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HOW IMPROBABLE?:

A very unusual occurenee
happened recently at the home of
the Shaws in Plymouth. Betty and
Jim Shaw, Lillian and Bob Selke
of Redford were together for one
of their frequent encounters with
the pinochle cards.

Nobody thought much when
Jim Shaw dealt himself a run in
diamonds. But when Betty dealt
herself a run in diamnrwilis on the
very next hand there was some
chatting about the probability of
such a happening. The talk of

probability incrased notably after
Bob Selke dealt himself a run in

diamonds. Then Lillian Selke
dealt herself a run in diamonds
four consecutive runs in
diamonds by the dealer to
him(her)self, each time after the
cards were shuffled, cut, and
deait out three at a time.

"We had a real eerie feeling
when it happened the fourth time.
What's the probability of that
ever happening?," asked Betty.
Maybe there's a math student or
teacher in town who could figure
out the odds? (Not all the runs
contained nines).

SCHOLARS SOUGHT:
Just a reminder that Friday, Feb.
6, is the deadline for submitting
applications for the scholarships
offered by the Woman's Club of

- Plymouth.

Applications should be
returned to the office of the
Plymouth and Canton Observers
at 489 S. Main, Plymouth, or to
the student's guidance counselor
at the Centennial Educational
Park. The annual scholarship
program for local outstanding
high school seniors is sponsored
by the Woman's Club of Plymouth
with the support of the
Mayflower Hotel. The scholars
are honored later at the annual
Scholarship Bal] in the Meeting
House.

SEVENTH-GRADERS
in suspense about where'll they'll
attend high school can relax soon.
Students in the Plymouth-Canton
school district will be given their
assignments early this month,
said Dick Egli, community
relations director.

Assignment to either Plymouth
Salem or Plymouth Canton High
School at Centennial Educational
Park will be done using a random
process to balance school
population by "numbers, racial
make-upi talent and socio-
economic background,” Egli said.

POOR MAN'S
DINNER: A poor man's dinner
featuring beef stew, salad, bread,
dessert and beverage will be held
from 5-7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7, to
benefit the Holy Land Fund of St.
John Seminary in Plymouth
Township.

The meal will be served in the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 150
Fair at Mill, Plymouth. Donations
at the door will be $3.50 for
adults and $2 for children. The
Holy Land Fund is to help first
year seminary students spend an
academic term in the Holy Land.
Graduate courses in scripture and
spirituality are taught by St. John
faculty members and scholars
living in the area. The fund
covers room and board, field trips
and faculty expenses. Students
pay their own airfare and

i personal expense.

This is the third year the K of C
has sponsored the dinner - the
second time as a benefit for St.
John Seminary.

TOO TOUGH ? Plymouth-
Canton school trustees don't want
anyone getting the wrong idea
about the difficulty of the
diatrict's swimming classes. So
they changed a phrase in some
workshop minutes.

Trustee Marilyn Schwinn
suggested rewording the sentence
"The recommendation was made
that the proficiency test be given
in the summer, and that middle
schools be instructed to indicate
the opportunity to pass out of this
requirements. Fellow trustees
agreed that "test out” might
Bound better than "pass out."
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By Doug Funke
staff write,

Residential property assessments
in the city of Plymouth will rise 6
percent and in Plymouth Township
at least 31-4 percent across the board
this year.

That's good news and bad news for
property owners.

'The good side, of course, is peo-
ple generally have confidence in the
community and want to stay here,"”
said Kenneth Way, city of Plymouth

"I'he bad side is if tax rates re-

main the same, it costs us a few
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more dollars to live here ™

Maurice Breen, township supervi
sor, echoes those sentiments.

"As a homeowner, | like the fact |
live in a community with increasing
values because it means it has a
good reputation. But I'm not over-
joyed my property taxes keep going
up."”

NOTICES will be mailed to indi-
vidual property owners later this
month.

State law requires property to he
assessed at one half of fair market

value.

A 24-month sales study - April

through December of 1984, all of
1985 and .January through March of
1986 deterimne,1 reassessments in
the township and city

l.ast year, about 80 percent of tes
identia] properties in the township
were tagged with a 5 percent assess-
ment increase There was no general
increase in the city.

About nalf of the residential prop-
ertws in the township will experi-
ence an even greater increase than
the general 34 percent, Breen said.

Subdivisions with additional 5 per-
rent increases include LakePointe,
Robinson, Riverside, Tomlinson,
1'1>'mouth Estates and Bradbury

Dri,AHirm .

Sylvia Rozian will appear as the peddler woman in "Snow
White and the Seven Dwarls," a production of the Plymouth
branch of the American Association of University Women.
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By Diane Gale

staff writer

"l don't go into a place thinking
I'm going to die. If | got in that state
of mind | would get out.’

Mark, a Michigan State officer for
eight years, worked undercover on
drug cases in Detroit for one year
and last fall was assigned to the
newly formed Wayne County ]J)rug
Enforcement Team.

The unit covers Canton, Plymouth.
I'lymouth Township, Livonia, Gar
den City, Westland and other com-
munities west of Telegraph to Wash-
lenaw County and north to Oalland
County.

"There's been situations where
I've had guns put on me in Detroit,
but | don't like to talk about that br-
cause it makes you sound lik, a hpro
or a rowboy."

AFTER THE unit gets a s,-arch
warrant, a raid team usually In
cluding five or six officers m” kf.f
the arrests.

Mark talked about the “adrfnalin
rush” when they approach the house
and announce they're officers If
someone doesn't answer the rloot

they force tpeir waly in
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esWlack
v
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- —-—- officer carrying a shotjain

That officer is followed b>- a 'i-ov
er" and they go through rach r,H,m
ordering everyone to lir on the fluor
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District has plans
action, 18 for Geer School, 3A
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home values increase

Condominiums.

Subdivisions facing an additional 3
percent increase include Trailwood,
Beacon Estates, Quail Hallow and
Plymouth Hills.

IF NOT for the moderating effect
of using a 24-month sales study, as-
sessment increases would probably
approach 20 percent this year, said
John MeLenaghan, chief appraiser
for the private firm that handles as-
sessment matters for the township.

That's how well housing sales have
gone.

Exactly what impact Will assess-
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Plymouth, Michigan

Twenty-five cents

ment increases have on homeown-
ers?

The owner of a house with a mar-
ket value of $80,000 in the city now
pays property taxes of $2,792

Assuming no change in tax rates
and discounting income tax ramifi-
cations, the same property would
generate $2,959 - attributed direct-
ly to a 6 percent assessment in-
crease.

In the township, a house with a
market value of $80,000 now gen-
erates $2,273 in property tax reve-
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school
funding
on tap

. By M.B. Dillon

staff writer

As if our weather forecasts aren't
bleak enough, Michigan's education-
al almanae also is predicting gloomy
days ahead, according to John
Hoben, superintendent of Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools.

Hoben spoke Monday about the

f message Gov. James Blanchard will
defiver,in,his, State of e Jtate ad:

¢ law enforcement - bad news for
O schools.

s

1442¢rr.0,)42.1,7.,4

Public performances of the play are scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

"The buzzwords in Lansing are
that for the past four years. educa-
tion has been on the front burner,
and social services on the back burn-
er. That will be reversed, It doesn't
look good in the ensuing years for
education,” Hoben said at Monday

night's school board meeting.

HOBEN POINTED to several tell-

1 ing indicators.

RICK SMITH/staff pholographef

4 Early estimates are that school

districts should not expect more

2 than a 3.5 percent increase in state

Feb. 12-13 and 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Feb. 14. For the otory, 3 aid, Hoben said.
see today's Suburban Life section. '

Undercovier
Drug ageirit catches 'those thEjt you can'

"You don't go through life thinking

about death constantly or you'll drive

yourself insane.’

The back op 01 jiters handcuff the
hil#pt' (1S

Mark pauw: and says, "It's a real
rtish fi,iling :trid a little scary.”

Even though he hates the "John
W,10'ne nnage" some people link to
the job. Mark says he's aware of the
d.inger>- of w,liking into a drug deal
and not knowing what's going to ham

D111

IF 111('S going to avoid burn-out.

M.-0 k 4,1 B hr huts If} | i mit the stress

You dor't go through life thinking
abuil drath constantly or you'll
ilin-e vour=>wif insane "

Mark links like a lot of guys he
de.-: 14 wilh on the stri,ets with his
shoulder li-tigth lan- and day's
growth of whiskers But his confi-
flent 111.innerthms. quirk smile and
ri,ferrm-,a to his wife and child
make .1 11!, istically different picture
i,filic- Tii,ni lie i. uwav from work

| in wetty low kev | don't let too
11111(1111<)111,er Uite
1 g. it, work eight hours a day

,1,1,1 when 1 1,-.ivr If It's at al[ pos-

- undercover cfficer

drug enforcement team

sihle - | try to leave w'ork at work.
| won't devote 110 pe reent of my
identity or Illl lose the rest of my
identity. | give it all | can but I'm a
father and a husband, to,D-"

At 32 Mark is softspoken when he
explains the impact 1 aw enforce-
ment will have on drug traffic.

"We're not going to stiop drug traf-
fic - if the federal government
can't stop it the state ani3 local agen-
cics aren't going to stop it- You take
what you can and stop tl-iose that you
can In all honesty we aren't having
mitch of an impact on ;stopping co-
caine traffic.”

Working undercover can be less
dangerous than being on patrol, says
Mark, which is not his real name.
Undercover officers wh O ""do their
homework” know more about what
they ran expect than ai2 officer on
the street who "stops an old lady for
a traffic' ticket and has i gun pulled

on him."

WITHOUT THE uniftirm, under-

cover officers lose the fC.e"ng of au
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thority

"You're not a police officer for all
practical purposes. You have to be-
come someone that you aren't.”

When he deals with street people
his language and attitudes have to be
rough, and when he's dealing with
business people his mannerisms are
upgraded.

"There's excitement in police
work in general. There's a certain
part of you that likes the excite-
ment.

Working as an undercover officer
is "constantly challenging you as an
individual and you have to react and
respond in different situations. Most
undercover officers are confident,
strong-willed people. Most can make
decisions, have their own Ideas and
have confidence in their own abili-
ty."

They depend largely on inform.
ants They "flip" mainly for the
money police give them for tips, to
have charges reduced or for re-
venge.

There's always a chance an in-
formant is setting the officer up but
irs unlikely, Mark says, because
they know there's a back-up crew
waiting outside.

"You know what's going on initial-
ly and your own intelligence and
ability to talk will determine the out.
comr You have to have the gift of
talk and you have to have the intelli-
genre of mind when you're scared.
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