
Benefits, drawbacktof 0,rf, WLAA False alarms dismay

cosmetic surgery, 3C swim, 1 B township officials, 6A

lumoutb Ob*rber
Twenty-flve cents

Volume 101 Number 20 Monday, November 24,1986 Plymouth, Michigan 56 Pages

,•I•........04 ....illil •tle.a•€ Iri•-'I''ll %11 11,0,1, F./.i./.•

LIFT -40-- -y- -:4

..9"':..th.; 1%37*A
7

i t

Students score high
on assessment tests
Bv M.B. Dillon fourth and seventh graders scored in score of 76 to 77.7 this vear m math

Ban# ut Macke at Galaraci  siatf writer the top quartile than in 1985 Tenth-graders improved from 74.7

EXTRA MILER: Marilyn There was less than one percent- percent to 76 percent.

Students in Plymouth-Canton age point difference in the number In reading, the fourth-grade score

Community Schools generally are of 10th graders scoring in the top rose from 83.1 to 87 9 Seventh-gradeand Smith elementary,chools,
was receotly hooored by the improving in math and reading, ac- quartile in reading this year reading improved from 87 to 91 1

M,mouth.Cantoo Board of cording to this year's Michigan Edu- 'The nature of the test is to see The 10th grade reading score

cational Assessment Program test how kids perform at a particular dropped from 87.2 to 86.3 percentEducation by being•elected for
the Extra Miler award. results. point in time on a pre-established set

Barrick, a 25-year employee of Fourth and seventh graders scored of objectives determined by the state SCIENCE SCORES were 86.3 for

the district, hu beeo active on a higher in reading and math than did of Michigan," said Homes. fourth graders, 73.2 for seventh

number of diatrict committees their district counterparts last year. 'The test is designed to measure graders and 63.1 for 10th graders.

and has promoted several Tenth graders improved in math but whether kids have or don't have crit- "Based on only recently establish-
dropped a percentage point in read- ical skills our state has determined ed state objectives for science, it

projects such u Artrain. She was
cited for being innovative, for 1ng. they should have." was highly probable that many of

trying different ideaa and Pupils in other grades weren't the items tested were not going to be

method:, and for finding various tested. MEAP MATH tests measure the consistent with the design, organiza-

"We are really pleased to see our ability to add, subtract, multiply and tion or expectations of our goal-way: to display student artwork.
In making the pre-tation, kids continue to gain ground," said divide, and to apply those skills to based curriculum," said Homes.

Trustee Les Walker described her Dr. Michael Homes, Plymouth-Can- concepts such as decimals, fractions "Because of this, the performance

as "being positive and outgoing ton assistant superintendent for in- and whole numbers, said Homes. of Plymouth-Canton students was

with a wholesome outlook on life struetion. "In math, better than Reading portions of the test help not nearly as high as we have been

three of four have a good handle on determine students' command of vo- accustomed to in reading and mathe-
-one of the readons she isa

basic skills, and in reading eight, al- cabulary and comprehension skills. maties. This lower performance was
succes,ful art teacher."

most nine, of 10 kids. Our skill in New to MEAP tests this year was true statewide, in somi :lre.ix to a

WINNING
teaching continues to be very a science section. Dealing with phys- far greater degree than in Plym-

PERSPECTIVE: The CEP strong." ieal, earth and life sciences, the test outh-Canton."

Perspective, the,tudent '
measured pupils' skill at "applying

newspaper of Plymouth Canton
STATE RESULTS won't be avail- reasoning ability to solving prob- MEAP RESULTS are used by

and Plymouth Salem high
able for a month or two. But it ap- lems." said Homes. teachers to improve curricula and

schools, recently was awarded
pears that in districts neighboring In math, 89.7 percent of fourth

instruction methods.

At the elementary level, Plym-
the highest honor in its seven- BILL BRESLER/stal! pholographer Plymouth-Canton, scores are up graders mastered MEAP objectives.

year history by the Columbia
ove last year, reflecting a Michi- Mastery is defined as cornpleting outh-Canton has revamped ltS read-

Scholastic Pre- A-ociation by Dr. Michael Homes, assistant superintendent of instruction for gan-wide trend. two of three questions related to an
ing program and incorporated

receiving an overall medalist Plymouth-Canton Community Schools, says improved state In math, more fourth. seventh and objective. That score was up from
hands-on science activities. The dis-

rating u well U three All- tests and test esults reflect a nationwide mandate for im- 10th graders scored in the top quar- 87.2 percent last year.

Columbian awards for coverage provement in education.
tile than last year. In reading, more Seventh-graders improved from a Please turn to Page 4

writing and ed*Ung, and business.
Thet-14 I ve received a

total of 94*Out of a = Geake seeks ban on abortion funds1

to qualify u an All-Columbian a
publication must receive 95
percent of the possible points in
each individual category. The
awards placed the Perspective in
the top 4 percent of high school
newspapers in the country.

Among those responsible for
the success of last year's
Perspective are: Editor-in-Chief
Brian Crum; Copy/Consulting
Editor Gale Tang: Business
Editor Dawn Miller; Graphics
Editors Jennifer Bente and Niki
Waters; Photo Editors Laurel
Becker and Kelly Sauter; News
Editors Kate Downes and Angle
Schlagheck; Feature Editor Julie
Zasadny; Opinion and
Commentary Editors Soo Jin
Kwon and Karen Sendelbach;
Sports Editors John Flower and
Mike Zaretti, and Adviser Sue
Welker.

BIGGER GIFT: Dec 25
may be a ways off but the

Please tum to Page 4

what's inside

By M.B. Dillon
and Tim Richard
staff writers

Slate Sen R. Robert Geake. R-

Northville. says his critics are right
in contending that his plan to end
Medicaid-funded abortions carries a

hefty price tag.
"1'hat doesn't make it moral:v

right to abort babies," said Geak,
whose distnet meludes the cities 01
Ph·moutti ,·n.d I.'vania and the town-

ships of ('anton. Redford and Plym-
outh.

The Senate last week passed a
Ge,ike-sponsored resolution propos-
ing a constitutional amendment
barring state-funded abortions. If
the House agrees. the measure will
go on the ballot April 6. when many
cities hold elections

The Senate adopted Geake's reso-
lution 27-6, one vote more than the

necessary two-thirds.

; UE HOI.'SE, h,)v,·evt·i postponed
action until Dec 2.

Rep I.>'n Bankes. 8-Livont,1. said
48 of the 53 Republicans are ready
to put it on the ballot. But House
Speaker Gary Owen, I)-Ypsilanti,
"couldn't control his Democratic

caucus,"she added.

Owen and Gov. Jaine. 1. Blane-
hard t.ppose a ballot prop»,tion

The $5 nulhon ruit ut holding the
electic.p possit)]>· couid ' j< distributed
among Michigan cities where local
elections already are scheduled for
April, Geake said

State Sen. Joe Conroy. I)-Flint, has
said Geake's proposal fails to ad-
dress the financial burden the state

and poor families would face as the
birth rate climbed. according to re-
ports.

Doing away with Medicaid dbor-
lions would cost the state an extra
$23 million a year, Conroy said

GEAKE DOESNT totally agree
4 We're reviewing the figures now

Policy change

There certainly will be some cost in-
volved but only to the extent that
poor families continue to have ba-
bies," Geake said.

''Hopefully poor people would
have the same attitude as the rest of

the population - that they should
practice contraception rather than
continue to have more and more

pregnancies."
About 18,000 abortions are per-

formed at a cost of $6 million annu-
ally in Michigan.

Both "pro-life" and "pro-choice"
factions believe that even with a
Medicaid abortion ban, 75 to 80 per-
cent of abortions would continue be-

cause other funding sources would
be found.

Legislators have been unsuccess-
ful in seeking partial bans on Medic-
aid abortions. Their proposals have
addressed operating procedures, not
abortion aftercare.

GEAKE'S PLAN goes beyond
Medicaid abortions. It would ban all

publicly-funded abortions except in
cases where the mother's life is en-

dangered - applying to health in-
surance benefits for state, college.

school district and local govern-
mental dmployees as well as to wel-
fare recipients.

His proposal says that "no public
funds of this state shall be appropri-
ated or used directly or indirectly to
pay for all or part of the expenses of
performing or inducing an abortion,
unless the abortion is for the purpose
of saving the life of the mother."

Geake said his proposal is aimed
at breaking the impasse between the
last two governors, who vetoed Med-
icaid abortion bans, and the Legisla-
ture, which has voted for them at
least 13 times.

"What this boils down to is an an-

nual deadlock between the Legisla-
ture and the governor, which has
persisted through the Milliken years
and the Blanchard years," said
Geake. Geake sits on a six-member
Senate-House conference committee

that is meeting daily to resolve the
issue of abortion funding.

"The majority of legislators in
both houses have opposed spending
Medicaid money for abortion, while
the governors have favored it. This
year the governor vetoed the entire

Medicaid budget (because it banned
state-funded abortions)," Geake said.

"We're trying to resolve the issue
so we can get a Medicaid budget the
Legislature will vote for and the
governor will sign."

WHILE LEGISLATORS at first

were "very nelsative" about a consti-
tutional amendment, "we eventually
won them over through quiet diplo-
macy," the lawmaker said.

Geake said he's "sort of been pav-
ing the way" for a while now.

"I told the caucus (Republican
senators) at the beginning of the fall
session that we were going to have a
deadlock again. I proposed then that
we might have to go to the people to
resolve this."

It's too early to say how constitu-
ents are reacting, Geake said

"One problem with the proposal is
that both the Right-to-Life and pro-
choice backers are leery of a public
vote. Statewide polls have indicated
the majority of voters are pro-
choiee." said Geake. "So there's
clearly a risk for both sides.

Medicaid director Kevin Seitz was
unavailable for comment
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SPECIAL SECTION
N TODAY'S 5SUE

By Doug Funke
staff writer

Portable oxygen units will be al-
lowed in a Plymouth senior citizens
apartment building within 30 days.

But first, according to the Plym-
outh iIousing Commission, guide-
lines must be established to ensure

the saft·:., of both would-be users and
non-users who live in Tonquish Creek
Manor

Oxygen wah banned there two

-years ago after two residents in sep-
arate incidents were observed smok-

ing while using oxygen outside of
their apartments

A petition drive prompled housing
administrators and commt sioners

to re-examine the ban.

"We agreed to allow oxygen to
those who needed it but we've got 10
days to set up policies and proce
dures to allow thr utmost safety.
said Betty Andrews, vice president
of the housing commission.

"We have had a good bit of mate
rial to study. After being better in-
formed . . we unanimously decided
it would be a good thing for them"

HOUSING DIRECrOR Sharon

Thomas said her staff, Fire Chief Al

Matthews, City Attorney Ron I.owe
and housing commissioners will
work together to establish guide-
lines

"Oxygen will be allowed with re

strictions," Thomas Mid. ('And there
wil] be a document signed by tenants
so they do understand precautions
that need to be taken."

Monitoring individual units for
compliance to rules Is impossible,
she said. so all users would be ex-
pected to closely monitor them-
34€.1 ves

Thomas said she knows nt only one
person in the 108-unit building who
would use oxygen if it wen immedi-
ately available Hower.·r. she
concedes that other·,4 coult. 11'velop
the need m the future.

"What we'11 do is gather Informa-
tion we've secured ccm(·erning oxy-
gen and with that well put together
a policy. We're working for the safe-
ty of everyone " Thomas empha-
sized

SEVERAL PEOPLE *poke in M
vor of allowing oxygen at Ton(wish
Manor during last wrek'b housing
commisssion meeting

The commission ts experted to put
its stamp of approval on a new poli
cy at or before its next regularly
scheduled meeting I®(· 17

Oxygen, according to Matthews,
isn't flammable in itself but rn
hances combustion.

A survey by the ()bserver last
month revealed thal senior citizen
apartments in Livonia, West}and and
(;arden City allow oxygen to be used
by tenants

A

Staying warm
These sheep on a farm off Napier Road, wearing their winter coats,
trouble keeping warm during a surprise snowstorm last week.
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BILL BRESLFR/slal pholographer

apparently had no

.


