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Police ' pursuit' ends in death of boy, 14
Chase policies vary Van was stolen
By DIani Gale
staff writer

An officer signals a motorist to stop.
The driver speeds off instead and a
chase begins.

In a split second, patrol officers have
to decide how fast they should go, how
long they should pursue, if the violation
is serious and whether lives or property
will be endangered by the chase.

In a case last week, a 14-year-old
boy, being pursued by a Canton police
officer, died after the van he was driv-
ing failed to make a left turn and
slammed into a tree.

The officer was traveling "as high as
70 mph," said Canton Lt. Larry Stew-
art, acting police chief. The Canton po-
lice department is investigating to see
whether the officer followed depart-
mental procedures on pursuits.

"The preliminary investigation
shows that the police officer was in the
confines of the policy," Stewart said.
"At this point the indications are that
there were no violations."

be a blatant violation of the depart-
ment's policy, Stewart said.

The policy of the Wayne County
Sherriff's Department parallels Can-
ton's. When officers try to stop fleeing
vehicles they will "pursue in a reason-
able manner so that the lives of other
innocent citizens, the officer and prop-
erty shall not be endangered," said
Wayne County Sheriff Robert Ficano.

OFFICERS ARE directed to radio to
their commanding officer that a cham
could begin. The command officer, who
checks the demographics of the pro-
posed chase area, has the option of
stopping the chase at any time, Ficano
said.

"The officer on the road has the dis-

cretion at the start when they radio in,
but as an additional safeguard the com-
mand officer steps over to the dispatch
and makes his or her analysis on if it
should shut down," Ficano said.

Training officers how to respond in
various cases is critical in considering
the safety and reason for purl,Uit, he
said.
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By Dian/ Gal•
staff writer

A 14-yeardd Garden City boy died
Thursday from injuries sustained in the
crash of a van he allegedly stole from a
Canton residence. The van was being
pursued by officers from Canton and
Plymouth lownships.

According to Carlton police Lt. Larry
Stewart, Jairnes Griffin ran a stop sign
at Haggerty and Plymouth roads and
tried to make a left turn when he
slammed into a tree. Jaimes was un-

conscious and pinned inside the vehicle.
He was taken to St. Mary Hospital,
Livonia, where he died at 5:45 a.m.

Stewart said that Jaimes apparently
took the keys to a 1976 green Ford van
from the home of a friend living on
Hanover Court.

A Canton officer said he began fol-
lowing Jaimes at 3 a.m. when he saw
the van go around a railroad crossing
gate that was down at Joy Road west
of Haggerty. The officer said the van
was traveling erratically. He tried to
stop Jaimes, who was without a driv-

Arbor Road, Ann Arbor Trail and Hines
Drive during the two-mile chase. Since
the officer slowed down at the traffic
signals to "avoid running a red light
and causing an accident," Jaimes
gained a long lead, Stewart said.

The Canton officer was about three-
eighths of a mile behind Jaimes, said
Plymouth Township Police Chief Carl
Berry. A Plymouth Township officer
became involved in the pursuit at Ann
Arbor Trail and Haggerty roads.

The Plymouth Township officer saw
the Canton police car come to a stop
northbound on Haggerly at Hines
Drive, Berry said.

"THERE WAS a considerable dis-
tance between him and the van to the
point that when the Canton officer
came up the hill from Hines Drive on
Haggerty he no longer could see the
van," Stewart said.

The officer estimated his highest
traveling speed at 70 mph, Stewart
said. Estimating how fast Jaimes was
traveling would be too difficult, he add-
ed.

WHEN A MOTORIST refuses to "Many times in hindsight it's easy to
er's permit or license, Stewart said.

stop, the officer is allowed to pursue look back and say something should
The boy is survived by his parents,

the vehicle in "a fashion that is safe for have happened," Ficano said. "Ninety-
t:SILL t,Mt=bit,1/,laTI photographer JAIMES, WHO was alone, turned James and Tina Griffin, and grand-

the public and the officer," he said, nine percent of the time the police offi-
north on Haggerty, and it "appeared he parents. James and Mary Griffin. Fu-

"and in a nutshell that's the policy." cer makes the right decision and does Police pursued this Ford van. driven by a 14-year-old, until it was going to stop, and then he fled neral services were scheduled at 11

The speed, locaUon of the chase, the reasonable thing." slammed into a tree in Plymouth Township early Thursday. Jaimes north on Haggerty," Stewart said. a.m. Monday at L J. Griffin Funeral

traffic in the area and suspected viola- Michigan State Police officers follow Grilin of Garden City died in the Incident He allegedly ran red lights at Ann Home in Westiand

tion should be considered. Officers are a similar pursuit policy.
expected to use their discretion and Officers should consider the nature

evaluate each situation on its own mer- of the violation, presence of pedestri-
its. ans and traffic conditions, population

If an officer went "helter skelter" at
90 mph at 5 pin. on Ford Road it would Please turn to Page 3 Community fund kicks into drive
frorn our readers
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Decision k
To the editor:

First I would like to say I consid-
er myself an honest, law-abiding eit-
izen. I love my country and am
thankful for the freedoms and privi-
leges it promises to me.

I have lived in the city of Plym-
outh all my life and I love it here,
but there is something very wrong
with a system thal allows the kind
of nightmare that has happened to
one of Plymouth's residents.

The person I am talking about is
also an honest, patriotic person. His
name is Tony Henry and his night-
mare story appeared on the front

ind contain the signature and
; to 300 words.

as n't just
page of the Aug. 22, 1985, Plymouth
Observer edition.

I have hesitated writing to the Ob-
server regarding this "unbelievable
case" because I didn't want to say
or do anything to prejudice any
court proceedings that might have
been pending, and I suppose some-
what too, because I didn't want to
get "too involved."

I cannot hesitate any longer.
Tony Henry was indeed involved

in an accident in 1982 which since
has changed his life. But for some

Please turn to Page 4

By Gary M. Cates
staff writer

The Plymouth Community Fund held
its 1985 kick-off dinner last week, with
hopes of collecting some $385,000 for
charitable agencies.

Besides the record-high goal, the din-
ner also marked the first time a wom-
an has chaired Plymouth's United Way
drive.

The 1985 campaign is headed by
Kristene Rautio of First of America
Bank - Plymouth. Rautio served as
last year's vice chairperson and as
Huch, by tradition, became this year's
chair

"Money is not just given, it has to be
asked fu; and for this year's goal,
which is $385,000, that's an awful lot of
asking," Rautio told the more than 200
dinner guests assembled at the Plym-
outh Hilton Thursday night.

Rautio's comments followed the
presentation of proclamations from
Plymouth Mayor David Pugh and
Plymouth Township Supervisor Mau-
rice Breen Both have proclaimed Oe-
tober Plymouth Community Fund
month in their municipalities and

urged residents to support the
"worthwhile effort."

Plymouth and Plymouth Township
are the only two communities in metro-
politan Detroit which are not part of
the greater Detroit United Way.

In a fund pamphlet, the history and
purpose of the Plymouth Community
Fund United Way are outlined.

"Every community has human needs
which go beyond the reach of govern-
ment or private service groups.

"To reach out and serve those needs
in our community, the Plymouth Com-
munity Fund was established in 1944
In 1984 the words 'United Way' were
added to our name to endorse the unit-
ed way of giving," the pamphlet states.

TO STRESS the unity of the commu-
nity in giving and asking others to give,
a cross-section of residents are asked
to participate in the campaign.

RauUo used Thursday night's dinner
as a chance to introduce her workers
for the upcoming campaign.

Vice chairman is Duke Morrow from
Multi-Feed Inc. Morrow is a Plymouth
resident and lives on Applewood.

Co-chairpersons for education are

John Howe and Carol Rundio, both
from Fiegel Elementary School.

Chairwoman for clubs and founda-
tions is Mary Childs, a former Plym-
outh mayor and current City Commis-
sioner.

Chairman for professions is Russ
Hoisington from Finlan Insurance
Agency in Plymouth.

Co-chairwomen for government are
Esther Hulsing and Marie Morrow.
Hulsing is Plymouth Township Clerk
and Morrow also serves as administra-
tive assistant for the fund.

Chairman for business is Ed Schultz
of the Sutherland and Yoe accounting
firm. Chairwoman for residential is
Esther Powell.

GEMING THINGS off with a bang,
Rautio outlined several upcoming
events and accepted the fund's first
check for 1985.

In what has become an annual tradi-
tion, employees and union representa-
tives from the Ford Sheldon Plant pre-
sented a contribution.

This year, John Peterson and UAW

Please turn to Page 4 Kris Rautio

Springsteen fans sleep on sidewalk for tickets
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By Donnli Coffman
staff writer

"Plymouth Rock" took on a new
meaning Thunday, when hundreds of
rock fam lined up in front of Ticket
World to buy Uckets to a Sept. 4 Bruce
Springsteen concert to be held In the
Pontiac Stlverdome

trance and complained that police had
attempted to keep the line compacted.

Plymouth Fire Department rescue
units administered oxygen to several
people who were overcome with ex-
haustion.

ALTHOUGH MOST were from the
Plymouth and Canton area, Springs-

teen fans came from as lar away as
Ann Arbor, Dearborn and Detroit to
buy concert tickets.

Cheryl Henning of Canton, Debbie
Dergis of Canton and Diane Cog»dill of
Ann Arbor spent Wednesday night on a
Plymouth sidewalk

Please turn to Page 4

Many of the 400 or 80 people who
were itanding in line Thursday morn-  -
K:Va:,Az::% 12:1:7tm what's inside
Craig Videan, the operations manager
of Ticket World, 770 Pennimin, opened
the store at 10 am Brevltles 5A

At one point, the line stretched past Clubs In Action. . . . . . 6B
the Penn Theatre, in front of the First
Federal Saving» driveway and around

Excurslons ....... 8A

FYI......,.....5A
-a ..

.athe rear of the theater.
But according to leveral people who

were Ln line Thur*lay, police broke up
the single-file line about 8.30 a.m
Thunday, forcing wme who were at
the rear of the line to move ahead of
others, who had been in line all night
long.

Police apparently did not want the
line toblock the bank lane.

The line Thunday morning ran from
Ticket World, put the front of the
Penn ™ah Ind putne Gatherinl
on Pe-man Ave.

Many of the tick//#lics were
bunched up ne•r the ™k,t Wodd -Anxioue Sprk,ilion lins Irom - lar away a, Roch-tor will in line loroone- tiokit• d an

out'.In '4mouth.
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