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Splashy Road survey
ideas for maps out
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- Road Improvements
in Plymouth Township
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By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Well folks, your ideas on what to
do wiLh the Kellogg Park fountain
began to pour in last week.

One reader suggests a bigger
fountain. Another suggests ao
American colonial theme.

Yet another reader suggests a
pyramid-like structure in the cen-
ter, while another suggests return-
ing a statue that once stood there
to the park.

And Connie Adams of Plymouth
sent a four-page letter detailing
suggestions, accompanied by pho-
toi of fountains and a drawing of
'an improved fountain by her son
Ross, 9

"I have thought many Umes how
I would like to change the fountain
and the park," she wrote.

Her suggestions include a brick
facade for the fountain and tile on

the inside with initials correspond-
ing to north, south, east and west
"for decoration and to help give di-
rection to people visiting the city."

She also suggests a theme per-
taining to children, "used very of-
ten in tur.rof-the-century foun-
tains," cast iron and wood park
benches of Victorian design, and a
flower garden surrounding the
fountain.

Adams also suggests a bandstand
and wrought-iron tree guards. To
pay for it all, she suggested setting
up a park and fountain fund with
brass plaques placed on larger do-
nated items.
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Get your two cents in;
there's still time to enter

the fountain contest. See

form, 4A

Looking for inspiration?
See contest responses, BA

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

The first ever review of road con-

ditions in Plymouth Township shows
roads are generally in good shape,
and most major roads are wide
enough to handle traffic.

As part of the study, township en-
gineer Paul Jones has put together a
map of township roads detailing
where repairs are needed.

The study, to be presented to the
township board of trustees Tuesday,
also shows that Haggerty Road at
Ann Arbor Road handles 16,000 cars
per day, indicating widening would
help traffic flow.

ALL TOWNSHIP roads except
private roads are maintained by the
county, which claims limited money
to pay for road repairs,

"We can't do a thing without their
permission," Jones said.

The study details what could be
done to improve roads, if the town-
ship had an unlimited budget, said
James Anulewicz, municipal ser-
vices director.

"Once we arrive at that final list

of improvements the board would
have an opportunity to study it in de-
tail," Anulewicz said.

Costs will likely be assigned to
various repairs, and then trustees
"would want some time to take a

look at it - get some general atti-
tudes from the general public," he
said, on what repairs residents
would be willing to fund - if resi-
dents tax money was needed.

Some road repairs planned for this
summer are paid for in part by as-
sessing residents whose property
faces a road needing repair.

Township officials say that be-
cause the county Isn't maintaining
roads as well as it should, the town-
ship could consider spending its own
money on repairs.

SOME ROAD improvements are
planned and contracted for this sum-
mer. They include:

• The county-paid paving of 9,600
feet of Beck from Joy to North Ter-
ritorial.
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Road improvement
area in retabon to

Connie Adams of Plymouth shows her son's
sketch of a revamped Kellogg Park fountain
and her mounted photos of other fountains.
She was one of several residi

"Many civic clubs could do a
wonderful job of raising money,"
she said.

"The fountain should be bigger,
or the fountain should be divided so

a bridge can be made in the middle
and the water shoots over the

bridge," wrote Robert Modras of

test.

ts sending

Plymouth, with help from wife Cin-
dy and children Mike and Allison.

"Colorful lights could be plain,
or the fancier laser lights would be
better," the family wrote. "Since
our assessments went up so much,
it would be no problem to fund it,
rather than letting the big politicos

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

what to do with the fountain,

Kellogg Park lountain con-

have it," they continued.
Calvin Mason of Plymouth sug-

gested placing "a little flfer figure
in colonial uniform, tri-corner hat,

etc., as the center piece" in the
"drum-shaped fountain."

Please turn to Page 4
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• The paving of 2,600 feet of Joy
from Beck to McClumpha, also paid
for by the county.

• The paving of McClumpha
from Rockledge to north of Ann Ar-
bor Road, paid by assessing home-
owners.

• Repairs of sections of five resi-
dential streel.3 - Green Valley,
Talltree Drive, Appletree, Trailwood
and Spicer - paid for by the county.

Jones' wish list of street repairs
include repairs needed in some older
township subdivisions, including
Beacon Hill just west of Plymouth
and Lakepoint in north central
Plymouth Township. The roads were
built in the mid '603, Jones said.

Roads in several township subdivi-
sions have been identified as needing
asphalt sealing.

The township board meeting is
scheduled for 7:30 pm at the board
office, 42350 Ann Arbor Road.

- City tallies costs, sets goals as budget talks begin
-plymouth-

Here's the beef

When school board members

asked their guests - Cub Scout
Pack 293 Den 2 from Bird School

- whether they had any questions,
scout Theron Stinar, 10, threw
them a curve ball.

Stinar had a question about
school menus. "They have a lot of
ctiolces of things to eat in the
higher grades and we don't. It
seems like it's not fair," said
Theron.

Board members referred the

question to Ray Hoedel, -ociate
*perintendent for bualness, who
nid he'd have to research the

By K,vin Brown
staff writer

How to best spend Plymouth resi-
dents' taI money is the concern to-
night of city commissionerv who
convene their first 1990-91 budget
study meeUng.

Commissioners are scheduled to

begin grappling with costs rising
higher than increases in taxes the
city is able to keep, to pay for wages
and services.

The study session is scheduled for
7:30-10:30 p.m. at Plymouth City
Hall, 201 S. Main.
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THE HEADLEE tax limitation un-

der state law will likely trim the
millage rate levied by the city from
13.39 mills to "the low 12'9 Borne-

where," finance director William
Graham said. Headlee legislation
limits tax increases to the cost of liv-

ing
Projected city revenues for 1989-

90 are $6,072,028. Projected reve-
nues for 1990-91 are 15,888,840,
Graham said.

The tax limitation provision limits
unvoted tax increases to the rate of

inflation plus taxes on new construe-
tion. Anything greater requires a
vote of the public. That provision

Quick,Easy
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"puts us in a difficult position be-
cause we don't have the new growth"
to increase tax income faster than

the rate of inflation, Graham said.

Meanwhile, vendors who provide
goods and services to the city raise
prices to compensate for inflaUon,
and then some.

"We have to be better money man-
agers. You've got to begin critiquing
every little thing you're doing, every
level of service you provide,"
Graham said.

ONE WAY for the city to save
money is to schedule maintenance
for sewers, the city parking deck and

other facilities over a perloa or time,
"so we don't end up with spending a
half-million Cdollars) of work on
something because you're afraid it'a
going to fall down," Graham said.

"You have to get out of the
mindset of 'that's the way we've at-
ways done it,0 " he said.

"The main concern of course is

eliminating the deficit (now around
$115,000) from next year's budget,
and trying to be sure we're able to
fund tremendous ralses in costs,"
Mayor Dennis Bila said.

NO. 1 AMONG those cost increas-

es are rates for dumping trash in the

Arbor Hills landfill in Salem Town-

ship.
The city was assessed a 50-percent ·

increase in September, which cost an
extra $250,000. Officials anticipate
another rate increase this year, and
are considering a user fee to help
pay for trash dumping.

Officials in Plymouth, Ann Arbor
and other nearby municipalities are
talking about ways to band together
to head off expected raises in trash
dumping costs, Bila said.

Commissioners would also try to
begin establishing a budget surplus,
to better deal with emergencies, the
mayor said.

Educator rememberedfor joy he brought others 
1:sue. Board president Dean
Swartiwelter told Theron there's a
District Food Advitory Comittee
made up of parents and
idministraton who meet once a
month.

Vote
If you'd like to vote ln the June

ochool election, but ann't

registered, you have until 6 p.m ,
tponday, May 14 to do lo.

; Election day is Monday, June
11. Polls will be open from 7 a.m.
unul 0 p.m.

For more Wormation, stop by
the board Unce at 404 8 Harvey
or Call IS!-11:5.
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By M.B. Dillon "He made outstanding contributiom  -
staff writer to students, teacher, and parents. I

He '*u one of the most depend. I
The Plymouth-Canton •chool com- able and giving individuals in our or- I

munity will remember Earl T. (lit» ganiution. His lois will be felt by I

son Jr. of Plymouth u a giving this community, which he served I teacher, principal and leader who nobly."
brought enjoyment to many people. East Middle School Prindpal Tom 

Mr. Gibion died April B In St. Jo- Workman knew Mr. Gibion for 10 I
seph Mercy Hospital in Superior years. The two vers elemen/1 ./.
Township. principals together from 10§7 until He wam buried Thursday from Mr. Gibion retired in lm.
Lambert-Vermeulen Funeral Home "We worked together on the out. I
In Plymouth, door education proram, Inthe ele· /////

"Earl wu an out:Unding te*cher mentary principals group, and we 
and admint:trator who Derve4 the worked on eltablhly 00 Iehool I
Plymoutb€anton community for farm that wal Opiratioaal In *4 late 
more than 34 years," said Plymouth
Canton Superinteodent John Hoben. Ple- tum to Pages *1416,on . .L
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