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- Schools may seek bond issue in June

FUNDING SHELTER: The
Plymouth Kiwinls Club aod Kiwanis
Club ol Colocial Plymouth made a
joint pr-¤tatioa Wedne,day of
$5,000 to Plymouth Town:hip to
cover part of the *10,000 cost of the
shelter Bt Plymouth Tow=hip Park
Ann Artor Trall at Mcaumpha. The
township board initially paid for the
Ihelter and both Kiwanis clube agreed
to pay for the total cost over a four-
mr period. The check presentation
ceremony was held at the shelter.

KEEPING INDUSTRY: The
week of Jan. 20 was proclaimed this
week as "Industrial Week" by
Plymouth Mayor William Robinson
and Plymouth Township Supervisor
Maurice Breen. The proclamations
were approved by both governments
00 a way oirecognizing plans of a
task force togurvey manufacturing
industries in the City of Plymouth and
Plymouth Township in January.
primarily during the week of Jan. 20.
The major goal of the surveyisto
retain business and industry already
in the community by trying to
immprove communication between
Industry and the local governments
The survey ts being directed by a tank
force col-ting of the Plymouth
Community (»mber of Commerce,
City of Plymouth, Plymouth
To-hip and Michigan Bell. Task
force chairman ts Vic Wilkinson of
Howmet Corp„ Plymouth.

By Dennis Coffman
staff writer

The Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation Jan. 20 will continue to explore
the possibility of seeking voter approv-
al of a $16 million bond issue that
would be financed with an additional 2-

mill tax levy per $1,000 of assessed
valuation.

The amount of millage sought will
depend on the size of the bond issue and
the length of the term of the bond.

If approved by Plymouth and Canton

voters, the district's total millage, in-
cluding operating and debt retirement,
would amount to 39.5 mills. Currently,
the district's total millage stands at
37.5 mills.

At issue, is whether the influx of pop-
ulation in Plymouth Township and Can-
ton Township will cause an increase in
school enrollment. Such an increase
could mandate the construction of

schools at the elementary or middle
school level.

A June election date is likely, if the
board decides to go to the voters with

the bond issue and millage proposals.
A spokesman for the district said this

could be a good time to issue bonds be-
cause the district could borrow and pay
back at relatively favorable interest
rates - the lowest in seven years.

ACCORDING TO the Citizens Bond

Review Committee Report, the student
population will remain "relatively con-
stant" at about 15,000 students "for the
balance of the decade."

There are now 15,132 students en-
rolled in the district.

The bond committee has projected
an enrollment of 15,226 for the 1986-87
school year, 15,251 for '87-88; 15,124
for '88-89, 15,019 for '89-90, and 15,000
for 1990-91.

The report concludes that the district
now has an enrollment capacity of
about 15,200 students.

However, trend data supplied by the
Middle Cities Association has projected
a slight decline in overall student en-
rollment through 1990-91.

The data, based on residential build-
ing permits in Plymouth and Canton

t

t

and pupil "yield" statistics, projects an
em ollment decrease of 3.8 percent to
15.2 percent.

The bond committee, in its report is-
sued Dec. 16, stated that it was "skepti-
cal" about the Middle Cities projec-
tions. The committee said there were

"unique population factors which are
at work in the Plymouth-Canton com-
munity."

As a result, "the committee is skepti
cal of these projections and did not
think it prudent to use them for long
range planning purposes."

The bond committee chose to give
greater weight to data compiled by
American Honda Motor Company,
which forecasts a population increase
in Plymouth and Canton of 5.3 percent.

That's about 1,900 new households in
the school district.

"Many of these incremental house-
holds will have children. The commit-

tee has conservatively estimated that
the pupil yield from each new house-
hold will be approximately 0.4, which
would translate into 750 additional pu-
pils by the end of the decade."

THE COMMITTEE balanced the two

conflicting reports - one calling for a
slight enrollment decline and the other
calling for a moderate increase - and
concluded that overall student enroll-

ment will stay constant or increase
slightly through the rest of the decade.

The committee has projected a de-
cline in elementary enrollment, from
the present 7,143 to 6,929 from 1985 to
1991; a decline in middle school enroll-
ment from the present 4,256 to 3,522;
and an increase at the high schools
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BEAR GIFTS: pathent. to
Chndren's Holpital will be getting Man found
Emie,tra atillioili--1 104,
thanks to Doug'o Sta)8dad of
Plm=th and other Amoco Oil Co.
Certlcare dealin in the Ditroit *reu guilty in
Some 100 Certibears (little toy bears
that have becomathe Certicare kidnappingoymbol for thts year'iChristmas
1-00) have been donated tothe
hoepitalized children. Another 100 of
the little bean were donated toMott By Diane Gal•

Ho,pital to Am Arlior, ad SS,•ch to
eight ot- ormniatiol totributo

staff writer

totheekildr,"*VI'll.Weare
delltedto'*letomaketht•

James Stapley, charged with kidnap-
ping a child from Canton': Metjer

holide, 0,=0,1¥th ***tmr for Thrifty Acres in July, was found guilty

th- lognOS,10 0,14 Doug in Wayne Circuit Court Thursday.
8*'to,hol*inst*Uln
paruciplai Amoco•tati- inthe

"Two things happened in this case

Detroit area. ne bears 011 be lold to
that were very inspiring," said Canton
Police Lt. Alex Wilson. "The fact that

the palle upon req-t. the girl was recovered and unharmed is
the most important. And that we were

LASTING GIFTS: ™ring the
able to identify and convict someone.

hollday se-0 you can give the "Gift
"Maybe as a result of this he won't

of a Ufetimi" by following the- tip•
have an opportunity lo hurt someone
else."

provided by th*Plimoith/Canton A jury of eight women and four men
8.08-Ah,BITa,knreeandby found Stapley, 56 of Ann Arbor, guilty
the Michigan AM: of child kidnapping, which carries aA warm send-off for Santa maximum sentence of life in prison.

Ple- tumto hol 4 Wayne Circuit Judge Sharon Finch is

what'* Inside tak- off on hli annual journey Uvoughout the city on Chrletn- outh community loi • happy Ind 0- holiday ,-Ion.
Mrs. Clauo roadl- a cup of hot chocolate for Santa bilori hi Eve. Theitall of the Obierv,r extindi beit wish- to thi Plym- scheduled to sentence Stapley Jan. 15

A forensic examination, done before

a preliminary examination in 35th Dis-
trict Court, found that Stapley was

Group -..-1.1--11.- ---A --Al'...6. ...... --/
linmeq· pros and cons competent to stand trial.
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homes are placed, enforcing local
building and zoning codes, screening of
residents and operators, and monitor-
ing problems that may arise.

The state 14181ature pased Public
Act 218 in 1978, providing for licensing
of adult foster care facilities.

-THE IDEA WAS toget the mentally
ill out of institutions and mainstream

these individuals in a group home let-
ting, explained Maria Ward, director
of legislative Bervice, for the city of
Southfield and thepanel moderator.

James Quigley, director of the adult
foster care Ilcen•Ing divilion of the
Michigan Department of Social Ser-
vlce• (DSB, explained bow th b done

An adult folter care family home 11
a private relidence with 080 to IiI
adults in addluoo to the r-Idects of the
home who continue to 11¥e there; he
satd. "Mtchigan hu 1,041 adult foster
care family homes.

staff writer

In 1978 the state Lkgislature estab-
lished r,ulations for removing per-
sons who are mentally retarded or
mentally ill from state institutions and
placing them into adult foster care fa-
cilities in local communities.

Seven years later the concept of
group home placement ks still widely
misunderstood.

"MORALLY WE ARE all in favor of

group homes But we object to the dic-
tatorial policies of the state," said Ben
Marks, a Farmington Hills councilman.

Marks joined city officials from
Tecurnseh, Flint, Michigan's thumb
area and suburban councilmen and city
managen Tuesday at Livonia': Holt-
day Inn to study the foster care Ileen,-
ing inoe

Sponsored by the Michigan Munict-
pal I,eague and the Michigan Township
A-ociation, the forum highlighted
*peakers from the itate departient• 01
Social Service, and Meotai Health, law
enforcement oifieen and =ial work-
en, the operaton 01 De•Wal group
bomel and heighbon living 84- to
foller care facilittei

Communitt- with Ieveraf group
hom- in opention, and omecity *w-
E.12.142.trir f ree'T
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ties are being phased out.

"THE LARGEST majority we regu-
late are family homes for six or leSC
Quigley uid.

His division receives applications
from would-be group home operators
and decides whether to grant the appli-
cant a license to run the home. The
state Department of Mental Health is
involved in actual placement of ral-
dents, Quigley said.

'No one can operate an adult footer
care facility without a licenie from
UC Quigley Mid. 'Our responsibility 8
really quite narrow."

Applicants must di,cloie Informa-
tion on health and flnances. DSS checks
criminal history and pre•lous licensing
complalnts if the applicant operated or
worked in another group borne

Notice of applicatio• 11 •ent to the
local commmity. U th, propoled lite b

mmunpatily InUB 1!Uwy Ult; 3-M, EN
the application would be denied.

If DSS geta an original application
for a group home for seven or more
residents, the local community can ap-
prove or deny it

Clarifying @ portion of the act that
Quigley said is often misunderstood, he
told officials that local construction

codes can be applied to foster care fa-
cilitles as they would be to private resi-
dences.

A licensing consultant contracted by
the state hal inspection responsibillties
in addition to reviewing employee re-
cords and the propoled program for
the home. With that information, 11-
cense 13 issued or denied.

"WE HAVE 700 application, out
now," Quigley said. 'Less than 40 per-
cent will be Ucensed for varioul rea-

One of three types of licen- 11 i•
med: temporary, to a facility that has
not been licen,ed before and good for
lix months, provilional, limited to sk
monthi for a facility temporarily un-
able to conform to the act and appllca-
tion must agatn bemade; andaregular
Ucen,e, good for two years.

In accoldance with the act munict-
Dilitles have a right to file a complaint.
ba - 46 da, to in¥-tigate the

HOWEVER, HIS ATTORNEY,
Charles Campbell, argued that Stat
ley's condition had since detertorated

Campbell argued that Stapley wu
incompetent during the trial, Wilion
said. If It 13 found he wa, incompetent,
the conviction will be void.

Campbell wu unavailable for corn-
ment.

Stapley, who was jailed on a $50,000
cash bond, did not testify during the tri-
al.

Lella Warner, a 4-year-old Plymouth
girl, was abducted July 7 while Ibop
ping with her mother, Sonia Warner,
:t She told her daughter to walt near
the Barbie doll clothe• for "justa mi,-
ute."

When Warner returned, her daqhter
wn m ling.

A massive search, directed by Ca*. .
ton Police, wai conducted in the KI + -
and through the field around the 01@14
at Ford and Canton Center rold, ;

A YOUNG COUPLE fo-41,1|
about three hours later walkii,Ifilll
on theside of a road In Ikoni TV•hil
near Jacbo .}I

Ae :Irl told Cantoo Polled I

area.
g

Police 08,1, d--a
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