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Twenty-Five Cents

.11......0-

By Gary M. Cal-
stall writer

Plymouth Township voters most
hkely will face a millage question ina
special election July 29

The Township Board reserved the
election date at Tuesday night'. meet-
tog even though it hain't decided how
many mills will be sought

If we don't do anything. in 1986 we
will have only 1700.000 m property tax
revenues, plus any mcreases in the
State Equalized Valuation (SEV) Com-
par»ed to 1980. that's a 35-percent de-
crease m revenue, Supervisor Maurice
Breen said

I think the board's Idea ks to go back
to the millage level of 1983/ he said

In 1983, the township received Dome
11.25 million In property tax revenues,
compared with 11.16 million In 1984
The millage revenues for 1985 are pro-
jected at Il million.

The decrease in property taI reve-
nues is due to the expiration of two spe-
cial voted millages. A hall mill for fire,
voted in 1 979, wu collected for the last

time in 1984 One mill ($1 for every
$1,000 of state equallzed valuaUon) for
police, voted in 1980, was collected for
the last time this year.

'I believe the idea is to go back out

and renew the special voted millages
which have expired, the 14 mills,"
Breen uid "But that'i a decision the

board is going to have to ma·|"

BREEN SAID the board must decide

among five options
'The fint option. of courle, 11 that

we do nothing which wouldn't bother
me That'* why we had the special mil-
lage, Det to expire w that we could go
out to the people and lee If they want
to continue funding the operauom," he
said

The second option would bea renew-

al of the expired special millages - a
half mill for fire Ind one mill for po-
lice.

The third option 11 like the Decond,

but •ould<t be a renewal. Instead the
1 4 mills would be voted for general
operation rather than special use,

"lt would be to our advantage to put
them into the general levy w we don't

loie state :hared revenues," Breen
Mid.

STATE SHARED revenues are ap-
propriated to communities bued on a
formula which includes a relative tax

effort factor - giving more money to
communities which have higher mil-
*ge ratel

"In the put they used to count spe-
cial voted millages in the relative tai
effort, but the Department of Manage-
ment and Budget has propo•ed a rule
change which wouldn't count special
millages," Breeo laid.

'The result would be about a 9-per-
cent reduction in state shared reve-

oues. We could avoid that If the special
millages were rolled into the general

levy.
If you don't take advantage of thi

shared reveoue*, ItY Juot oot good mao
agemeot." he mald

Re fourth option, which Br- re.
commend:, 11 to uk voters to authorime
the full millage In the town:hip charte
- 5 mills. The board then would Bet

each year'i millage rate to meet the
revenue needs

Thil would allow the board la review

changes in the SEV and town,hip budg-
et and Det the millage rate accordingly,
he sald

'Thil way we wouldn't have to keep
setting millage election• We could re
duce or Increase the rate baled 0,1

need."

BRERN SAID dthough It'o not a
city. the tow-hip provld- mal, 01 the
Iervice, 04 a city.

Any Ible per,00 bel 10- that
11 you're 1014 tohave 811 the,or,le,4
you're goingto hive to vote thimmall
for lt" he uld.

The fifth option would be a millage
requit anywhere between 14, milh
and the charter limit 01 5 milli

rm going toput together a hle
of the millage for the board and fow
them where they 011 bi 10 1HI," hi
Mid.

The board reierved the Jte 29 elec-
tioo date with the Lodefilading it
could be turned down if they doo't want
touk for inere-d millqi.

Balloon festival takes a dive

Lorenz calls it quits, cites money proposal as reason
By Gary M Cd.
staff writer

Promoter, of the Mayflower Hotel
Hot Air Balloon Festival announced

last week that the event won't be held

Promoter, Scott Lorenz and Gordon

Boring held a series of meeting• with a
township committee following con-
cerns about parking arrangements and
Township Park usage

Tuesday night the Township Board
received the coninuttee's propoial and
directed the administration to negoti-
ate with the promoten

My recommendation lo the commlt-
tee wa, to table the proposal." Ikrenz
said Thursda)

1 told them that if it, a lake it or

leave it proposal we ll leave it 1 guess
they had to do what they had to do and
w did we '' he said

The committcr comprised of Clerk
7.sther Hul•ing and trustees Abe Mun
fakh and Smith Horton rpi·ommended

a proposal which called for the pro-

moters to submit an event plan for
town5hip approval

In return. the township would ar
range and pay for shutlle buses for

parking. supervision of parking. sanita·
tion facilittrs and park restoration af
ter the event To fund the township's
share :hev praposed charging specta
tors for riding the buses and rerelving
10 percent of concess mns at the park

The, put together their proposal af
ter our nif€Ing Friday and they added
a real zinger the Maurie Breen

zinger 10 p.·Trent of all proreed:.
I.<,ren, said

('anct·iric,n. were not defined If

you think about Maurie Rreen and the
wa> he thinks i[ probably means ev

erything We're not interested in doing
that," he said

THE WHOLE balloon fe•Oval con-

troversy started with a heated et-
change earlier thli year between
Lorenz and Town,hip Super-vi,or Mau-
rice Breen

While trying to reserve the park.
I,oren, and Boring were confronted

with a bill from lut year", event.

The major portion of the *5,000 bill
wu charge: for Bhuttle buses used to
transport spectaton from the Ford
Sheldon Road Plant parking lot to the
park at Ann Arbor Trail and Powell
borenz said he never uked for the

buses or agreed to pay for them

The remalnder of the comt, were for

damages at the park following the
event

I represent the township Maurle
Breen ts not involved In the promoUon
of the festival," Breen uid Friday

My involvement i with protecting

the interests of the township. I don't be-
lieve public funds *bould be expended
un an event which benefit: a private
interelt," Breen sald

Every time he (Lorenz) talked to
the committee, he added thing that the

township would be responsible for I
think we've done everything that we
could to have the event take place

He s dealing with a public body, and
he hain't even had the courtesy to

come back to this body and let w know
his response to the proposal Hil ac
tions are arrogant and contemptuous:
Brpen said

Lorenz was not at Tuesday night's
meeting and Breen uid be learned of
Lorenz'§ decision by reading it in the
newspaper

'WE'RE DOING an event here that's

good for the community, It'§ a great
event," Lorenz Iatd.

'It': deligned to break even with no
charge to the people who come. Ill get
out of the event balnes• all together if
we're not going to get cooperatlon

'The City of Plymouth ha, cooper•-
ted and there are no Itring» attached
Tbe city even gave u, an award for our
efforta," I.orent Mid

Yet Maurle Breen wants to make

money on hil contributloni We can't
operate in that atmosphere," he Bald

'They have forced us to have the
event at the township park We wanted
to go north and west for the balloonists
ujety and for the traffic At the park
we only have a two-lane road going in,"
he said

"Police Chief Carl Berry sald he has
a new department coming on line in
July and that if you have It anywhere
else he can't handle it, giving the type
of service It need,

"If you go to the park then you need
buses and we told them to charge for
the buses, that we couldn't pay for it.
1krent u id

'They didn't want to make money 80
they added the township providing toi-
lets and a sound syllem, with anything
left over being split 50/50 between the
township and the promoters

That seemed to w like a very rea-
sonable approach We thought we were
very clooe until they added the 10 per-
cent thing," Lorenz said

BREEN SAID the township's desire
18 not to make money from the festival

Anything the town:hip asked for in
regard to money was an attempt to

cover the dollan expended for the pro-
motlon Thats not a Maurie Breen

commitment, that's the recommenda-

lion of a township board committee,"
Breen uid

Breen earlier uked Lorenz to *pon-
mor the event through a noo-profit cor-
poration, u a done with the ice carv-
Ing festival. He uld if the festival truly
didn't make money the township would
join Lorenz In charity.

He al,0 denied Lorenz' comment that

the township wanted 10 percent of all
proceeds.

"The 10 percent M only on the con.
cession, at the park," Breen uid

Lorenz has made many comment,

to the press that are not accurate As
far u I'm concerned he'; acting like a
spoiled child," he said.

'Golng non-profit wouldn't resolve
anything If they can't accept what we
say then there', no point in having the
event," Lorenz uld

We take the money and put It back
into the event. and if they can't believe
us then [ don't know

My family': been in the community
for a long time It's not like we just
blew into town in a limousine with gold
rinp on our lingen," Lorenz Mid

We have credibility in the commu
nity We promote the community just
like we promote our hotel." he said

Other communities refognize that
the balloon festival 13 a worthwhile
event ''

Lorenz said he had informal contact

with Rveral communities wanUng the
event. but he un't certain he will move

It to another community

I'm not in the bullness of promoting
balloons We're in the business of pra
motion of our hotel and the community

'It doesn t make good wn,e to go out
to Saline or Borne other communjty,
Lorenz said
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Merit semlfinallsts
Six Bludinte from thi Ptymouth Continnial Educational Park
(PCEP) have bion named -millnalliti In thi National R-H
Scholarship Corporallon progrim. Thoy now hive an opponunity
to be namid finalliti Ind -rn lou,-lii, ocholir,hip• trom univ...
*111., corporations m thi National Mirlt progrim Heell. Bemlll-
nallits Ihown above ari: (le,lid, from lell) Erin loughlon, Kin-
noth Chance Ind Marykly Pavol; (Itanding, rom left) Jamel
White, Julle Rliminichnelder ind Kirin R-m.

By Gary M Cilie
staff writer

The city admknistratic,n has submit-
teil three alternatives to the Mymouth
Police Offirers Aisociation fiPOA) to

reduce operating cost,1 alternatives

which 5(unned the union

You provided u, with a h,t of defer
ral, which did not reach the amount.1 of

money necessary for us to be able to
keep the departmental the level which
we hoped," City Manager Henry
(;raper wrote to the union lut week

It did not allow us to take care of

the downsizing through possible
layoffs, but only through attrition,

Graper wrote
Con,equently, Graper Dent hus alter-

natives to the union Thursday

• A 21-man department - a

13 1,000-a-year chief. three 120.000-a
year command officers, 13 patrol off
cers at 119,000 a year, and four officers

at $15,000 a year
• A 16-man department - a

$31.000-a-year chief, three 128.000-a
year command of ileen. and 12 patrol
officers at 123,160 a year

• A 13-man department a

$33.500-a-year chief, three 131,000+
year command officers, and nine patrol
officen at $28,545 a year

In light of all the dlicunion: that
have taken place to this point, your
proposal quite simply ha, us stunned.
union Pre,Ident Mike Gardner laid in a

letter to Graper Friday
We tall to Bre any relation between

these proposals and any non-economic

considerations recommeoded in Bartell
6 Bartell'i studies submitted to the
City Commission," Gardner wrote.

Further. •e fal] to Dee where any
consideration ts given to the reported
attitudes of the cltizen: of Plymouth,
as also determined by Bartel] 6 Bar-
tell. regarding their de®tre, for pollce
service '

THE EXCHANGE of propoula fol-
low, Mveral negottating 1-loes
aimed at uving the department ™
city faceo the 10- of • 0407,000-8-year
contract with Plymouth Tow=hip for
slwared poUce,ervkei

The towmhip ha, decided to start its
own department.

Ple•- turn to Plgo 4

Lucas wants to learn from Saturn what's inside 
By Guy M. Coloo
Staff writer

Wayne County Executive William
Lucas has virtually conceded that

Michigan is out of the running as the
location for General Motors' new Sa

turn project
Nevertheless he and several other

Southeastern Michigan officials will

meet with GM Chairman Roger Smith
today to discuss the project

The group. including Oakland County
Executive Daniel Murphy and Detroit
Mayor Coleman Young. want to know
what can be done to improve thelr
chances of landing future ventures

"There are Dome thlop, ladle, and
gentlemen, that go hand-in-hand like
motherbood and apple pie." Lucas -d

Friday in an address to the Plymouth
Rolary Club

'In thts area the automobile indultry
and Detroit go together You just natu
rally think, why wouldn't they want Sa
turn here, why wouidn't it be in De
trolt'" Lucu mald

'When there Isa whole serim of

event a whole parade of individual
here from outside Michigan and Gener-
al Moton M inviting them to make a
pitch. It tell, you that we ar, not In the
competiUon," he laid in a short ipeech
which atio touched 00 county reform
under hi, admint,traUon

Aiked after the speech if be to
conce€ling the loo of the project. Lucas
•ald no.

"I don't want to come off u a defeat-

Itt," he told reporteri."But the rn-

mage that they're sending out B, 'Folks,
you in Michigan have not done every
thing you could have ' "

Lucu uld be hid talked with people
from Murphy'i office and they were In
agreement about the approach He
•un't certain if Young /hared their
feelinp

The group, u expected, still will
make a pitch to land the automotive
plant. be uld

"But I'm going to be going there
more to 11*teo I am equally interested
in bearlng what we oeed to do down the
road to be compeUtive," be told report-
en

"I DONT expect to be told that
Michigan D in the running. I hope to
learn why we didn't Iet the project (at
the out,et) and what can we do better

In the future

I want to know what steps are need-
ed to be compeutive in the future lo we
can try to Convince Mazda to originate
its project to Detroit That to highly de-
strable, It meam 10,000 Jobe It 11
omething we would want to lee," be
told the Rotarians, a-embled in the
Mayflower Meeting Houle

"If the State of Mlcht,•n 11 to be
compeUUve, we munt hang on to the
people that le have

Moit of our new jobi now come
from eitiblished buslnes- which en-

large their facilltle, and grow To be
competitive, we must bold 00 to what
we have and help them to grow and
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