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ruptures

A ruptured pipeline that prompted
a gas spill in Plymouth Township
kept repair crew» working through-
out the day Saturday, but township
pohee said the incident posed 00 hai-
ards.

The leak in a Buckeye Pipeline Co
line near Haggerty Road and School-
craft occurred about 11+15 a.m. Fri-
day, prompting citizen complaints
about a strong odor and bluish liquid
in a drain near the intersection. The
pipeline was shut down about 8 p.m.
Friday for repairs that were contin-
uing Saturday.

Officials from the Department of

Natural Resources, Wayne County

and the Marine Environmental

Agency investigated the incident
and authorities remained on the
scene to prevent the spill from en-
tering the Rouge River.

The pipeline wa expected to be
repaired late Saturday.
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Bing honored

Lowell Middle School health and

physical education teacher

Geraldine Bing was named the
school district's "Extra Miler"” last

week.

With the district since 1981,
Bing was described by Trustee
David Artley as a "caring and
sensitive person who consistently
strives for excellence in teaching.

"Becaule Shes very sharing
about what she does, but very
private about doing it, we
probably don't know all the things
she does to help others.
Nevertheless, we appreciate the
results which they prod uce.”

Bing received a framed
certificate, a Flag of Learning and
Liberty pin and a dining

certificate for two from the

Mayflower Hotel.

Tree spraying

The Plymouth Department of
Public Works will begin spraying
all city elm trees April 9.

Homeowners are asked to keep
their vehicles off the streets for at ,
least a two-week period. The city
will spray 4-9 a.m each weekday
until completed.
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Several

peopl e

question move

to level houses

By M.B. Dillon

staff writer

The wisdom of a school district
plan to demolish two homes on Ann
Arbor Trail to make room for park-
ing is betng questioned by several
people interested in buying and mov-
ing the vacant turn-of-the-century
houses.

The homes, both in poor condition,
are to be removed to make room for
parking to accommodate an expand-
ed board office. A $925,000 addition
for the building at 454 S Harvey re-
cently was approved by the school
board.

The ditrict solicited bids, requir-
ing parties interested in buying and
moving the homes to pay all costs

and complete the job in 45 days.

bids have been

No formal
received, and school officials now
are seeking demolition estimates.

Plymouth Township resident Mar-

Drill team

appearsin

comrnercial

/A4-nerown
staff writer

Here they come just a shu,fflin’
down the street.

Suits and ties and wing tips on
thetrfeet

Toting those briefcases -
watch them make'em spin.

Just a-carrving on, in a com-
merctal that they're :n.

They are the Fred Hill Haberdash-
er Precision Brief Case Drill Team,
formed in 1985.

Since then, the "lean, mean, prect-
sion drill team,"” as "general” Hill
calls them, have wowed parade
crowds in Plymouth, Detroit and
other cities

And now, they're appearing in a
commercial for an Ann Arbor bro-
kerage firm, which has been appear-
ing on Channel 2.

‘We've had dozens and dozens of

calls on it,"” Hill said
While Hill calls the drill team Y

antics "a lot of silliness,” the fee
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vin Rot)ertimn, who's moved houses
in the past, said, "if the district has
good business sense, they should pay
us to remove the houses instead of
paying someone to demolish them.
After all, these people are paid to
spend money wisely " The district
would uve money that way, he said

"The dump fees alone are astro-
nomical. Say they get an estimate
for $8,000 or $10,000. If they give me
15,000. | will remove it for them and
they won't have to worry about it.
I'm going to make them an offer."

Jamie Flora, a Plymouth manu-
facturer'a representative who's res-
toring an 1846-vintage home in Can-
ton, also is interested in the houses.

1 don't know what it would cost to
tear them down, but why not take
that money - if the schools are real-
ly interested in historic preservation
- and donate it" to someone who'd
move them, Flora asked.

"They could be nice houses.
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The Plymouth-Canton schools plan to demolish these two homes

Tbey're very much in need of love.

There's really nothing there other
than the basic framework and histo-

ry
Flora said his intent "would be to

put together a little group of turn-of-
the-century homes" on a parcel he
owns at the corner of Warren and
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Tom and Janet Latka would like to see a fountain in Plym-
outh's Kellogg Park like the Tiedman Fountain in Savan-
nah, Ga.,that they photographed.

Contest
entries

trickle In

KEL.FL%C_B__C/:‘-)
RUNTAIN
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And the Observer last week asked

There' still time to enter the employees or owners of some bush

fountain contest; see form,

from the 1980 movie "Stripes," star- 4A

ring Bill Murray. In "Stripes,"” a
group of unsupervied rag-tag sol-
diers create their own drill routines,
based on rock sonp like "Do-Wah
Diddy-Diddy."

"l said 'That's it," I've got to do
that,” Hill sald

He put a Bign up In theitore read- in

ing, "General Hill ks looking for a
few good men," and started getting a
few Inqulries

By K ovin Brown
staff writer

So far, ideas for chanege_s to the renovation wise _
trickling tebellum ornateness while the addl-

Kellogg Park fountain ar

merits to the fountain

Please turn to Page 2 ,

R . Uagn o
Five area residents have enared modem

our Kellogg Fountain contest, by
submitting suggestions for improve-

nesses bordering the park for their
suggestions.

But firvt the contest entrants Mr
and Mn. Thomas Latka of Plymouth
sent photos of the Tiedman fountain
in Savannah, Ga

"Originally built in 1858, a recent
retameél Its an-

f a (brick) foot path give it a
ay touch ™

"Each brick contains the name of

Please turn to Page 4

Firm drops film in wake of boy's hanging

ly Mary Wuhko

staff writer

Responding to concerns that the
film may hive led to Stephen Nale-
pa's Saturday, March 24, hanging,
the Encyclopaedia Britannica Edu-
cattonal Corp. in Chicago has with-
drawn "Nobod» Useless" from
the market.

A spokeswoman for the company
maid Friday the film wu taken off
the market in rapo,- to calls
about the Nalepan' concer- that
the film should not have been
shown to lecond-grade children
Larry Nalepa said the family did
not contact the company

"l think (withdrawing the mle)
wu the appropriate thing to do,"
maid Larrl- Nafept "I womte thu,k
ane:pla,attomb in order. 00 4
M wal shown to,econd-paden™

I think (withdrawing the film) wai the
appropriate thing to do. 1 would think
an explahation li In order as to why it
was shown to second-graders.’

Staff member; at Gallimore Ele-

mentary School told the family the
mo- lunot previeved and they
did not know that two suicide at-
tempt 10-0 -re kn the movie

s€ i for fourth

,.le Nalepe held a
prell omlifoo in th- Canton

borne#-MIA, andlee-d o

the IllmMm'™* two luteld, 1010. U

- Larry Nalepa

motlvating facton of their lon'e
death.

Eight-year-old Stephen NateDe
wn fomd by his 10.*44
brothir J-a lith a belt *Nood
/.ck and./74 froull
per level of thi bofe bunkbed

1-than threeho-after Nat,
» wu found dead, Mymouth-81-
tem High School ,ophomore Doug-

Plee, turn to Peee 3
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Morton-Taylor in Canton
Flora is besitant to pursue the
idea, though.

It comes clown to a matter of

time and funding. | have so many
things going | just don't have time to
mess with it. But an 1890 home -

BILL 8 RES L E A, glaM photographer

I'm stupid enough to spend money on
stuff like that

KEVIN OKEEFE of Plymouth, a
tuilder who's renovated local prop-
erties, toured the homes and consid-

Please turn to Page 2

Board n BJ ects

3rd j udgieship

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

That third judgeship won't be add-
ed this year to 35th District Court -
but it could be added in two years.

'There's no great pressure on the
docket at this time," said township
Supervisor Maurice Breen, who
heads a court advisory board.

The board Last week resolved that
"the third judgeship and remodeling
will be put on hold . . pending a re-
port from the court administrator on
statistics such as easeload increas-
es "

The five communities served by
the 35th District Court - Plymouth,
Plymouth Township, Canton, North-
ville and Northville Township - all
send representatives to the board.

Those representatives voted 4-1
against creating the Judgeship now,
with Canton's representative, Super-
visor Tom Yack, voting against de-
laying the judgeship.

'We were looking at
$80,000 to $100,000 and

maybe more that

wasn't going to come
back to us.' if the

judgeship was created.

- Ron Lowe

city attorney

'l always got the distinct impres-
sion that we were doing everything
in a logical fashion that would lead
to the creation of a third judgeship,"
he said.

Top among concerns of those vot-
Ing against the judgeship were costs
to the communities to add improve-
ments to the court, and whether a

Please turn to Page 3

Attorney reactions
to judgeship vary

Local attorney: who considered sion. | cannot be dissapointed in the
running this year for the third judge- action they've taken

ship had varying reactions to the

"l said if it's in '9Q0 I'll run, and tf

likely two-year delay to create that it'g in '92 I'll run,"” Lowe said.

seat

Last fall, Lowe said, "I believe I'm

Ron Lowe, Plymouth city attor- well qualified and capable of doing
ney, was directed to vote to delay the job "

creadon of the judgeship, for which
he planned to run.
"l think they've (Plymouth city

i commissioners) made a proper decl-

BRUCE PAIrfERSON, Plymouth

Pie- tum to Page 3
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