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City puts the klbosh on 'punks' in parks
By Gary M C.I.
staff writer

The city of Plymouth in'getting
tough' with problem makers in Its
parks and parking areas with a new or-
dinance aimed at banning certain ae-
tivities

"It's really a shame that •e have to
do this because A just a bunch of
punks we're dealing with," said Mayor
David Pugh

'The reason for this ordinance U to
give the police department lorne
strength," he said

The City Commission approved 00
first reading Monday night an ordl-

nance coetrolling the use of city parks
The propoied ordinance, which :till re-
quirel *cood-reading approval before
going into effect alio Includes parking
lot, and parking :tructurem

"It'; unfortunate that we have to go
to thi becaume It ts ratrictive to the
normal citlzem," Pugh uld. "But last
year •u just terrible and we don't
want another year like that

l'hts 'get-tough' ordinance addrels-

es some of the probem, that we've been
experiencing and li daigned to
give our police some leverage."

Comminioner Bud Martin,ald other
communIUes have enacted :imilar or-
dinances to keep their parks and public

areas from being taken over by teen-
ag.1,

Thi, 1: dooe togive the rights back
to the citize=," Martin laid.

LAST YEAR police were kept busy
cootroling crowd: in Kellogg Park and
along Penniman Avenue, the Central
Parking Lot deck and the Tooqui•h
Creek walkway, City Attorney Ron
Lowe maid

The crowd, moitly younger people
looking for a place to go, would -em-
ble during the evening houn in the
downtown area and wu perceived asa
threat by older residents.

I believe the propoeed amendments

to be on mand legal gr-ds and fiel
they -Id be most helpful incurbing
ulec,Imary di,turbance, occur-
ring in the downlown area,- toweald

le're letting tired 04 kids in the
dofintown areaurilti4 - the fronts
of bulldina" ooe reddent :ald "We're
gettal a little fed up with It"

City Manager Henry Graper,ald the
city is coosidering a foot patrol In the
downtown Area thiliummer, u well as
scheduling a committee-of-the-whole
meeting for the city comminion to
plan other strategies

THE PROPOSED ordinance outlines
six regulations for all parts, play-

groundo, parting lots or parking struc-

Prohiblted are the following activi-
Ues:

• Injury to park property - no one
1, allowed to injure, mar or damage
any "monumeot ornament, fence,
bridge, meat. tree, fountain, shrub, flow-
er, playground equipment, fireplaces
or public property.

• No person 11 allowed to poll-
any alcoholic beverage, open or cloied,
in any park or playground. Exempted
from this rule are the parking lots and
parking structure•

• No per,00 Ls allowed to place any
garbage or walle in any public place,

except In designated waste cootainer:

•Improper imes - No penoo isal-
towed to play any sport - Including
b-ball. football, •oftbal]. Frisbee
throwing or other games -in any pub-
lic park, playground or parking area,
ncept u delignated by the city mana-
ger

• Additional rules - The city man-
ager 1, authorized to make other rules
as are necessary

0 Cloling» - All park and puble
property controlled by the city ia
closed to the public between the hours
of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m

The great clinic mystery
Slew of street signs requires sleuthwork to find source
ly G.0 M Clt'.
staff writer

Signs for the Arbor Health Clinic at
Harvey and Ann Arbor Trail went up
as fast u some of them came down
Tuesday

The green and while road signs, stat-
Ing "Arbor Health Building" with a
directional arrow, popped up Monday
throughout Plymouth and Plymouth
Township - along city roads, town,hip
roads and even expre-way exita

Finding out who bought the sigm, put
them up, and whether they were legal
proved to be as challenging as solving a
'whodunit"Tuesday

The initial contact was made with

Plymouth Township Police Chief Carl
Berry saul the township didn't put the
signs up and believed special approval
was needed to place them in the coun-
ty'§ right-of-way'

The next question went to Plym-
outh's city manager. Henry Graper, be-
cause the clinic M in the city and be
cause Graper worked closely with the
chnic In bringing it to Plymouth

The signs are pan of the original
negotiations with Arbor, Graper uld
It was ht, "under,tanding'' that the
clinic provided the signs and handled
getting approval, with the city respon-
aible for installation

Graper said the lign5 are part of the
clinic's emergency services He al,0
said the city's engineering department
set up the routing

A

THAT FAR, the nituauoo seemed
pretty straight-forward The curve
came when a call wu made to the city
engineer, Ken West

"Early in our planning we decided
key spots for the migns." West said, ex-
plaining the city'; involvement He
wun t sure who paid for the lign,

''They didn't receive approval, to my
knowledp to put them up." be nald
'We didn't put the 24= up In the town-
#p. we only put them up In the city
Who put them up in the town,hlp 1* be-
yood roe "

West al,0 was questlooed about the
routing from I-275, where the signs
take motorists down Ann Arbor Road
to Harvey Street The problem pooed
was the return Uip whlch called for
motorists to turn left from mouthbound
Harvey onto Ann Arbor Road

"There's no problems with the rout-
ing We ooly have 2,500 can on Harvey
Street a day now During the runh
hours, there i, a wait to turn left onto
Ann Arbor Road if you're heading
muthbound," be uid

The Dert call went to Ben Hubbard,
administrative coordinator at Arbor
Health Clinic

Hubbard said he would have to check

into the slgni, but could go ahead and
answer questions about the emergency
care mentioned by Graper

There were questions because a fully
licensed emergency room can't be built
in Plymouth The stlte only Ileenaes

such facilltjes based 00 need, and Oak-
wood Hospital'* Canton Center emer-
gency room hold• the only license for
thij area.

"We provide minor emergency Der-
vice, not to be coolused with major em-
ergencles," Hubbard sald

"To my knowledge there 11 Do Ileens-
ing required for minor c=--incy
care," he sald. "Our clinic Ls afflUated
with the Catherine McCaule, Health
Center but 10 004 operited by tho hompi-
tai It ks operated by the Emergency
Care Physicians "

Hubbard :ald the Arbor clinic offen
"walking-wounded" care, or urgent
care.

WHILE WAITING for Hubbard to

call back on the signs, Ken Marko from
the clinic called.

Marke lid the signs don't belong to
the clinic but to the city. He sald some-
one from the county just paid them a
visit and uked about theligns

'We told him we couldn't take them
down, they're not our property The
city DPW put them up, that's who you
want to talk to," Marko said

Hubbard called back

"The city b re,ponaible for the •igns.
they put the whole thing together,"
Hubbard uid

Did the Arbor clinic buy the signs, al
Graper Baid'

"Not lo my knowledge The signs are
part of the arrangement the city made

in thelr proposal to get the clinic," be
said.

Because Marko mentlooed the colin-
ty had paid a visit. a call wu made to
the county'i traffic and ufety divisioo
Rick Hodges, the traffic maintenance
engineer, knew about the ligns

Sure enough, Welt wu right. Proper
approval hadn't been received for plat-
ing the signs in the county right-of-way
Hodges *aid the city had been ticketed
andtold to r,move the mism within 48
bours from the county ro- in Plym-
outh Town•hip.

'lbose type of signs can only be in
the vicinty of the place, but only two
signs." Hodge, gaid. Even U the city ap-
plle, for a permit, be Bald they
wouldo't be approved

Hodge, Bald the •Igns at the express-
way exits fell under the state highway
department's jurisdiction

A CALL WAS WaB nude to Paul
Riley at the state highway depart-
ment'B Southfield offlce.

Riley uld the state wants the jigna
taken down. Like the county, permita
are required, as well as meeting a Bet
criteria.

"Health clinic signs would not be ap-
proved," he said.

Next, a check was made with the city
DPW to confirm they had placed all the
signs
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Old Village requests help in fighting burglaries
•y Gary M. C.1.0
staff writer

Business owners from Old Village m
Plymouth. angered by the ralh ot
break Ins they are eIperiencing,
flocked to the City Comminion Moo-
day night to request help

The shop ownen. along with other
residents. took aim at the ongoing di,-
cussion of police layoffs dunng the citl-
zen s comment portion of the meeting.

I m deeplv concerned by •ome of
the converutions I've been hearing,
one •hopowner •aid we're going to

have Bernard Goetz in this town - An-

other echoed his comments uying he
would hate to Ne a vigilante group
itarted but be didn't know what to do

Currently the Plymouth Police Off 1-
cen Amociation (PPOA> and the city
admint,tratloo are to Degotiations to
uve the department f 01]owing the toll
of a $467,000+year cootract for
Wared »ervices with Plymouth Town-
ship The township 11 starting its own
department July 1

City Manager Henry Graper husent
the police unloo three altern/uve•
which call for wage conce-ions or ex-

tensive cuts in personnel

SHOP OWNERS frorn Old Village
held a meeting lat week to dlicus, the
break-ins, which itarted after Christ-
mal

ODe by ooe Mooday night the busl-
ne- owner, stood and told of multiple
burglarles, Iome *hopi being hit as
many u five Umel

One bullne- owner Bald there were

other, who couldn't attend the City
Comminion meeting. but there have
been more than 30 break-Ins In the are,

unce December

'We've been broke into once and al,o

had a pune inatching," sald Beth
Jones "It'* getting to the point where
you're afraid to be inside the busine,1."

Brian Crog, speaking 00 behalf of
the group, alked about the poilbility
of a stake-out to catch the culprit(,).

If we agree to having a itake-out
right now, tie only thing you're doing L,
telling that man that you're going to
have a stake-out and to avoid the
area," Graper Mid He suggested the
•hopowners mit down with Polke Chief
Ralph White and the detective bureau
to plan • strategy

Academic all-stars sought for team

'We feel that after July 1, when we
start policing the city only, that we can
better address the problems," Graper
Bald

But police union president Mike
Gardner disagreed

I dont think the •ize of the area hu

that much to do with lt,° uid Gardner.
allo a detective

"We have 10 other areas that are
calling about other problems. My
phone doein't •top ringing We doo't
have enough police offleen to take
care of the problems - I don't care
how much,pace we have to patrol," be
maid

SOME OF THE resident, at the

meeting raimed question• about city
finances and called for • publjc hearing
on the pollce illue

'We had 20 policemen before the
township contract. and we stayed at 20
policemen during the contract. Now ev-
eryone talk, about it u some great
109," mald Bob Kroeger, a volunteer
firefighter, claiming the police budget
only increased 2 percent with the con-
tract

"It Beems the Commission M more
interested in circuses than lervices,
he Bald

'If we're tied up for money in the
city why are sorne people gettlng rats-
es' The potleemen) wage: have been
froze for one year

"The layoff plan doesn't go along
with the Bartel] and Bartell report
which the Commiulon paid to have the
experts do Now are you going to uy,
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By Judith Doner -rn'
slaff writer

As part of the local.state and natloo-
al pren toward educational excellence,
the Ob®erver & Eccentric will name Ita
fint Academic All-Stan tn early May

A committee of Michigan A-ocia-
Uon of Secondary School Princlpals, co-
Bponsor of the OVE Academic At]-
Stan. Mil u•e lat Bcor= and grade av-
erage, to select 12 high •chool students
from the communities Derved by the
Eccentric ne-paper, and 12 from the
area Berved by Obierver new:papen

Their profiles and pbolograpli 011
appear lo the May 2 1-ue Each ¥11]
receive a certificate of recogition

Nominating forms were mailed lalt
week to principal, of the 53 public, pri-
vale and parochial high schoots in
Ichool districts serving Roche,ter, Ro-
chester Hills, Birmingham, BloomfleId
Hills, Bloomfield Township, Welt
Bloomfield, Troy, Southfleld, Farmi*
ton and Farrninglon Hills, Lathrup VB

lage, Livonia, Plymouth, Canton, Red-
ford, Westland and Garden City

They are due rriday, March 29

EACH PRINCIPAL .111 Dominate
two student: - they may be junion or
•entor, - wh- combined grade point
average pim national le,t ecorm rank
the highest in their Ichoot

Grade point, will be determined only
by academic subject, - math, Enellah,
Iclence, *ocial st,dioand foreign lan
guage Test leorm must be the PSAT
tat for junlon and either the SAT or
ACT for milan

The -lectioo committee wil] meet
Tuadly, April 1 Selection will be
bued only 00 Icademic icores, etcept
In ca,e of a nan-ical tle Then, aca-
demic hooon and leaderihip podtiom
will be cotd/red.

Principal, aerving oa the committee
are the Rev Philip Aequaro, Catholic
Central Silter Joan Charatey, Marian
Ron Cowden, Gard- Clty; Dr Gary
Fiber. Weit Blooidleld, Don Gavigilo,

Troy Albeni Clayton Graham, North
Farmington. Dan Hogan, Southfield,
Marilynn Kell. Bloomfield Hills
Lah,er, De Wayne Nutter, Clarence-
ville, and Al Zack. Livonia Franklin

Committee chairman 10 Dr Robert
Schramke, Radford Unloo High School

THE IDEA of publicly hoooring *tu
dents for academic achievements In

the way itudeot, have been honored for
Iport, 9 Schramkey baby

He c..$.ved the Idea two years ago,
after he had preiented =ne RU stu
dents with writly •war and later
read to the paper that George Perle,
bad bee hired at m,000 to coach
Michigna State Unlver/t, football

I'm an ex-athlete But I thought,
this 1, not right -the overemphamin on
that part of our propam."

Prodded by,tudents, to whom he ex
platoed the Idea, he approiched the De
trolt Fre• Pr- They aped to spoo-
Ior an Academic All-State Tum, bued
00 school •11. and an Academic All-

City Tum - both reportedly the flnt
in the country.

Thts year, Schrarnke came to the Ob-
Derver-Eoceotric Nevnpapen with a
Iimilar plan "You do a super Job with
athletjag" he gaid "Why not acidem-
ics'" A. a -ult the Oblerver/Eeceo-

tric 0 the first group of community
nenpapen W Bo hoaor area Icholul.
Schramke,ald

We're pilled to play a role in rec-
ognizing w often overlooked -et of
our local ochooll - acadernle excel-

Jenee," iald Nick Sharkey, OlE m--
aging editor "After all it's the Ime-
Uon of our Bebook to educate our

youth Tbol students who work hard to
excel de-ve to be hooored in their

communtua"

Thls week, Schramke Bin Chicago to
promote the concept before mchool id-
mloiltraton from 19 itat- A-embled

at the North Central A-ci•000 (NCA)
Tonier,Oct

HI hopt "Maybe It'11 catch 00 even
bigger."
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