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Assessments to rise 12 to 13 percent
By Doug Funke
' lf' r:*rf

Re«entld| propert,· as,64·unwnts thts
·· e &42!; increase an dverage 01 13 percent

f .,·:,on and I'l>·mouth townships and 12
; • ' in :ht· i tty ul I'lyniouth. according

fifi,ir, pr,-ded to local officials by
'.4 ,. ri•· ('c,unt¥

\va·»ments. required by state law to re
f., c t h,l f *,f fair market value. are deter

uried h·, home Nales studies ,
1 prept·rt>·1 asseisment i: the base on

A : D h t.ix rati·.1 are applied to (·unipute tax·
,·- !1.0

\ i ..t· in .i,Nessments dnesn't automati

..; :Ault ln a tax Increase

1 !.•· *ate constitution requires a rollback

of ta, rat€, to offset an> revenue that arts
n strictl> from an Increase in the value of
ert.ting properties

Taxing authorities may Lake additional
revenue up to the Inflation rate with a pub-
llc hearing and formal vote of the governing
board. commission or council

A special election is necessary to capture
revenue In excess of inflation

PLYMOLTH TOWNSHIP Supervisor
Maurice Breen said he expects the township
board later this year will roll back the
township's millage to totally offset the rise
in property values

Canton Supervisor James Poole also pre-
dicted a millage rollback there this fall

The Plymouth-Canton school district has

reserved March 22 for a spectal election re-
lating to school finances

Henry Graper. city manager in Plym-
outh, projected that the city commission
will at the very least accept an increase In
revenue up to the rate of inflation

I-m sure we'11 go to a truth-in-taxation
hearing." Graper said

Wayne County last year took that strate-
gy

Not every residential property in Plym-
outh or Canton township will necessarily in-
crease in value by 12 or 13 percent Some
may rise more, some less.

We're waiting for the sales study to
come off the domputer so we can analyze it
on a subdivision by subdivision basis," said
John McLenaghan, an appraiser for a pri-

vate firm that does work on a contract basis
for both lownships

MOST HOME improvements will result
In assessment increases in and of them-
selves regardless of market trends

Notices will be mailed in late February
to the owners of all properties whose as-
sessmments will change Those who believe
assessments are incorrect can appeal to 10-
cal boards of review in March.

Home sales from April 1985 through
March 1987 were used to adjust assess-
ments. said George MeEachran, equaliza.
tion director for the county That involved
2,048 sales in Canton. 938 in Plymouth
Township and 443 in the city

There's more w rising assessments than
bad tai consequences

Vt tells you you're going to get a return
on investment - and a house is the largest
investment for most people faster than
the rate of inflation," McEachran said

Assessments on industrial and commer-

dat properly in Plymouth Township are ex-
pected to rise on average by 134 and 5 4
percent. respectively

Assessments on commercial property in
the city should rise on average 164 per-
cent.

No general assessment increases are ex-
pected on industrial or commercial proper-
ty in Canton or on industrial property in the
city of Plymouth
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Voters may be
asked to OK

h ike i n taxes

-        -i.. . .

Thousands of spectators poured into downtown Plymouth
Saturday for the Plymouth Ici Sculpture Spectacular, al limn
backing up traffic at both I-275/Ann Arbor Roid and M-14/
Sheldon Road exprouways. Crowds lino up horl to v»w thi

..1

BILL BRESLER/stal photogripher

'culptures along )#ain Str-t. For more plctur- 0,1 thi ki
festival, and for the list of winners in the Itudent competiton,
.i Page 3A of today'• edition.

By Doug Funke
staff writer

Plymouth voters this year may be
asked by the city commt=ion to OK
higher property taxes in one form or
another to build a dwindling reserve
fund account, according to city man-
ager Henry Graper.

Supervi;or Maurice Breen said he
doesn't expect to recommend a big-
ger tax bite on Plymouth Township
property owners for municipal ser-
vices

Graper and Breen, appointed and
elected, respectively, as chief execu-
Uve officers of their communities,
last week looked at the year ahead
during separate interviews with the
Observer.

TlIE CITY'S surplus fund. which
can be compared to a personal sav-
ings account, now stands at about
$100,000, Graper said.

That figure, considering a general
fund budget of $5.1 million, is well
below a safety net of 10 percent ree-
ommended by some accountants.

Sharply rising property values
may be part of the solution. But any
strategy. Graper emphasized, will be
determined by the city commission.

Voters may be asked to give per-
mission to capture all revenue re-
sulting from rising property axes,
ments.

M.ur- Breen Hwy Graper

Another option, Graper suggested,
is to ask voters to approve a special
millage for police and fire opera-
lions, reduce the current general op-
erating levy by that amount and then
capture all revenue resulting from
property value increases.

Then, again, the commission may
choose not to accept av inflationary
increase.

BREEN, WHO presi€les over the
township which has more growth
than the city and a heallhier reserve
fund, said he doesn't see a need to
tap taxpayers for more revenue - - --
now.

"Well-colitinue on the same
course."

As they do, township officials --

Please turn fo-Page 2 -

Witches and devils? Ann Arbor Road

CBE members raise more objections to school films can be hazardous
By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

Hign school government students
on a field trip at Monday's Plym-
outh-Canton Board of EducaUon

mav have been expecting a snoozer.
Chances are they didn't even get 40
winks

Instead, they heard parents lam-
baste trustees for allowing teachers
to show movies dealing with witch-
craft and Satanism.

At Issue are "Winnie the Witch,"
an animated cartoon filmstrip, and

the movie "What Friends Are For."

Shown to kindergartnen and first
graders, "Winnie the Witch" is set in
medieval times. It deals with a Lord

Mayor who is incapable of running
his town. The Inept mayor Is bailed
out by a witch who casts spells, con-
jures the dead and enlists the help of
a black cal named Lucifer.

"What Friends Are For," Bhown to

middle school students studying di-
vorce, involvel two girls whose par-
ents have sepalkated. One attempts to
make her dad's new wife disappear
using witcheraft

Most speakers at the meeting
were members of Citizens for Better

EducaUon, which is appealing the
administration's decision to permit
the teaching materials.

School board president David Art-
ley said the board will decide the ap-
peal within 30 days.

DIANE DASKALAKIS, who orga-
nized CBE. objects to material in
both movies.

"Winnie the Witch" teaches chil-

dren to espouse witchcraft, said
Daskalakis. "What Friends Are

For." under the pretext of helping
children deal with divorce, embrace
Satanism and the occult, she said.

"I'm begging you to stop this non-
sense," said Daskalakis, who said she
believes the films are contrary to
the Bible's teaching» and represent a
violauon of First Amendment right,

Since founding CBE lant year,
Daskalakis has petitioned state legis-
lators, given presentations at
churches and conferences and con-
ducted numerous interview:

Please turn to Page 2

By M.B. Dillon
staN writer

A recently completed study con-
firms what area officials and rest-
dents have believed for »me time:
it's hazardous to trihka Ann Arbor
Road, and major changes are needed
to correct the Situation.

In 1987, 554 accidents took place
on Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth
Township. Wayne County Sheriff Lt.
Robert McGraw predicts 1988 totals
will be higher.

THE FOLLOWING are knprove-
ments recommended by Rod Arroyo,
senior associate with Barton-Asch-
man. Associates Inc., the Southfield

consultant hired by Plymouth Town-
ship to do UR 08,700 study-

• The addition of an extra lane

or a loop ramp to accommodate
traffic exiting southbound I-275 and
turning onto Ann Arbor Road.

• Installing a left turn indicator
for driver, on westbound Ann Arbor

Please turn to Page 2

what's inside New hearing set in Hulbert death
Brevlties . ... . ...4A

Business. .......1C

Classified . Sections C,E,F
Coolin atm •u to decide whether •tatement,

Rulings in case the youths gave to police are admlible. The body of tho Canton
Index. . . . . . . . .lF Tbe boys were ordered to stand trial u adults Township girl wal found Jan. 7,
Auto ..... . . . 12C by Walhtenaw Probite Judge Judith Wood after a
Real estate......2E delayed by judge 17-week evidentiary hearing In juvenile court. 1907, In a Superior Township

Employment . . . . .1F Therve been held without hood in Walht-w #04
Creative living . . . . . lE County Jail lince J-.
Crossword. . . . .. .BE ...Deon .,1 4 - Circuit court trial: werischeduled for October, According to juvenile court te,Umony, the

.taff writer but Ittook loIr than Ixpided for 0,0# pe,0 of yo,tli blamed ejh other for the 14-old'I
Entertainment . .....5C
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juve- court t-timoay to be tr-crlbed dith. Humelt, who attended St#-00 J=lor

Opinion.......12A
A hearing itwolviV two youtcharied with Trw dat- •re- for M. 12 for Stamper and 11* m W..tland, thol,ht *e wal p.put by

open murder in tle stall», of Mary A- Hulbert Mara 7 for Maaicit Not guilty pl- h- b- - 01 th boya She wi taken by Machic•k and
Sports. ...... .10 01 Cantoe Tow!-p - b- r-hed•led foe - Int.d for boti Stamplr toaneld whire the boyl intioded to
Suburban life . . . .18 Wedne,day, Jan. 10 Stamper aad Machicek veri ll at th Um• oi dioot dihilato theatr, scaring Hillerte•ough to
NEW'UNE ...42700 W.htena• arcult Judge Heary Coollo wa, 01- Hilbirrs miuder in D-m- 1911. lid... m.earrla.

ORTIUNE . .1-2112 pected to dicide Monday whet- Itiv- Stamp H=ton foomd Hulblm body In a 1,tor Al *IM :lowed Hilbort wi not Ingmant
SPECIAL SECTION and aditop- Mackieek, both 17-year•oW YPI|. Tow-p fleld J- 7. 1007. *dial • Ii•reh th•,Th• abo lowd tli tio-01 -1 Ill
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DELIVERY....1-*10 IN TODAY'S ISSUE la,iu Tow=Wp riddiat lild be trd I hip. Dic 10 di th, 0•ve,th Bler 1U,d to b, a 1,9¢Ir,d h•r hIrt. H,lbirt wal
adultl. retin lorna lot - Uma
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