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Unionized administrators still are
without a contract in Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools.

Monday night the school board decid-
ed not to ratify a tentative agreement
reached between its negotiators and
the Plymouth Congress of Administra-
ton (PCA) and instructed its bargain-
ing team to go back to the table.

However, the board voted to give ad-
ministrators a 3-percent increase in
salary for 1983-84 with retroactive
payments being made before the end of
the year.

Trustees did not have any objections
to the terms for the first two years of
the proposed three-year pact, but
balked at agreeing to the third-year
language.

Norman Kee, assistant superintend-
ent for personnel, noted that the PCA is
the only remaining employee group
working without a contract. He added
that the union also was the only one
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By Gary M. Cate«
staff writer

EArp commi.Yjal kihplone cae-
sumers, such as local governments,
will be among the hardest hit by the
telephone bill increases predicted as
a result of the Jan. 1 AT&T breakup.

As part of an out-of-court settle-
ment with the federal government,
AT&T agreed to relinquish its mo-
nopoly of the local call market. New
regional telephone companies will
be responsible for local calls. The
local divisions of Michigan Bell will
become part of Ameritech Jan. 1.

Of the four governmental units in
this area, the city of Plymouth and
Canton Township apparently will
have tbe largest inerease in tele-
phone costs.

"We anticipate an increase in our
phone bills, but we haven't met with
the sales representative yet," said
Plymouth City Manger Henry
Graper. "I have heard flgures of a
20-percent increase.”

The current telephone bill for
Plymouth City Hall is $15,000-
120,000 a year A 20-percent in-
crease would cost the city $3,000-
$5,000 a year.

"If we do get a substantial in-
crease, we will have to start [es-
tricting some phones, as far as what
they are used for," Graper said.

Plymouth has the capability to re-
strict its telephones because city
hall has a computerized system, he
said

The city leases its telephone
equipment However, the adminis-
tration will be looking into buying
its own telephones

“In our business, we can't afford
to be without phones If one breaks,
we need someone in to fix it right
away," Graper said

LIKEWISE, CANTON Township
stands to pay more for telephone
service if the cost of telephone ser-
vice goes up 20 percent.

The telephone bill at Canton
Township Hall runs $54,000 a year
A 20-percent increase would cost

lumoutb ©bsitrb er

Thursday, December 15, 1983

which did not strike this fall.

The PCA is bargaining agent for ad-
ministrators such as principals, assist-
ant principals, area coordinators and

other managers but does not represent
central office administrators.

THE TENTATIVE agreement in-
cluded the following economic pack-
age:

A 3-percent wage increase for '83-84
and a 6-percent hike for '84-85 with ad-
ministrators at the top of the scale re-
ceiving an additional 1 percent for the
final six months of 1985 (the same eco-
nomic offer given teachers and other
unions).

In addition, the proposed agreement
provided that the board would agree to
think about improving fringe benefits
for 1984-85 and, for 1985-86, would im-
prove the administrators' salaries rela-
tive to other districts.

The last provision created resistance

The Jan. 1 breakup of ATAT will
many changes in phone serce,
anticipated hike In phone bills. Ex pecting to bi
hardit hit are large commircial
such al local governments. In this area, the city

the township another $10,800 a year

"l anticipate an increase," said
Canton Supervisor James Poole.
"Every time the government does
something for u3, it costs us more
money."

Poole plans to have a sales repre-
sentative address the staff and
township board before Jan. 1.

"I don't know exactly what to an-
ticipate until we get word from the
companies,” he said.

However, a major change in the
township's telephone service is in
store.

"A lot of changes and improve-
ments were in 5tore regardless of
the AT&T break-up. A couple of
yean ago, we took phones away
from some of our employees. | don't

know what we are going to do now,/
he said.

"I do know that we were about to

save a lot of money before the gov-

from the school board.

During negotiations the PCA had
provided the school board with a prin-
tout of the salary schedules of 12 near-
by school districts. The list included
some of the higher-paid districts such
as Livonia and Wayne-Westland and
some of the lower-paid districts such as
Walled Lake and Redford Union, Supt.
Dr. John M. Hoben said. Plymouth-
Canton administrators ranked 12th on
the list.

The PCA bargaining team wanted
the school board to use that list of 12
districts in 1985-86 to improve the
standing of Plymouth-Canton adminis-
trators. "l interpret that to mean that
moving up to the 11th position would be
an improvement,”" said Hoben. "The
PCA wants to see some kind of im-
provement in '85-86 but are not saying
how far it has to move."

Trustee Flossie Tonda said she felt it

would be simpler just to provide for a
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ernment stepped in and did us all a
favor.”

Plymouth Township and the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools apparently won't be affect-
ed by the AT&T break-up. Both gov-
ernments have contracts for their
telephone service, which guarantee
prices.

THE SCHOOLS recently installed
a new telephone system, said Rich-
ard Egli, director of community re-

lations.

"One reason we considered the
new phone system was the threat of
increased costs. We now have three
years of guaranteed rate stability
from Michigan Bell," Egli said. The
schools telephone bill 13 $195,000 a
yvear

Michigan Bell was one of six tele-
phone companies that approached
the district and was the only one

Plymouth, Michigan

wage reopener in the third-year of the
contract.

"Basically that's what is being asked
except that the PCA is setting some
parameters - its relative posiUon with
the 12 districts,"” said Hoben,

"It makes me nervous because it's a
precondition we are not willing to
make with any other employee group,”
Trustee Tom Yack said. He added that
it would be appropriate to look into the
number of weeks administrators work
compared to other districts, but said hee
was apprehensive about the third-year
language.

Trustee Roland Thomas said he
shared the same apprehension.

Trustee E.J. McClendon agreed and
said that he would go along with the
third-year language if it were changed
to read that the board would consider
salary increases with the goal of im-
proving the administrators' relative
position. "But | can't go along with any
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.anton Township are bracing
ills, while Plymouth Townihip
-Canton Community Schools

have guaranteed rates thanks to phone con-

that would guarantee rates, Egli
said.

The schools are looking into a dis-
count long-distance service, as well
as the possibility of buying tele-
phone equipment, instead of leasing
it.

"With the three years of guaran-
teed rates, we can sit back and see
what changes take place and then
look at what route would be the best
for the district,” he said.

Plymouth Township won't be di-
rectly affected by the ATNT break-
up, Supervisor Maurice Breen said

Like the schools, the township has
a contract for itj telephones, Breen
said. The only change in costs could
come in the form of a rate increase
approved by the public service com-
mission later in 1984, or if an access
charge is added bills, Breen said

The township pays $24,000 a year
for telephone service.

YMCA considers township parcel

By Gory M Catio

-staff writer

: The Plymouth Family YMCA's
-arch for a site to construct a building
hailed to Plymouth Township.

The YMCA selection committee ap-
#oached the Township Board Tuesday
regarding township property between
Ann Arbor Trail, Powel amd Beck
roads

The triangular piece of property.
i*-1 the :treet from the township':
iolf courie and park, currently O unde-
Meloped.

"The property dowed sorne real
promt.e becit- of it. location and

ty to the town,hip park," uld
Calille, spoke,man for the site
-6eUon committee.

"The YMCA is interested in discuss-
ing that parcel, and the YMCA is inter-
ested in using that parcel,” he said

Although the board brieny dtscussed
the property, further diBcussion was
postponed. In a 6-0 vote, the board
refered the matter to the township
planner for further Investigation. Trus-
tee Smith Horton, 8180 a member of the
YMCA board of directors, abitained
from voting.

THE VS Belection committee has
approached Deveral land owners in the
put year, Including Canton Town,hip.
The group B intereited in obtaining a
site to con,truct a full-Bervice Y build-
ing to eerve the Plymouth and Canton
communiUM.

The committee’i efforts to obtaln

property on Morton Taylor in Canton
dead ended when neighborhood resi-
dents objected to construction of the fa-
cility. An attempt to locate the building
on an Industrial Bite in Canton also
failed.

Ideally, the Y plans to construct a
35,000 square-foot facility.

"We have had demographic studies
done which show it Is feasible to con-
struct a building,” Calille Mid. "The
studies ihowed < high interest in a
YMCA building for thi area.”

Bued on thooe studies, Calitle Bald
archltect, put together preliminary
drawings for the Y building.

TOWNSHIP officials .l1d the prop-
erty in queltion might not be the belt

site for the Y Earlier discussions of us-
ing the property for a elubhouse or ad-
ditional parking for the golf course
were curtailed due to building limita-
tions on the site. Also, the officials
questioned whether the township could
donate the property to the Y, since it
was purchased with taxpayers' money

"l don't want to turn off the board by
saying we're looking for a donation
We're prepared to purchle the proper-
ty, however we wouldn't turn down a
donation,” Calltle said.

The board asked the township
planner to review the Y's building
plans to see H the proposed construe.
tion would be feasible on the site. A re-

port on lhe proposal 18 expected In Feb-

ruary

60 Pages

171

absolute guarantee. We ought to try to
do better but to make a flat commit-

ment that we will do it makes me feel
very unsure."

A TRUSTEE was going to offer an
amendment with language acceptable
to the board, but Kee reminded the
board it could not amend a tentative
offer

Any change will have to go back to
the bargaining table for negotiations,
said Kee, who added that the PCA was
the only union willing to agree to a
three-year contract and the third-year
language was a good faith effort to
reach agreement.

Glenn Schroeder, board president,
said that in talks with the teachers’ un-
ion the board refused to consider pay
scales in contiguous districts.

"We should not promise to any em-
ployee that we will base salary on what
others pay because we have a responsi-
bility to make offers based on our abili-

Arrests
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ty to pay,"” Schroeder added.

"It's unrealistic to assume that we
are not influenced by other settlements
in our industry,” answered Mcaendor
although he agreed that districts should
only negotiate contracts they can al
ford to pay for.

Kee suggested the board might wan't
to ratify the first two years of the ter
tative agreement and inform the PC,
the board is unwilling to agree to the
third year unless language changes are
made.

The motion to pay the 3 percent fo.r
'‘83-84 retroactively was approved 7-(
In doing so, Schroeder stressed that the
3 percent was the maximum increase
which would be paid for 1983-84.

Trustee David Artley commented: '’!
publicly applaud them for crossing thte
picket lines to work during the strikis
But they are one of many employe'=
groups, and we should treat all equallly
as best we can.”
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armed threats

By Gary M. Catio
staff writer

Last weekend was a real hair raiser
for Plymouth police as officers were
confronted twice by armed men.

"For two people, within two days, to
pick up guns and point them at officers
and still be breathing is very rare.
They are very lucky to be alive," said
Lt. Robert Commire.

A 54-year-old Plymouth man was ar-
rested Friday night after allegedly
aiming a loaded handgun at two offi-
cers in an apartment complex.

Alonzo E. M,yes, 12308 Risman,
stood mute Saturday in 35th District
Court to charges of possession of a fire-
arm while intoxicated and failure to
register a handgun District Judge Dun-
bar Daves entered a not guilty plea for
Mayes and released him on $400 cash
bond.

A Dee. 19 pretrial date is set on the
charges - both high misdemeanors
which carry maximum sentences of
one year in prison upon conviction.

The incident allegedly occurred as
officers Bob Scoggins and Tom Zedan
responded to a burglary in progress
call at Mayes' apartment complex

As the officers approached a second-
floor apartment, Scoggins said he saw
a man with a handgun sitting on the
floor in the laundry room.

The handgun was cocked and aimed
at Scogging, according to police re-
ports.

While taking evasive action, Scot
gins said the man followed his move-
ments with the gun. Scoggins, once
safely out of the way, watched as the
man aimed toward officer Zedan.

4-Moving to the blind side of the sus-
pect, | observed the cocked gun pro-
truding slightly through the door,"”
Scoggins wrote in his report. "With one
strike | knocked the gun out of the sus-
pect's hand.”

With the gun on the floor, the officers
arrested the man. They said they
learned later that he was the one who
asked a neighbor to call police about
the burglary in progress.

A 20-YEAR-OLD Plymouth man was
arrested Sunday morning after alleged-
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ly threatening two officers with a shot-
gun.

Gene T. Fowlkes, 555 Starkweathe
was arrested and released pendirl "
charges of possession of a firear{“ |
while intoxicated and disorderly coi| “
duet - both city ordinance violatioitl
which carry maximum sentences of !
days in jail upon conviction.

'For two people, within
two days, to pick up
guns and point them at

officers and still be

breathing is very rare.’
- Lt. Robert Commire

Plymouth police

According to police, the incident 04c-
curred about 2-45 a.m Sunday as off-
cers Jerry Vorva and Scoggins riz-

sponded to a disturbance call 2it

Fowlkes’ mother's house, 843

Starkweather

As the officers approached the res.i-
dence, a man came out yelling obscen
ties, Commire said

The man continued into the yard :s
officers called to him by name, he sak

At that point, Commire said, the man~
bent over and picked up a long-barrw™
gun and threatened to kill them.

"As the officers took cover behind a
parked car a woman from inside U/
residence yelled, 'It's not loaded, don 't
shoot him,0 " he said

The man dropped the gun when o+
dered to do so by the officers and w;ss
arrested. The officers found that ttie
gun wasn't loaded

"I think under most circumstance€:s
he would have been shot,” Commh.e
said. "Once you let the guy pick up thie
gun, he's capable of shooting you Youu
don't know at that point if it is loade @
or not.”™

This was the third time thus year th:t
Plymouth officers were confronted and

threatened by armed subjects, Con»
mire added
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