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City weighs measure shifting
F

walk liability to homeowner

--

John Vaughn, 14, ride, down a
green and Blanche.

Police i
By Diane Gal•
staff writer

What happened that night, when
Charlene Norris was found dead on the
north aide of Michigan Avenue in Can-
ton'

Investigators continue to grapple for
clues Ln what police dubbed a "hit-and-
run."

On July 6 about 3 a.m. the Ypsilanti
Township woman was found along
westbound Michigan Avenue. Canton
officers were led to her body by two
anonymous callers.

Norria, who worked as a waitress
part-time at Entertainment World in
Ypellantl Township, had been at the
night spot earlier in the evenlng with a
female friend. explained her atepfa-

Woman
1,Ll- Simon
staff writer

The 23-year-old Southfield woman
who claimed ahe wa: raped early in the
morning of July 1 has "recanted" her
story, according to Plymouth Township
Police Chief Carl Berry.

The woman had told Commander
lArry Hall on July 1 that she wu trav-
eling from her residence in Southfield
to Ann Arbor.

In a lecood coovenation with police
on July 10 she :ald she wu driving
from Ann Arbor to Southfteld and had
previomly ihared three pitchen of
beer ind ooe bottle of wine with three
frieods

'1

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

,teriorating sidewalk near Ever-

inravell i
Solid clues

ther, John Faweett, from his Plymouth
honne.

The women were waiting for another
friend who was working at Entertain-
ment World that night. They decided to
go to another bar and their friend
would meet them there after getting
off of work.

"When (her friend) got off, she went
there and they met," Faweett sald
"Then they got separated and that's all
I can tell you."

NORRIS, WHO was 5 feet 2 inches
tall, weighed 145 pounds and had redd-
ish hair, exhibited no Vital Signs when
rescue units arrived She was wearing

recants
The woman claimed to have logt her

way. On July 1, she told Hall that she
stopped at a gas station to obtain diree-
Uons. It was at this gu station, which
has not been identified, that she picked
up a young man whom she described as
caucastan with a deep tan, blood hair,
and medium build.

"She told him if he didn't know
where they were going, he would have
to get out" according to Hall. The first
pollee report states it wu after the
woman Baid this that the man raped
her.

THE WOMAN told Hall that she wu
guiplciou, of the man becauoe be didn't
appear to know where they werehead-

By Ll,a Simon
staff writer

Dangerous sidewalk repair may soon
be the responsibility of Plymouth
homeowners.

Tonight the Plymouth City Commis-
don is to vote on final passage of an
ordinance to amend Title IV of the
Code of the City of Plymouth. If ap-
proved, the amendment would go into
effect July 19.

The proposed change provides that:
"All sidewalks and driveway approach-
es between the lot line and the street

curb, except crosswalks at intersec-
tions, shall be repaired and maintained
by the abutting property owner and
shall comply with all requirments set
forth in this chapter.

"If any owner shall neglect to repair
and maintain said sidewalks and drive-

way approaches in good repair and
safe for the use of the public, the owner
shall be liable to the City of Plymouth
for any damages recovered against the
city sustained by any person by reason
of such sidewalk being unsafe and/or
out of repair."

The Plymouth City Commistion
meeting begins 7:30 p.m. in commin-
sion chambers upstaim of City Hall at
Church and Main.

THE ORDINANCE presently re-
quires property owners to keep their
sidewalks clear of snow, ice, dirt and
debris.

The amendment was recommended

to the city by Owen Cummingl, general
consul for Michigan Municipal Risk
Managment Authority, the city's insur-
er. The amendment was modeled after
a similar one in Garden City.

The amendment is designed to re-
duce the city's liability for lawsuits In-
volving unkempt or dangerow aide-

ng h it- r
are elusive
a pink sweater and blue jeans.

A divoreee, she had planned to at-
tend a Parentz Without Partners meet-
ing that night, Faweett said, but "she
just got cold feet" She was "very quiet

and very cautious."
Canton police Lt. Alex Wilson said:

"We don't know all the facts, and
there's always a myriad of speculations
you can make. It's important for us not
to get locked into any one perspecuve."

Norris and her 9-year-old son, Terry
Michael, lived with her father, Waste
Branham, in Ypellanti Township. Bran-
ham is also struggling with the limited
clues about that night.

"Why she was walking we don't

story of
kng, although he had offered to direct
her when she picked him up at the gas
station.

Berry said there were eight conclu-
give points evident after the second po-
lice interview July 10

The woman admitted to heavy drink-
Ing prior to the time she left Ann Ar-
bor-She al,0 claimed ihe wai lost and
that Ahe picked up the de:cribed man at
an unknown locaUon.

The woman engaged in converstion
with the man but did not remember
whether :he encouraged sexual inter-
coune. Further, the wornin did not re-
member offering any resistance to the
man'*sexual advancei.

walks and the possibility of "slip and
fall" lawsuits.

Sidewalk maintenance and repairs
will become the sole responsibility of
the homeowner upon passage of the
amendment.

"The city's defense is this ordi-
nance," said Plymouth City Attorney
Ron Lowe, as it will signal to any plan-
tiff exactly who ts responsible for side-
walk maintenance.

If there is litigation because of some-
one falling on a Plymouth sidewalk and
suing the city, there ts no clause within
the amendment which includes the

homeowner in any legal proceedings
from the beginning of a case This con-
cern was raised by George Hudson, for-
mer city commissioner and Plymouth
resident.

Although Hudson believes the
amendment will be further changed to
include the homeowner from the onset

of a legal proceeding, he described a
situation that could result in financial
loss for an uninformed property owner.

THE CITY might be sued and subse-
quently pay all damages. A homeowner
may only become aware of the legal
proceedings when he receives a bill
from the city topay the damages, his
responsibility under the proposed
amendment.

Hudson explained that when the
homeowner receives the bill and then

panes it on to his insurance company,
it is likely the ingurance company may
not pay because it "didn't get a chance
to defend and they know nothing about
it." As a result the expense would be
directed back to the homeowner

Lowe said that if the homeowner was
not involved, the city would sue the
homeowner immediately to avoid such
a situation.

Lowe believes that homeowners can
best judge their property themselves.

un case
know," said Branham with a long
pause. "We hope to find out more.

It's kind of early yet."
Fawcett said Norris, 30, was "very

quiet, very independent and woul(in't
ask you for anything." She wasn't "a
drinker," he said.

Maybe if she had called that night
for a ride, Faweett uld, the accident
wouldn't have occurred.

"She was a real sweet person," he
added. 'You just can't may anything bad
about Char, because she just didn't do
anything."

"They (Norris and her son) did every-
thing together," Faweett uld. "These
situations happen, and we wonder why
they happen. We hope the individual
who did do it will come forth, or maybe
the evidence will lead to the person
who did this."

rape
Wha t the woman did remember, ac-

cording to Berry, 9 the man laughing
at her after intercourie. The woman
said abe wu extremely mad. The wom-
an alio believes she had an alchoholic
blackout.

When Hall interviewed her July 1 he
described her as upeet, lost and
confused.

Berry said although they believe
they know who the man ts, no charge
will be nled. Becau,e of the dl,crepan-
cle® between the first andsecood police
intervie- with the woman, Berry
stated all charge® were "unsubstantlat-
ed."

Through their own "eyes and ears,"
homeowners will determine what is
safe and what is not. The fact that side-

walk safety will be the resposnsibility
of the homeowner may be the prime
motivation to keep them safe.

Lowe explained that in the long run
this will mean safer sidewalks through-
out Plymouth.

Presently, there are 196 private side-
walk areas in need of repair according
to Jim Penn, city engineering aid. One
dozen more also are in need of repair
due to water-line breaks or sewage-line
problems.

A list compiled last year by the
Building and Engineering Department
was given to Penn last October. With
the list in hand, "I went out and walked
the streets." Penn said this took him
about a week.

Ford rek

Albanite
Transferred Ford employees are ac-

climating themselves to the Plymouth
area with the help of Ford's Industrial
Relations Department and the wives of
previously tranderred employees.

The emigrees are from the Albany,
N.Y., area, transferred employees of
Ford Motor Co.'8 Green Island plant.

In an effort to ease the tranlition for
more than 50 radlator amiemblen, the
Welcome to Michigan Program includ-
ed orientations to Michigan both at
Green Island and in Plymouth.

Among events wal a July 8 "Wel-
come to Michigan" -minar at the
Plymouth Cultural Center. Employees
hadachance togettoknow their new
area of residence aa well as gather in-
formatlon on the Sheldon Road plant,
Ford benefits and the Michigan tax
structure.

Gerry Colaner of Ford's Climate
Control Divison (CCD) on Sheldon Road
guided the relocation program.

In the final phase of a two-year pro-
cess, Colaner said, "We've really done
a lot for them."

IN GREEN Island, prospective
transferees were shown films of Plym-
outh and Detroit. Representatives of a
Plymouth real estate company also
traveled to Green Island to offer Lnfor-
mation on the housing market in Plym-
outh-Canton and surrounding areas.

Transferred employee, were brought
to Plymouth after the completion of a
138.6-million facility. The facility hous-
es operations for vacuum-brazing alu-
minum radiators and han a sophiticat-
ed level of automation. Both the pro-
cen and quality control are MEhly
computerized.

Aluminum radiator compooents are
fuled together in electrically heated
furnace® in the vacuum-bruing pro
cess. Reaching a temperature of 1,100
degrees Fahrenhelt a near-total vacu-
um is created . The vacuum 1, equal to
the vacuum created 100 miles Lato

space

COLONER explained that thi, new
process 11 not enttrely different thin
the one u,ed in the more coovenUonal
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AT EACH sidewalk in need of re-

pair, Penn drew a sketch and wrote a
description of the problems.

lf the second reading is approved to-
day, homeowners with unrepaired side-
walks will be notified they have 30
days to remedy the situation. The
homeowners have the 9ption of doing
the repairs themselves or contracting
an outside party to do so. A $5 sidewalk
permit is required before any work
may begin.

If the homeowners decide not to re-

pair their own sidewalks, the city will
handle all repairs at the homeowner's
expense.

Penn said letters informing property
owners that their sidewalks are in need
of repair have been written and are
ready to be mailed. The letters will be
mailed shortly if the amendment is ap-
proved at its second reading today.

)cating

s here
operation at Green Island.

The vacuum-brazing facility in
Plymouth houses Ford's latest effort to
eliminate soldered copper-brass radia-
ton and switch over to aluminum radl-
ators. Aluminum raditor• are U/tec,
more efficient and more reliable.

The Green Island plant ia slowly
being phased out by 1988 or '87 the
Green Island radiator operation will be
shut down.

Within two years all of Ford's radia-
tor manufacturing operations will be
U.UCKMA V. •3UU'uvu 'Wau.

Employees were given the opUon 01i 1 traisferring. For many it was a poll-Uve decision. The average age of the
tranderred group is 46

WIVES of transferred employees
were an integral part of the transition
process. A luncheon club was founded
last year. A trip to Frankenmuth and a
tour of Detroit were part of the pro-
cess. Women also attended seminars on
job opportunities in the area and Ford
benefits to which they are entitled.

Jan Nardint and Donna Wubben-
horst, wives of employees who made
the move last summmer, have pitched
in to help thoae coming this year. Nar-
dint volunteered to call people, Nod
letters to families still tri Green Illand
and organize activities for familles
here. Ford arranged for her to have
office,pace

The one drawback in the tridtion
proces: has been an unexpected period
of unemployment due to the Sheldon
Road Plant's inability to integrate a
large number of workers into the work
force. I

Colaner called it, "a last-minute
postponement." Unemployment bene-
fits were arranged for affected em-
ployees.

Many employees have u,ed tht: pert-
od of one to elght week, to Bell their
hou- in Green Itland, look for reet-
dence, In thts area or help their tami-
lies move and adjust to their new envi-
ronment.

Colaner said the majority of
tranderee• were Dettling in Canton.
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