supenisor Phil-
ip Dingel(ley when he ques.
tioned thelack of bids atthe

way:

"'Illis typical franchise is
framed on the one hand by
the corporate desire for a
profitable enterprise and on
the 'other by municipalities
almost total lack of infolma-
tion about cable. Cities des-

ERNEST A. JONES will again be guest conductor of the Plymouth
Community Band at the weekly free Kellogg Park concert at 8 p.m.
Thursday. Selections under his baton will include: "Zampa" overture by
L.F. Herold and Russell Alexander's march, "Storming of El Caney." A
well-known advertising executive, Jones has also made his mark in the
musical field and will conduct the Detroit Concert Band in its Aug. 3
appearance at the Michigan State Fair Grounds.
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Retarded #bme Rezoning Denied, .
I -

.

City Commission States 2nd Vote

RINGING THE BELL on an old firetruck
prked on Liberty Stmet gave kids something
to do during the Dearie Days celebration in
Plymouth's Old Village Saturday. The
bell-ringers are Doug Craig (left ) and Russell
Kiser. Story and photos on

Page leB

Alnusements ......... ........................ 12,13B

Classified Want Ads ......................... Sec. D

Cooking, by Elly. 5C

Court Jester ....................................... 2B

Deaths and Funerals ........5A

Editorial Viewpoints. 16B

Home and Garden ............................. 5-7B

Observing Life.. Sec. C

Readers' Forum... 17B

Sports 1-4B

By EDWARD WENDOVER adults who would work in the m... Wallam Silvis -d Er-
community and be super- med He-y oplimed it.
vised by two house parents. Commissioner Robert Sin-

A rezoning request that The rezoning was recom- cock was on vacation and ab-
would allow a home for re- mended by the city planner sent.
tar(led adults in Ply,no¢th and approved by the plan- Following the 3-3 defeat of
was denied Monday but will ning commission on a 5-2 the issue, Henry moved to
be comidered again at the vote ata special meeting be. rconsider it at the next
Aug. 6 City Commission fore the commission meeting meeting when the full com-
meeting. 1 MOn€lay. mission would be present.

The request to rezone two After a public hearimg I nat motion passed +2 with
empty lots at Wing and Deer the remaing, the city eem- Battermann and Silvis voting
Streets from the present mis.1- voted Noma m•le• no.
cornmercial zoning to mui- te rezoae the 1-1. Commb- Jan M. Plas. president of
tiple housing was made by siomers Harold Guather, Be- COC which is affiliated with
the Community Opportunityz verly McA-ch -1 Mayer the Northwest Assn. for Re-
Center (COC) which hopes to J=nes MeK®00 veted h li tarded Children, said the
build a residential house for vor of the motion and Com- goal of the house is "an at-
a maximum of 16 retarded missioners Norbert Bitter- ten* to make as normal an

environment for these people
aswecan."

He s- thereddents would
be chole, by a screening
coi,Iiiilttee nd widd beedi

calle refarded adults win
N nothave behavbral prob
le- 1t who could be - or
8]ready are - trained to
haadle jobs in the comm*
mity such as dilhw.king,
stock cle,king, car washing
a•d other easter tasks.

The house would be funded

by state aid to disabled
which is received by dlose
retarded adults selected as
residents. l'he house will

- ·70 k. r. *-yll: ·+ *133.I
·

I ·P,-Et-*!4--42&>-- -lf.*E
· /2--. -*»eSts.--

serve -Plymoth, Northville,
Livonia, Garden aty and
Redford Township, he added.

Plas said the program
hinges on state funding ap-
proval and would be similar
to programs now underway
in Farminglon and Birming-
ham

Several reside- 01 the
area for which the 1»me li
pposed spoke agabst the
remung at the puNic hear-
inK.

Mrs. Raymond L Carley of
561 Deer St. said she "stre-
nuously objected" to the re-
zoning because "it's too valu-
able a piece of property
being so close to town."

Mr. Carley, after hearing
Plas's proposal that the
house's residents would work
at least six hours a day,
asked, "What are they going

city's respoisibility te til 
faculty?"

The city plaming con-
sultant's recommendation forf
approval of the rezoning saia
it would be "in keeping with
sound land use planni and
will result in a logical land
use pattern for this area"
since it would be located on

what would eventually be-
come the traffic loop through
the downtown area. 1

Under the existing zoning
the site could be used for
auto sales, a funeral home, a
bowling alley, a self - service
lamdry, a club, govern·
mental offices or a clinic and
similar uses

Police Pact'

Awaits
v W to do the rat of the.day?

Turf Tips, Quit)s 4B "Are they going to stay in- City's OK
 side or are they going to

A tentative agreement onal
Plas said the house's resi- city contract with the

I dents would have platmed Plymotah Police Officers
I recreation and would also be Assn. (PPOA) has been ap.
11111 responsible for maintaining Wived by the policemen'•
I the home. mion and awaits city com.

Mrs. Edward Van I= of mission apprwal.
I 691 Wing asked wlat effect lbe two - year pact was
///*mch a home would have on appirwed tmanimotmly by the
- the value of nearby property. PPOA Friday. The commis.

A COC spokesman said sion is expected to take ac4
that was impossible to tell tion on it at the Aug. 6 meet-
but said the group's plan for in .

the house was that it would md Would Cul

look like "any other" for a 6.5 per cent salary in.
two·story residential houle in crease, a shift differential-
Plymot,th. one additional holiday -d

Ulliher, im sillutilg the one additicital perlonal day.
re=,IG .M ke 109•red h the -coad le= 01 the
=ch a ImeNity. "8-1, .re .et, the te.* I-

W*• vour Oliver cl,1*1 *001 # bao It your
.....0/#/APon*1 -d ..FL -Colict- bl .u.•to
le' 101 vour "40.4/L 11/8 worth m #.0. valul toward
-0.m-4/la

COLLE¢T THEM AND CAU US!

HO•••: Dao•d*u Ffldly *410.-Saturdly 9-12

1. a leed fer thele,®1010 te meat cals fer a tee -
be treated h a t.=- eemt hereale 0. a c,•t d

1--Imt.•Imed

Headdedthathe fetthere atital.let,ee -d
woid always be oppo-on . lure.e 1. 4 dia liB
of neibors tomtcha facil- hrential.
ity but that that did not ne- Thecity hasbeen negotii
gate the need for it. ing with the three labor

Batterman, in opposing the groups represent€ city em,
Ioning, said he felt there ployes - the POA, t» fire.
were several quatk= abd §0*ers' .= and. the
the operation 01 the home Te•mters local *ach rep..
which he felt the 00¢2up sents the. DPW wo:ters
caddnotal-er. since before their contracts

He ah. a.ked, "Whattile etpind Juie 30.

Ati

AT OLD FORT HENRY In Ki n. On-

tarlo, the Plymouth Flle & Drum C Flulle

in its perform,co for a picture, he for-

tress wall. The corps performed at the fort last

r

weekend on Its way to the national tile and
drum corps mult,r in Deep River, Conn.
(Photo by Rob Krleg)
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