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 Blue ribbon group named to study public safety
A Blue Rlbbon Committee was ap-

pointed Monday night to study whether
a public safety department makes
sense for the city of Plymouth. The
committee has been asked to report
back within siI months with a recom-
mendation.

A public safety department is one in
which officers are trained to function
as combined police officers and fire-
fighten.

Public safety departments are now
in operation in the city of Farmington
and Oak Park, among other municipali-
ties, and once was in use in the city of
Plymouth under Ken Fisher.

The study group consists of six resi-
dents, the fire chief, police chief and
union representatives for the police
and firefighters.

Those appointed include: Carl Berry,
police chief; Roy Hall, fire chief; Mike

Gardner, police union representativer
Bob Degan, firefighters union repre-
sentative and residents David Fisher,
Don Supanic, Mike Pollard, Dorothy
Frid and Jim O'Day.

Fisher is a ceramics engineer and su-
pervisor for Ford Motor Co., Morse is
manager of a savings and loan branch
in Novi, Supantch works in the budget
analysis department of Ford Motor Co.
and O'Day is an assistant director of an

automotive safety center at the Unj-
venity of Michigan.

POLLARD is an attorney with offic-
es in Plymouth, and Frid is a resident
who owns rental properties in town and
who has been attending most City Com-
mission meetings for the put couple of
years.

Mayor Bud Martin said the commit-
tee's task ts to explore the concept of
public safety and make a recommenda-

tion to the commission on whether the
idea is economical and efficient.

Martin explained that the topic 15
very often discussed at conferences of
municipal officials as a way to trim
budgets during hard economic times.
The topic came up so often, added the
mayor, that he asked City Manager
Henry Graper to help come up with a
way the idea could be studied.

Because the idea traditionally is op-

posed by municipal unions, especially
firefighters, the mayor said it was im-
portant to involve both unions in the
discussions from the very beginning.

The first meeting will be Monday,
March 28, in city hall. All meetings will
beopen to the public.

Graper added that the city will pro-
vide a secretary to the committee, take
minutes and provide any data or advice
from experts which might be needed.
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Ruth and Fred Hebe] won't need
sbepherds to watch their flocks by
night if Plymouth police can put an
end to their "lamb-rustling" problem

Plymouth officers were authorized
Monday to shoot any dog found prey-
ing on the Hebels' sheep This author-
ization includes their neighbor's two
pit bulls, said police chief Carl Berry

Since 1979, the Hebels, who live on
a 200-acre farm at 49000 N. Territori-
al, have lost 26 lambs, worth about
$2,350 The lambs apparently have
been killed by dogs

"This type of thing falls into the
same category as cattle rustling,"
Berry said

The latest attack took place Fri-
day A newborn lamb was killed and
partially eaten by a dog

The Hebels said the black dog
which killed the lamb belongs to their
next-door neighbor, Jean Cole

Cole denied her dog was responsi-
ble for the killings.
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"How did he know my dog did lt?"

she asked. "He's a very gentle dog He
wanders over there every once in a
while, but our dog has not been eating
his sheep "

Many dogs roam the neighborhood,
Cole said. She said another dog rnay
have killed the lambs and her dog
simply picked up the remains.

"ICs their word against mine," she
said

Mrs Hebel claimed she saw one of
Cole's dogs eat the head off their
newborn lamb Friday

"The big black dog was just sort of
plodding along with something in his
mouth I was hoping it wain'l a lamb
I caught up with the dog, which by
then was on the corner of our neigh-
bor's property, and saw that it was a
lamb," she said

"It was a just-born lamb - the
lamb was still wet, the cord was still
wet It's just too much to go through
to have them ripped up "

Hebel, a Livonia school teacher,
has owned the farm for 10 years and
raises the sheep for food and for pets

latest victim while his wife
cent problems. The remaini
right.

agued lt
He also has chickens and some cattle.

He said the dog responsible for the
killings does it "for sport" rather than
hunger. He said he has sutured some
of the lambs, only to have them die
shortly after being attacked.

In 1979, the Rebels' said they lost
one calf and nine lambs, worth $756.
Because they believed their animals
were killed by stray dogs, they asked
the Wayne County Board of Commis-
sioners to reimburse them for the
loss

County lawyers ruled the county
was responsible for the loss under a
section of Michigan's 1973 dog law
But the Hebels sajd they never
received any money

To keep dogs out, Hebel said he put
up a fence along one side of his prop-
erty "There's a path right around the
fence where the dogs walk," he said.

We were hoping from the begin-
ning it wasn't our neighbor's dogs,"
Mrs Hebe! said "We have school and
church youth groups out here and I'm
getting scared to have them out "

After Friday's attack, the Hebels
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called the Plymouth police.

"The polite told me they couldn't
shoot the dog, but we could shoot it,"
she said. "But I can't shoot a dog."

Cole received a citation Monday
because her dogs are not licensed,
said Steve Rapson, township ordi-
nance officer

Under the township dog ordinance,
all dogs must be on a leash or kept in
a confined area, he said

"If the Hebeis can prove (which>
dog killed the lambs, they can collect
damages from the owner," he said.

The Hebels said they have unsuc-
cessfully asked Cole to repay them
for the lost livestock Cole said she is
unsure if she will pay the couple for
the lamb killed Friday

"We're probably going to hade to
take them to court," Hebel said
'We've lived with it for four years

I've hesitated and resisted be-
cause we didn't want to cause prob-
lems with the neighbors. 1 told her rd
shoot the dogs when they're on the
property She said you can't - I 11
sue "

By Gary M. Cal,0
staff writer

Action on Omnicom's request to
raise cable rates for remote control
converters was postponed Tuesday
night by the Plymouth Township Board
of Trustees.

The board postponed action because
Omnicom failed to provide the board
with rate comparison information be-
fore the meeting.

Subscribers to Omnicom's optional
satellite service receive a remote con-
trol converter free. Omnicom wants to
establish a rate for basic service sub-
scribers who want the remote control
but don't want the satellite service.

Traditionally, cable rate increases
are submitted to the board for approv-
at. However, company officials claim
rate increases for the remote control
devices don't require board approval.

'TM INCLINED TO agree with your
company's interpretation (of the town-
ship cable ordinance)," said Trustee

1 Lee Fidge.
Fidge compared the remote-control

increase to a recent price increase in
sections ot the township Omicom
wasn't required to offer service. In
those areas, Omnicom offered basic
service for $8.95 instead of $7.95, with-
out a change in the cable ordinance.

Trustee Barbara Lynch, also chair-
woman of the township cable task
force, said the rate increase would re-
quire a change in the cable ordinance.

"I'm not certain we're asking for a
change in the franchise ordinance,"
said Peter Newell, an Omnicom offi-
Cial.

Omnieom is only required to prove
that the rate increase is "reasonable,"
Newell sad.

"IF THAT IS the case, then you ob
viously have the prerogative to change
the rates if you wish," Lynch said.

Omnicom provided the board Tues-
day night with one copy of price infor-
mation that indicates the proposed rate
increase for remote control converters
is "reasonable"

However, the information Ornnicom
provided wasn't what the board had
asked for earlier, Lynch said.

Supervisor Maurice Breen had asked
Omnicom to compare prices for re-
mote control converters in communi-

ties served by other cable companies.
It would be very hard to get that

information," Seetey said.
And, even if Omnicom could provide

the comparisons, the information
would be a eomparision of "apples to
oranges," she said

Cable television rates are based on
the capital costs of a cable system,
Newell said

"IT'S NOT JCIST a matter of what
entertainment channels you get," he
said Because of that, rate compari-
sions wouldn't be fair

"That's still what Mr. Breen {who
wasn'l at Tuesday night's meeting)

what's inside

asked for, isn't it?" Lynch said.
"We're not suppose to make a deci-

sion tonight. This is just suppose to be
informational," she said.

The board couldn't approve the rate
increase according to Omnicom's time-
table anyway, Lynch said. "There
wasn'l enough time to get an ordinance
amendment."

Trustee Smith Horton agreed that
action couldn't be taken Tuesday night.

"SINCE I ONLY got the information
tonight,7 can't make a decision to-
night," Horton said.

Monday night, the Plymouth City
Commission approved a charge of
$3.50 a month for the remote control
device. but added an amendment that
a cultomer who rents the device and
later decidee to add the satellite ser-
vice will be charged only $1 more, not
$4.50 more. Presently, users pay $4.50
a month tor the satellite tier and con-
verter.

City Manager Henry Graper said any
time Omnicom raises a charge to cus-
tomers, it must receive approval of the
city. Graper based his statement on the
franchise agreement between the cable
company and the city. No one from
Omnicom was present at Monday
night's commission meeting

Left turns
sometimes

are allowed
A left turn on a red light is allowed,

under certain circumstances
In Michigan it is legal to turn left

onto a one-way street from a two-way
street when the traffic signal is red if
the driver has made a complete stop,
checked for on-coming traffic, and
yielded to all pedestrians

Within the next few weeks the city of
Plymouth will be erecting signs at the
inter,ection of S Main and Penniman
Avenue informing motorists that both
left and right hand turns on a red light
will be allowed after a complete stop is
made

Police Chief Carl Berry stresses,
however. that those drivers turning on
red must yield to pedestrian traffi¢
crossing at the intersection

AT THE PRESENT time Penniman
Avenue is a one-way street proceeding
eastbound and westbound from S.
Main By state law both left and right
turns on a red light at this intersectior
are legal after a complete stop and
yielding to pedestrians

Berry said it iS hoped that these
measures will help to alleviate the
congestion 01 traffic which now exists
at that corner

It was too good to be true - the
price was finally paid for a winter
without a major snowslorm

The first day of spring brought seven
inches of snow to the Plymouth-Canton
area, putling a damper on daily
routines Monday

Road crews from the Wayne County
Road Commission (WCRC) and the
Plymouth Department of Public Works
(DPW) started work In the early hours
Monday morning. Most major surface
streeta were cleared by noon.

The WCRC used some 700 tons of
salt, about $ 14,000 worth, to clear
roads west of Telegraph and north of I-
94, according to Earl Ollila, WCRC
road maintenance engineer.

The Plymouth DPW used 20 torts o!
salt, about *400 worth, and 83 man-
hours to clear Plymouth's streets and
parking areas, according to Ken Vo-
gras, DPW supervisor.

"This was nothing, just little flurries
as far as I'm concerned," Vogras said.

Plymouth's residential streets were
cleared of Bnow by 3 p.m Monday, he
said

The WCRC planned to finish the pri-
mary road system early Tuesday
morning, but a fresh W inch of snow
postponed that completion.

"We were out salting like it was a
new dorm. We still haven't gotten in to

plow and grade local roads yet," Otilia
Mid.

"We go through thii every storm

Winter maintenance is an awful ex-
pense," he said

THE SNOW and slippery roads
caused at least eight traffic accidents
on Plymouth roads, according to Rot,-
ert Henry, Plymouth traffic officer.

Plymouth Township fire fighters re-
sponded Monday afternoon to one acci-
dent on eastbound M-14, north of Shel-
don

The firefighters transported a worn-
an involved in the accident to St. Mary
Hospital in Livonia for possible chest
injuries, according to Fire Chief Larry
Groth

In another accident, Plymouth fire-
fighten adminiatered aid to a man who
got hif finge caught in a snow blower,
according to Opt Al Matthewl

The Canton Police Department re-
ported its roads remained free of snow-
related accidents Monday Likewise,
the Canton Fire Department didn't
receive any snow-related calls

Plymouth-Canton public school slu
dents got an unexpected day off thanks
to the snow

Superintendent Dr John Hoben de-
cided to close school due to the weather
foreca,t

"They were calling for another three
to five inches of snow along with blow-
ing and drifting," Hoben said.

"We probably could have gotten the
10{13 In, but If what was predicted to
happen later in the day came true, we
couldn't have got the kids back home
without risking their safety," he said

Brevities . 6A
Business . 10A

Canton Chatter .....28
Church . . . 6-7B

Clubs in Action ....38
Entertainment ... 5-8C

Obituaries . 2A

Opinion.  . . . . 14A
Outdoors ...... .13A
Sports 1-46
Suburban Life. . 1-48 1
Travel . .....58
Classified . Sec C-D .1

NEWSLINE .... 459-2700 ;
SPORTSLINE ... 591-2312
HOME DELIVERY . 591-0500
CLASSIFIED. ... 591-0900   i

1 1•1

Your Observer carrier will be ' i
stopping by this week to
collect for the month. Please E

have the money ready and -¥;
be Sure to get your receipt :,
It's worth a $1.75 discount · '
on the next classified ..
advertisement you place In ;
your hometown newspaper. U
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