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Add-ons nixed

for dovwntovvn

By Gary M. Cates
staff writer

Plans to expand Plymouth's Down-
town Development Authority (DDA)
district were whittled down at last
week s City Commission meeting.

More than 20 properties were target-
ed by the city administration for inclu
sion in the DDA but the commission
voted to add only two.

The DDA was established in 1983 to
provide a method for financing the con-
struction of a parking deck in the Cen-
tral Parking Lot.

Through its tax increment financing
plan, the DDA captures increased tax
revenues on DDA properties. The prop-
erty tax increases are brought on by
higher state equalized valuations
(SEVs) caused by either an increase in
the real market value or development
of the property, or both.

When the DDA district originally
was established there was considerable
debate over which downtown proper-
ties should be included.

Theoretically, the properties in the
district should derive benefit from the
parking deck project - although DDA
funds can pay for items other than the
construction bond debt Among the
other items permissable are DDA ad-
ministrative costs, beautification proj-
ects, snow removal, and the purchase
and renovation of housing to rid the dis-
trict of "urban blight.'

IN ‘83, Graper said the DDA funds
would come close to covering the annu-
al cost of the construction bond debt

Because the DDA revenues most
likely will increase in future years, due
to rising values, he said DDA revenues
over and above the bond costs would be
refunded to the other taxing jurisdic of
tions in coming years

Although the DI)A funds are expect
ed to exceed the debt obligation.
(;raper asked in add the more than 20
properties

"These properties should have been
part of the (,riginal distric-t but were
omitted/’ lie said ' This was an over-
sight by my staff and the attc,rneys in-
volved

Those properties are on the perime
ter of the DDA

ANnn Arbor Trail. Elizabeth, Wing, and

Deer They included mostly commer-
cia[ and office property as well as
some residential.

"At this point we don't see any more

properties to put in the DDA," Graper
said.

The commission saw the additional
properties differently.

“I'm not sure the orignal DDA was in
err,"” said Commissioner Mary Ellen
MeKercher. She believes adding the
properties would be an "encroachment
on residential property.”

Although Graper said the commis-
sion could say no to changing residen-
tial property to commercial in the fu-
ture, McKercher said she was "saying

no to it now "

"I BELIEVE this could send a signal
to the residents that their property was
getting prepared to be developed,” said
Commissioner Ron Loiselle.

Likewise, Mayor David Pugh wasn't
in favor of including all the targeted
properties. He suggested just adding
two lots - those used for a new veteri-
nary clinic at the corner of Wing and
Deer - which ultimately was ap-
proved.

‘'l guess the advantage to adding all
the properties would be in the event of
a significant increase in the SEV, it
would be dedicated to the DDA," Pugh
said.

"Those properties could be devel-
oped in the future and there is an ad-
ministrative advantage in that we
would not have to go through this pro-
ce€lure again,” he said.

‘1 The disadvantage is that we should
be concerned about the perception of
intrusion on residential zonings. The
adjacent areas don't provide that much
an increase to the DDA anyway," he
said.

Commissioner Mary Childs' motion
to table the matter was defeated

That motion was followed by one in-
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Subsequent action was taken to

amend the DDA'stax increment fi-

along Harvey Street. nancing plan to reflect the addition to

the district.

Lynch resigns
to keep her job =.

By Gary M Cate*

staff writer

Three weeis twfore her term ex
pirrd. Trustee Barbara l.ynch resigned
from the I'lyrnouth Townhhip bo,ird a
day after the group s vote on a ,-omput
er software contract

l.ynch, an employee of Analysts
Planning, a firm that now services the
townships computer system, left the
board Nov 8 rather than face a pos?41
ble conflict of interest situation Her
current term was to end Dec. 1

Though the board, which voted 4-2
(with Lynch abstaining) in favor of the
contract, was aware of Lynch'. ass<x-i-
alton with the firm, it specified Lynch
be prohibited from performing any
township-related work in her full-time
job

"I resigned for two reasons first, |
have to have a job, and, second, | hai>-
pen to know the computer system in-
side out,"” l.ynch said last week

"l had no other choice in order to get
the tax bills done | certainly would
have preferred not to," she said.

The contract was put on the agenda
by Supervisor Maurice Brren, to ensure
that revisions to the township's corn-
puter software be completed in time to
meet the Deeember deadline for mail-
ing tax bills. He hired Analysis Plan-
ning because of its past work with the
township.

Breen asked that the contract be re-
troactive to Oct. 1, because he al
ready authorized work on the town-
ship's CATO computer system.

*The county doesn't have the data
anymore to print the bills and we need-
ed to be done by the middle of Novem-
ber. The tre-Lui er needs a couple of
weeks to sort them and mall them,"
said Lynch, who alread, -as working
on the sy,tem with Analysis

Barbara Lynch

DURING THE night's discussion, the
board bounced around the question of a
possible conflict of interest. As a resull,
a motion to approve the contract made
by Trustee Andy i‘runer failed for lack
of a second.

Trustee Smith Horton then molioned
to approve the contract and prohibit
I,ynch from doing the work Pruner
seconded

A voice vote on Horton's motion,
with I, ynch abstaining, appeared to be
a three-three split Horton, Pruner, and
('lerk Esther Hulsing in favor, with
Breen, Treasurer Joe West and Trustee
[.re Fidge against.

In a roll call, the vote appeared to be
the same until Breen switched and
voted yes. A three-three split would
have meant the motion failed.

"l recommended we enter the con-

Pleale turn to Page 4
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Artifical trees are

By W. W. Edgar
staff writer

When Santa Claus comes down the
chimneys on Christmas Eve he'l] find
plenty of trees decorating the Plym-
outh community

In fact, from all indications there
will be more to decorate than there have
bern in the past few years

And in the decorating you'lt find that
the new style of electric-trimmed trees
will be more plentiful than on his re
rent trips

The major portion of the trees, most
of which have been grown in the Cadil-
lae area up north, arrived at the Sparr
greenhouse and floral shop over the
pasl weekend and the clusters of 600
trees there were all of the favorites -
at any size one wanted.

Close on the heels the roadside stand
on Joy Road, just east of Main Street,
will have its lot filled with the favorite
evergreens over the coming weekend

There will be one change from other
years. It won't be the corner of Hagger-
ly Road and Ann Arbor Road where for
many years there always has been a
large as,ortment of the jewels of the
north country.

This big lot is no more Due to the
increase in the economy, the lot was

A penchant for trips to the Amish
country in Ohio has reaped a fall har-
vest of sorts for Birmingham's Emily
Patz

After only four years behind a cam-
era, Patz came out tops among more
than 150 entries in this year's Observ-
er & Eccentric color photography
contest

Her efforts have won her a week-
end at the Livonia Holiday Inn, $100
in cash and $25 in Holiday money

Other top finishers in the competi-
tion were Gail Yurasek of Farming-
ton Hills, who placed second. Third
spot was taken by James Higgins of
Grass Lake, Mich Higgins was visit-
ing the Westland area when he saw
the color-photo--contest entry blank in
the newspaper

The second-place finisher will be
awarded $50 in cash and the third-
place winner will be awarded $25

THE SECOND- and third-place

photographs can be seen on the back
of this section

1 trees ar

Judging for this year's competiUon
was done by Observer & Eccentric
staff members Randy Borst, staff
photographer; Gary Cates, reporter;
Marie MeGee, Wayne County subur-
ban life editor; Mindy Saunders, staff
photographer; and Steve Barnaby,
community editor.

Patz enjoys traveling with her
friends from the Motor City Camera
Club and the Detroit Camera Club
Council to the Amish country in Ohio
to take photographs of this vanishing

culture

“"This is the third time I've been to
Ohio in the fall with friends. I'm very
hesitant to take pictures of them (the
Amish). So | stood at the road to take
this one,"” she said.

The Amish are reluctant to have
their pictures taken, she said, but they
ignore photographers if they stay far
enough away and don't interfere with
their farming.

The winning photo was taken near
Millersburg, Ohio Patz used a Nikon

F'2A with a 200mm lens, ASA 64 filrr
at 4 second exposure.

"l DID use a red enhancing filter
to bring out the colors,” said Patz
who said the photo was taken on ai:
overeast October day.

The judges particularly liked thi
mood created by Patz's winning pho
tograph.

"It was obviously spontaneous,’
said Barnaby. "You just don't gc
around setting up shots of the Amist
at work. It also was a clever interpre
tation of the competition's theme
‘Autumn AcUon. .,

Patz says she always wanted to bc
involved in photography and the hot)-
by mixes well with her desire to be
outside.

Although she enjoys photography,
she has other interests of an artistic
nature - one of which is oil painting.
She has taken ]Jessons in that medium,
but says she's "not doing any great
things."

rive at area lots

: prepared to offer a sales challenge to the firs

sold during the past year and there now
is a Burger King where once stood the
trees that made many a home an inter-
esting place during the holidays

THERE IS a growth in the demand
for the artificial, electric trees this
year And those who design the trimm-
ings have produced many pleasing new
designs. The popularity of these deeo-
rations is making it a real battle
among the sales forces - the battle be-
tween the real trees and the artificial

While these products are fighung it
out for the favorite role ,the yuletide
flowers are in greater demand than
they have been in the past years

Over at the Sparr's there are rows
and rows of poinsettia and these along
with the wreaths and evergreen roping
are available for all sizes of rooms and
decorations

Across the corner at Graye's Green-
house there is another long string of
rows of the poinsettia that make the
color in full keeping with the Christmas
tide.

The flower 5hops, Including Heide'i
on Ann Arbor Trail, expect a demand
for home decorations for the tables and
this year the array of flowers and pott-
ed plants surpasses those of other

yveari

So Santa will have a busy time of It
until all the trees are trimmed, the way with the decorations in Kel|ogg

And, as usual, the city will lead! the

petted flowers put in their place and Park. Folks come from the surrounding

the stockings filled.

communities to see the Three l1wise

From a decorative standpoint this Men as they move a bit each rjight
promises to be a great Christmas in the toward the Nativity scene on ldain

Plymouth community.
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