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Still stalemate

in teacher talks

tf

Bargainers for the Plymouth-Canton
school district and its teachers went to
mediation Friday. However, the one-
hour session brought the two sides no
closer to agreement on a wage re-open-
er clause.

Teachers currently are working un.
der a two-year contract that expires In
June.

"Our position basically is unchanged,
and so is thelfs," said Tom Cotner,
chief negotiator tor the Plymouth-Can-
ton Education Association.

"We just restated our positions. No
progress was made."

Cotner, who resigned his union post
after the teachers voted in late August
to return to work, resumed his bargain-
ing duties Tuesday after fellow teach-
ers circulated petitions in a strong
show of support.

'Our position is
unchanged and so is
their's . . .We just
restated out position.
No progress was
made.'

- Tom Cotner

Chief n.gottator.

A' UNION request for binding fact
finding was turned down by the dis-
triet, Cotner said.

Under binding factfinding, both sides
report to an arbitrator on what they
perceive to be the flnancial situation of
the diBtriet and how their proposals are

t

t

fair and equitable witinn that Context,
he added. Whatever decision the fact-
finder reaches after listening to each
side must be accepted by both.

"We were interested in that because

it would bring a certain end to (bar- =
gaining) within a period of time," said
Cotner, adding that the district gave no
reason for rejecting the plan.

"We were concerned that the process
be expedited because of the situation
that exists with the support groups
(cafeteria, transportation, mainte-
nance/custodlan, secretarial employ-
ees and teacher aids)."

Their unions have set a Friday, Sept.
30, deadline for a negotiated settle-
ment on contracts and wage re-
openers, and are requesting bargaining
as a single team.

THE PCEA in its final action Friday
asked mediator Ed Phillips of the
Michigan Employment RelaUons Com-
mission to certify for factfinding. Ordi-
narily, factfinding could take up to two
to three months.

"Because we're anxious to reach a
settlement, we talked to the head of
MERC about trying to get it done prior -
to the 30th, He agreed he would do ev-
erything.to see that happen," said
Cotner.
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* District officials were unavailable "interidle 83," a special section in the Observer & Eccentric News-
for comment Friday.

Self-defense clinic on rape draws large crowd

By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writer

Deborah Stein Sharpe of Plymouth
came to learn how not to meet the fate
of her close friend who was raped and
murdered by an unknown assailant.

In attendance was another young
woman who's earned several karate
belts since an attacker raped and beal
her. "I wasn't born with a face like
thIC she said bitterly, pointing to a
visibly disfigured nose.

A Canton senior citizen who suffen
from arthritis and heart trouble came
because "there's so much sex crime all
over. Sex offenders' minds are so sick
they'll even rape a 90-year-old lady."
The woman was hoping to leave the

lecture armed with tips helpful to the
elderly. "I'm not very strong any-
more," she said.

The three were among a mostly
female audience of about 50 at a free
Oakwood Canton Center self-defense
class.

Canton Pollce Cp]. Robert vanLith
and Oakwood's Joan Petroske, organtz-
ers of the August program, had to turn
away more than 30 women for whom
there was no room. To accommodate
them, another session is being ached-
uled.

AT SOME time In their lives, 69 of
every 100,000 American women will be
raped, according to vanLith.

That means that of the approximate-
ly 41,500 women in the Plymouth-Can-

The not-too-pretty
profile of rape

ton area, about 28 can expect to be
raped during their lifetime.

VanLith, who conducted the class for
free. advocates survival techniques
presented by Frederic Storaska in his ·
book and film, "How to Say No to a
Rapist and Survive." VanLith recom-
mends the book as a confidence-builder
for women whose lifestyles make them
particularly vulnerable.

Ideally, women could enhance their
chance of survival in life·tbreatening
situations by studying the martial arts.
Few, however, are willing or able to
make the necessary commitment. Like
Storaska, vanLith discourages women
from carrying weapons because they're
not always immediately accessible and
easily can be used against the victim.

SCREAMING, struggling and fight·
ing are recommended by vanLith only
when a woman ts under attack and her
life is on the line.

More effective is "buying time" to
thlnk and the practice of "psychologi-
cal karate." As a last resort, one of two

technlques properly executed can de-
bilitate an attacker 100 percent of the
time, he says.

Psychological karate involves "eat-
ing humble pie" and making the attack-
er view you as a person, explains van-
Lith.

"Go along attitudinally, not sexually,
wlth the attacker," concurs Storaska in
his mIn. "Make sure you represent no
threat or risk to him."

A PLYMOUTH woman kidnapped
recently by a would-be rapist in Hines
Park escaped in this way. Forced to
drive around for two hours locked in
her assallant's car, she never allowed a
pause in the conversation. She person-
alized herself as much as possible.
Playing upon her attacker's sym-
pathies, she told him she was the single
parent of two young children who
greatly needed her. She talked inees·
santly about both their interests and
steered away from subjects that might
agitate him. After a seemingly endless
ride, the woman was freed, unhurt.

Women who've practiced the alter-

native, says vanLith, have been kicked,
brutalized and had their Bkulla crushed.

VanLith's audience, however, wagn't
enlirely convinced.

MARY JO DURIVAGE, president of
the National Organization for Women's
northwest Wayne chapter, believes a
woman under attack "should scream,
fight, do anything she can to get away."
Films entitled "Rape - Victim or Vic-
tor," (recommended by the Detroit Po-
lice Department) "No Pat Answer,"
and "Rape - a Preventive Inquiry"
treat the crime more seriously, focus
on older as well as college-age women
and contain a less sexist language than
vanLith's film, she said.

"If you scrape up a guy's face with
your keys you're going to get him
madder than beck," continued vanLith.
"UBe verbal tactics to get him to calm
down and drop Ms knife or weapon.

"Give yourself time to think. Put on
an act. There are so many things a
woman can use to verbally offset an
attacker."

Pretending to faint, vomiting or uri-
naling on purpose ("not a come on.'1 or
telling the assailant you have herpes or
veneral disease may work

"Tell him you're three months preg.
nant and have had three miscarriages."

The idea is to get the rapist to view
you as a person, not a victim, he added.
If unsuccessful, vanLith goes along
with either of Storaska's recommended

techniques.

A SUREFIRE way to rob a rapist of
sight is to place your hands about his
face, as if about to kiss him. Place your
thumbs over his eyes and push.

"If nothing else, the pain and shock
will be so bad he won't be able to see.
He may black out or go blind. The tech·
nique works so well the eyeball can be
popped right out," vanLith Ays

A second measure can be used when

attacked from behind. "Rub up against
the rapist, your back to the front of his
body. Reach back grab his testicles and
squeeze as hard as you can. He's likely
to black out from shock," says vanLith.
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Every hour of every day in the in the victim's own home.

United States, gomeone 13 raped. At • Last year in Detroit, 3,400
If attacked, what can be a.,11/4 0

a Belf-defense class for women at rape were reported, a staggering
Oakwood Canton Center, Canton Po· 30 percent increae over 1981 Several tips were offered by Canton One woman recommended using a least report it," urged vanLith. "You anonymity and therefore are reluctant
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• 80 percent of rape victims are law, the offenses of ehtld molesting, fenae class vanUth conducted at Oak- find your car - that you've looked all knows how many more will be stabbed while logging descriptions of assallants
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